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I.  INTRODUCTION 

Established  in  late  1975,  the  Cascade  County  Park  Board  (CCPB)  recognizes  as  it's 
general  mandate,  "to  plan  and  promote  the  orderly  growth  and  development  of 
parks  within  Cascade  County."  Toward  such  a  purpose,  CCPB  has  developed  this 
park  plan.  The  plan's  purpose  is  to  document  baseUne  information  concerning 
county-wide  recreation  and  park  resources,  and  reiterate  the  general  legal  basis  for 
CCPB  action  to  delineate  both  general  policy  and  specific  programmatic  strategies 
for  managing  county  parklands.  Current  CCPB  parklands  are  evaluated  in  terms  of 
their  potential  as  park  or  open  space  resources,  or  for  other  uses.  All  outdoor 
recreation  facilities  within  the  county  are  identified  and  evaluated.  Besides 
recreation  facilities,  sites  of  historical,  scenic  and  environmental  value  are 
inventoried. 

It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  how  CCPB  parklands  and  general  county  lands  are 
compUmenting  or  duplicating  county-supplied  services  without  a  complete  listing  of 
all  county  lands.  Unfortunately,  no  list  is  available.  Recommendations  are 
proposed  in  this  area  to  solve  various  problems,  to  take  advantage  of  opportunities, 
and  to  establish  basic  procedures  for  managing  parklands. 

Cascade  County's  Development  Plan  was  adopted  in  1979.  It  was  recognized  in  the 
document  that  as  urban  residents  move  out  into  the  rural  and  suburban 
neighborhoods,  the  amenities  of  affordable  housing  and  a  liveable  environment  are 
often  degraded.  Residents,  the  plan  stated,  have  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
preserve  the  county's  environmental  character. 

It  is  the  intent  of  this  plan  to  preserve  open,  common  spaces  and  to  provide  for  the 
development  of  outdoor  recreational  opportunities  within  the  County  of  Cascade, 
Montana.  The  Cascade  County  Park  Board  recognizes  as  it's  five  primary 
responsibilities: 

1)  To  recognize  the  need  for  development  of  park  and  outdoor  recreational 
facilities  in  the  rural  areas  surrounding  the  City  of  Great  Falls,  and  to  assist  those 
residents  interested  in  establishing  such  facilities; 

2)  To  conserve,  stabilize  and  protect  the  use  value  of  property; 

3)  To  encourage  proper  use  of  park  land; 

4)  To  provide  healthy  surroundings  for  family  life  in  rural  and  residential  areas, 
and; 

5)  To  foster  a  plan  in  which  the  grov^^h  of  the  area  will  be  commensurate  with  and 
complimentary  to  the  efficient  and  economical  use  of  public  funds. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Park  Board,  as  described  in  the  enabling  legislation, 
are  included  in  the  appendix. 

Comprehensive  planning  of  county  parkland  offers  numerous  opportunities  and 
obstacles.  The  range  of  local  social  and  environmental  conditions  is  complex. 
Vacation  homes,  rural  outlying  communities,  isolated  homesteads  and  farms,  urban- 
fringe  residents,  Hutterite  colonies  and  travelling  visitors  are  all  served  by  a  greater 
recreation-open  space  infrastructure,  including  county  parks.  The  location  and 


effectiveness  of  open  space  and  outdoor  recreation  opportunities  can  have 
significant  impact  on  the  form  and  function  of  a  county. 

Typically,  and  perhaps  most  importantly,  parklands  under  the  administration  of  the 
CCPB  provides  recreational  and  open  space  resources  for  county  residents. 
However,  county  parklands  exist  within  a  broader  spectrum  of  this  regions  open 
space,  parks  and  recreational  opportunities.  Thus,  CCPB  lands  have  the  potential 
of  servmg  a  functional  role  within  the  regional  scheme  of  parks  and  recreation.  The 
relative  importance  of  CCPB  parklands  to  this  area's  aesthetic,  cultural  and  physical 
character  is  described,  and  presented  within  the  regional  scheme  of  park  resources. 

County  parklands  should  deliberately  play  an  integral  part  in  the  larger  scheme  of 
available  recreation  facilities,  parks  and  open  space.  They  may  do  this  via  creative 
administrative  or  joint  management  (as  in  leases,  trades,  cooperative  management, 
sale,  etc.),  or  in  terms  of  assessing  and  meeting  unmet  needs  (as  in  rural 
community  commons/playfields,  or  river-access  sites).  Certain  CCPB  parks  already 
serve  such  a  function.  Lx)cal  river  access  sites  leased  to  the  Montana  State 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (DFWP),  and  county  (non-CCPB)  land 
bordering  the  City  of  Great  Falls,  under  lease  to  the  Westside  Little  League, 
exemplify  how  parcels  may  be  creatively  administered  to  meet  both  local  needs  and 
the  inherent  suitability  of  park  resources.  This  plan  is  designed  with  the  dual  intent 
of  serving  county  residents  and  fitting  CCPB  parklands  into  the  regional  spectrum  of 
parks  and  recreation.  Managing  county  parklands  to  include  the  needs  of  the  non- 
county  resident  will  not  exclude  local  use,  but  may  enhance  local  recreation  and 
economic  opportunities  by  providing  visitors/tourists  with  incentives  to  recreate  in 
the  immediate  area.  Orderly,  efficient  and  feasible  methods  for  exclusive  (local) 
and  inclusive  (regional)  development  are  recommended.  While  city,  county,  state 
and  federal  agencies  already  provide  high  quality  parklands  to  their  prospective 
clientele,  they  do  so  disparately. 

Cascade  County  should  attempt  to  maximize  both  the  local  and  regional  benefits  of 
it's  parklands  by:  1)  developing  procedures  which  promote  integrated,  inter-agency 
system  of  management,  2)  by  promotion  of  this  area  as  a  tourist  destination,  and  3) 
by  enlarging  the  scope  of  it's  clientele  to  include  all  county  residents  and  visitors. 

County  parks  occupy  a  unique  position.  While  perhaps  their  particular  contribution 
is  to  pay  special  attention  to  outlying  community  needs,  they  may  also  serve  an 
intermediary  role  between  local  municipal  and  state  or  federal  service  providers.  In 
addition,  the  county  should  investigate  cultivating  school  districts  as  major  partners 
in  the  provision  of  open-common  spaces  and  active  recreational  facilities.  Private 
sector  recreational  and  open  space  providers  should  also  be  enlisted  as  elements  in 
the  overall  scheme  of  parks  and  open  spaces.  The  Nature  Conservancy  (ie:  Crown 
Butte)  is  one  notable  example  of  a  private  group  providing  protection  and 
management  of  open  space  and  rural  environmental  character. 

Such  integrated  management  requires  balancing  city,  other  public,  private- 
commercial  and  volunteer  efforts  to  create  the  most  effective  and  economical 
system.  Citizen  involvement  is  especially  critical  in  managing  county  park  resources 
as  many  of  the  parks  are  a  direct  result  of  home  owner  associations  (or  other  private 
groups)  initiated  efforts.  Through  cooperation,  occurring  on  a  personal  and 
bureaucratic  level,  acquisition,  maintenance  and  development  is  more  readily 
achieved.  (]!ooperative  management  leads  to  increased  communication.  Effective 
communication  involves  comprehensive  planning,  surveying  need,  informing  and 
cultivating  public  consensus,  and  requesting  public  input  and  involvement  in  the 


creative  planning  process.  Communication  allows  better  planning  and  avoidance  of 
"neighbor"  conflicts,  as  well  as  generating  participatory  support.  Working  together 
at  the  local  level  will  avoid  duplication  or  services,  provide  a  greater  diversity  of 
facilities,  and  serve  to  identify  each  jurisdiction's  role  and  contribution  to  regional 
needs. 


II.  GOALS  AND  OBJECTIVES 

The  overall  goal  of  the  Cascade  County  Park  Board  is  to  improve  the  quality, 
quantity  and  opportunity  of  the  Cascade  County  Park  System  for  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  the  general  public  commensurate  with  the  resources  of  the  county  and 
it's  residents,  specific  objectives  and  principles  are  as  follows: 

1)  To  assess  public  attitudes  toward  the  acquisition,  development,  and 
management  of  county  park  and  recreation  facilities  and  to  involve  the  general 
public  in  park  and  recreational  planning. 

2)  Develop  a  cooperative  relationship  between  the  city  and  county  park 
administrators  to  determine  those  county  parklands  which  will  likely  be  annexed  in 
the  foreseeable  future.  Evaluate  the  impact  on  county  open  space  and  parks 
dependent  of  city  action  regarding  such  annexations.  Coordinate  city,  county  and 
state  park  and  development  efforts,  as  much  as  possible,  so  that  future  parks  will 
compliment  one  another. 

3)  Investigate  the  private  sector  for  possible  concessions  or  leases,  which  might 
contribute  to  the  county's  park  fund,  need  for  maintenance/development  and  supply 
of  facilities.  These  may  include;  rifle/shooting  ranges,  snowshoeing/cross-country 
skiing  trails,  ice  skating  areas,  rural  tennis  facilities,  golf  courses  or  campgrounds. 

4)  Develop  a  program  of  comprehensive  maintenance  for  all  current  and  future 
county  parks. 

5)  Conduct  a  phone  or  mail  survey  to  identify  perceived  needs  and  desires  of 
residents  for  recreational  opportunities. 

6)  Establish  an  aggressive  rural  outreach  program  aimed  at  providing  information, 
assistance  and  resources  to  county  citizens  wishing  to  develop  or  maintain  a  park. 

7)  Define  the  role  of  schools  in  the  development  and  maintenance  of  county  parks 
and  open  spaces.  Advocate  the  benefits  of  joint  management  and  multiple  use. 

8)  Build  an  atmosphere  of  cooperation  and  inter-agency  opportunities  for 
creatively  meeting  local  and  regional  recreation  needs  through  land  trades,  inter- 
management  and  lease  arrangements. 

9)  Integrate  historical  and  archaeological  interpretation  and  natural  resources 
protection  into  the  function  of  county  parks. 

10)  Establish  the  use  of  county  parks  as  elements  of  parkway  linkages  between 
local  and  regional  outdoor  recreation  facilities,  historical  sites  of  interpretation  and 
open  space. 

1 1)  Assess  the  role  of  other  county  lands  for  possible  inclusion  in  the  county 
parkland  system.  Targeting  those  lands  currently  being  leased  for  recreational  or 
sporting  activities. 

12)  Explore  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  city-county  tree  nursery  to  benefit 
entire  county  population  by  making  available  for  street  trees  or  park  landscaping  a 
variety  of  appropriate  vegetation.  A  county  park  with  suitable  characteristics  might 
be  an  ideal  locale  for  such  a  nursery. 


GENERAL  PRINCIPLES: 

1)  All  people  should  have  access  to  recreational  activities  and  facilities  regardless 
of  interest,  age,  sex,  income,  cultural  background,  housing  environment  or  handicap. 

2)  Public  recreation  should  be  coordinated  with  other  community  recreation 
opportunities  to  avoid  duplication  and  encourage  innovation. 

3)  Public  recreation  should  be  integrated  with  all  other  public  services,  such  as 
education,  health  and  transportation. 

4)  Facilities  should  be  adaptable  to  future  requirements. 

5)  Facilities  and  programs  should  be  financially  feasible  at  all  stages  of 
development. 

6)  Citizens  should  be  involved  in  all  stages  of  the  planning  process. 

7)  Planning  should  be  a  continuous  process  of  data  collection,  review  and 
evaluation.  Review  and  evaluation  should  be  on  a  regularly  scheduled  basis. 

8)  Local,  regional  and  state  plans  should  compliment  one  another. 

9)  Land  should  be  classified  prior  to  development  and  dedicated  to  park, 
recreation  and  open  space. 

10)  Facilities  should  make  the  most  efficient  use  of  land,  should  be  designed  and 
managed  to  provide  for  the  convenience,  health,  safety,  and  pleasure  of  intended 
users,  and  should  represent  positive  examples  of  design,  energy  use,  and  concern  for 
people  and  the  environment. 


III.  HISTORY 

Cascade  County  began  the  process  of  acquiring  parkland  with  the  dedication  of 
Strains  Park  as  part  of  the  platting  of  Strains  First  Addition  to  Monarch.  It  later 
turned  out  that  this  acquisition  consisted  of  a  cliff  and  steep  hillside.  However,  the 
quality  of  dedicated  parkland  did  improve  over  time.  Most  of  the  county  parklands 
were  obtained  as  a  result  of  the  subdivision  platting  process  which  required  the 
dedication  of  land  or  a  cash-in-lieu  payment  based  on  a  percentage  oi  the  size  of  the 
subdivision.  Several  county  parks  have,  however,  been  acquired  by  lease 
agreements  with  adjoining  landowners. 

By  1975  Cascade  County  had  acquired  several  parcels  and  local  citizen  groups  were 
interested  in  applying  for  state  and  federal  funds  to  develop  the  parks  in  their  areas. 
Finally  in  November  of  1975,  the  Board  of  Cascade  County  Commissioners 
orgamzed  and  appointed  a  County  Park  Board.  The  Board  has  met  regularly  since 
that  time. 

Some  noteworthy  achievements  by  the  Park  Board  during  the  last  fifteen  years 
include  the  development  of  Black  Eagle  and  Ulm  Parks  with  grant  funds  from  the 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation,  the  leasing  of  Fort  Shaw  Riverside  Park  and  Mid 
Canon  Park  to  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  for  fishing 
access  sites  and  the  hiring  of  a  summer  intern  to  work  on  a  county  park  plan. 

The  Park  Board  currently  administers  fifteen  parks  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  acres. 


IV.  PARKLAND  STANDARDS  AND  CLASSIFICATION 

This  section  explains  the  differences  between  major  park  types  and  their  appUcation 
in  Cascade  County.  These  categories  provide  a  useful  frame  work  for  preparing  an 
inventory  of  existing  facilities,  identifymg  specific  needs,  and  planning  for  future 
recreational  and  parkland  needs.  However,  some  care  must  be  used  m  evaluating 
rural  parklands  by  using  a  system  primarily  adopted  for  urban  use.  The  definitions 
used  were  partially  obtained  from  a  report  prepared  by  the  National  Recreation  and 
Parks  Association  entitled  Recreation.  Park  and  Open  Space  Standards  and 
Guidelines.  1983. 

Specialized  parks:  size  =  less  than  1  acre,  standard  =  .25-.50  acre  per  1000  population 

1.  Playlots:  small  parcels  specifically  oriented  to  active  play  for  youngsters,  typically 
located  in  densely  settled,  small  lot-size  neighborhoods. 

2.  Feature  parks:  spaces  serving  a  limited  radius  (1/4  mile)  or  providing  a  single 
purpose  such  as  a  plaza/commons  to  a  rural  post  office,  a  greenspace  for  an 
information/entry  sign  to  a  rural  community,  or  roadside  rest  and  interpretation 
display.  Size  and  standards  depend  wholly  on  the  nature  of  use.  Typically,  uses  such 
as  mterpretation  or  information  would  require  a  very  small  piece  of  property. 

Neighborhood  parks:  size  =  less  than  15  acres,  standard  =  1.2-2.0  acres  per  1000 
population 

1.  Neighborhood  commons:  medium  sized  parcels,  often  odd  shaped  and  suitable 
for  open  spaces.  These  are  generally  passive  recreation  sites  and  oriented  toward 
multiple  uses. 

2.  Neighborhood  playgrounds:  medium  sized  parcels  specifically  oriented  toward 
active  recreation  use  with  developed  facilities,  such  as  play  equipment  or  ballfields. 

Community  parks:  size  =  15-30  acres,  standard  =  5.0-8.0  acres  per  1000  population 

1.  Community  commons:  large  sites  reserved  for  non-active  multiple  uses  such  as 
open  space,  specific  environmental/scenic  protection,  such  as  storm  water  retention 
or  riparian  habitat.  Commons  areas  may  also  be  spaces  set  aside  awaiting 
development  of  recreational  facilities  or  residential  growth  to  occur  which  would 
require  such  uses. 

2.  Community  playgrounds:  large  sites  offering  a  variety  of  active  and  passive 
recreational  opportunities,  generally  serving  a  suburban  level  of  settlement  density, 
generally  1  to  3  mile  radius.  Often  developed  in  conjunction  with  local  schools  or 
recreation  facilities. 

Natural  areas,  parkways  and  greenbelts:  size  =  1-100  acres 

Passive  areas  in  natural  or  landscaped  states  designed  as  open  space  corridors 
providing  linkages/recreational  trails  (walking,  bicycle,  boat,  snowmobile,  cross- 
country skiing,  etc.)  or  buffer  zones  separating  incompatible  uses.  Such  corridors 
might  link  feature  parks  in  systems  of  recreational  interpretation  at  wayside  rests, 
trailheads  and  other  nodes  of  recreation. 

Regional  parks:  size  and  standards  depend  on  resource 


These  parcels  are  generally  large  and  ultimately  managed  by  non-local  authorities. 
Their  draw  extends  beyond  the  local  scale.  Examples  mclude  Ulm-Pushkin  State 
Monument,  and  Giant  Springs  Heritage  State  Park. 

Multi-regional  parks: 

Ofteri  encompassing  very  large  areas  and  serving  a  national  or  international  range 
of  visitors,  as  a  destmation  type  recreation  resource.  Managed  primarily  by  non- 
local entities,  with  examples  mcluding  Glacier  National  Park  and  the  Wild  and 
Scenic  Missouri  River. 

Excess  lands: 

This  category  includes  disposable  properties  which  either  serve  no  foreseeable  use 
as  parklands,  or  have  greater  potential  for  other  uses.  The  value  of  excess  lands  is 
high  as  the  sale  or  exchange  generates  important  resources  for  continuing  to  operate 
a  quality  park  system. 

Cascade  County  parklands  also  lend  themselves  to  multiple  uses.  Multiple  use  is  an 
especially  critical  concept  at  the  county  level,  as  the  type  and  scale  of  development 
falls  between  that  of  the  municipality  and  the  state/federal  levels.  The  complexity 
of  environmental  and  social  factors  m  a  county  surrounding  a  major  municipality 
requires  that  management  of  county  lands  be  flexible  and  efficient,  and  operate  as 
an  agent  of  integration  between  the  urban  and  rural  interests.  The  concept  of 
multiple  use  provides  such  flexibility  and  efficiency. 

Active  recreational  use  of  parks  is  only  one  type  use  for  parks/open  space.  It  is 
however,  a  primary  function.  In  deciding  whether  a  locale  has  adequate  park  space, 
active  recreational  use  must  be  considered  alone.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  while 
parks  and  open  space  provide  a  wide  variety  of  functions,  there  are  many  forms  of 
private  and  public  organizations  which  disparately  provide  the  functions  listed 
above.  This  is  not  intended  to  diminish  the  value  of  multiple  use,  but  to  highlight 
the  fact  that  user-oriented  parks  (active  recreation)  have  special  requirements  which 
may  make  them  unfeasible  for  other  uses. 

The  role  of  CCPB  parkland  is  currently  undefined.  This  plan  deciphers  the  place  of 
these  lands  in  relationship  to  the  city-park  and  regional-park,  and  open  space 
systems.  Give  the  fact  that  diverse  recreational  and  conservation  opportunities  exist 
in  proximity  to  county  parklands,  the  systematic  and  complimentary  role  of  CCPB 
parkland  becomes  invaluable.  In  this  reasoning,  county  parks  become  partners  with 
school  districts,  cities,  rural  communities,  the  Montana  State  DFWP  and  the  County 
Conservation  District  to  name  several,  in  providing  outdoor  recreation,  open  space 
or  parcels  for  maintenance  of  public  heahh  and  natural  processes.  For  these 
reasons,  the  classification  scheme  below  includes  all  potential  classes  of  use,  even 
though  it  is  unlikely  that  parks  will  ever  play  as  diverse  a  role  as  is  indicated. 

Community  development  and  social  welfare 

*  Active  outdoor  recreation  sites  and  facilities;  playgrounds,  ballfields,  shooting 
ranges,  swimming  holes,  river  access,  etc... 

*  Historic  preservation  districts 

*  Public  and  institutional  building  sites 

*  Land  use  buffers  and  connectors 


*  Public  commons  (meeting  halls,  information  posts,  etc.) 
Public  health  and  safety 

*  Flood  control  and  water  supply 

*  Waste  disposal  areas  (as  in  sewage  ponds,  for  example) 

*  Airshed  quality  improvement 

*  Geological  hazard  zones 

*  Fire  hazard  zones;  example:  fuelbreaks  between  heavily  timbered  subdivided 
vacation  homes,  or  around  landfills. 

*  Airport  flight  zones 

*  Hazardous  storage  zones 

Urban  and  rural  form 

*  Growth  control 

*  Circulation  corridors 

*  Utility  corridors 

*  Future  expansion  reserves 

Environmental  and  ecological  balance 

*  Fish  and  wildlife  habitat  reserves 

*  Watershed  protection  areas,  securing  water  quality... 

*  Significant  geological  features 

*  Visual  corridors  and  viewpoints 

*  Vegetative  protection  (as  in  riparian,  native  prairie  or  greenbelts) 

Managed  resource  production 

*  Agricultural  production 

*  Mineral  production 

*  Forest  production 

*  Energy  production 
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V.  GENERAL  DEMOGRAPHIC  CHARACTER  OF  CASCADE  COUNTY 

As  recorded  by  the  1980  U.S.  Census,  the  population  of  Cascade  County  declined 
from  81,804  in  1970  to  80,696  in  1980,  a  decline  of  1.3%.  The  overall  population  of 
the  City  of  Great  Falls  also  declined  during  that  same  ten  year  period;  down  5.6% 
from  60,091  in  1970  to  56,725  in  1980. 

Table  One  shows  the  population  breakdown  for  the  incorporated  communities  in 
Cascade  County. 

TABLE  ONE 

Population  of  Incorporated  Communities  in  Cascade  County: 

1940      1950      1960      1970      1980      1986 


Beit 

744 

702 

757 

565 

825 

870 

Cascade 

419 

447 

604 

714 

773 

830 

Great  Falls 

29,928 

39, 

,214 

55, 

,244 

60,091 

56,725 

57,310 

Neihart 

466 

289 

150 

109 

91 

120 

Cascade  County 

41,999 

53, 

,027 

73 

,418 

81 ,804 

80,696 

79,400 

Table  Two  provides  population  estimates  for  selected  unincorporated  communities 
in  Cascade  County. 

TABLE  TWO 

Population  and  Housing  Count  Estimates  for  Selected  Unincorporated 

Communities  in  Cascade  County  (1988): 


HOUSING 

VACANCY 

PERSON/ 

COMMUNITY 

POPULATION 

COUNTS 

RATES  % 

HOUSEHOLD 

Armington 

130 

46 

2,2 

2,88 

Centerville 

29 

10 

1,2 

2,91 

Fort  Shaw 

202 

70 

7,7 

3,12 

Monarch 

134 

73 

17,0 

2,19 

Sand  Coulee 

244 

85 

1.2 

2,91 

Simms 

306 

106 

7,7 

3,12 

Stockett 

276 

96 

1,2 

2,91 

Sun  Prairie  Area 

1,287 

(1980) 

410  (1980) 

14,0 

3,40 

Sun  River 

181 

63 

7,7 

3,12 

Tracy  -  Brown 

261 

95 

12,6 

3,15 

Ulm 

362 

112 

3,9 

3,35 

Vaughn 

664 

213 

3,0 

3,21 

*NOTE:  Population  and  housing  count  estimates  are  based  on  the  following: 

1)  Rural  Addressing  housing  counts,  1988; 

2)  Persons  per  Household,  Enumeration  District  level.  1980  Census; 

3)  Vacancy  rates,  Enumeration  District  level,  1980  Census. 
Prepared  by  the  Cascade  County  Planning  Board  - 1989. 
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Table  One  demonstrates  the  increase  (with  the  exception  of  Neihart)  of  the 
population  of  the  smaller  incorporated  communities  in  Cascade  County.  Between 
1970  and  1980  this  increase  in  the  populations  of  Belt  and  Cascade  continued  in 
contrast  to  the  decreasing  population  of  the  City  of  Great  Falls. 

The  census  data  for  1970  and  1980  also  indicates  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
rural  residents  from  13.3%  of  the  population  in  1970  to  17.9%  of  the  population  in 
1980  for  a  32.5%  increase  in  rural  population  growth  in  the  ten  year  period. 

These  figures  tend  to  indicate  a  strong  movement  from  the  city  to  the  rural  areas  of 
the  county  during  that  period.  This  growth  could  be  largely  attributed  to  the 
creation  of  at  least  one  major  growth  area  in  the  Sun  Prairie  area  and  to  several 
other  smaller  subdivisions  created  during  that  time. 

While  there  still  appears  to  be  movement  to  the  rural  areas  it  doubtful  that  the 
percentage  of  growth  in  the  last  ten  years  is  anywhere  near  what  it  was  in  the  1970's 
as  subdivision  development,  with  the  exception  of  the  creation  of  large  numbers  of 
twenty  acre  tracts,  has  dropped  substantially. 

The  Cascade  County  Development  Plan  does  reflect  this  movement  to  the  rural 
areas  with  the  following  statements: 

"1)    Based  on  past  trends  and  current  factors,  rural  farm  populations  will  continue 
to  decrease  and; 

2)    Rural  non-farm  populations  will  increase  due  partially  to  the  availability  of 
rural  residential  lots". 

Table  Two  provides  the  current  estimated  populations  of  all  the  unincorporated 
communities  in  the  county.  No  previous  population  estimates  for  these 
communities  are  available. 

Table  Three  (Cascade  County  Population  Distribution,  By  Age  and  Sex,  1950-1980) 
does,  however,  indicate  a  drop  in  the  total  percentage  of  youths,  age  5-14,  from 
20.5%  in  1960  and  22.9%  in  1970  to  15.3%  in  1980.  The  age  group  65+  has 
increased  as  a  total  percentage  of  the  population,  from  7.9%  in  1950  to  9.9%  in 
1980.  While  the  percentage  change  over  a  thirty  year  period  may  not  be  significant, 
it  does  follow  current  national  population  trends  that  will  probably  be  reflected  in 
the  1990  census  and  may  eventually  lead  to  a  change  in  parkland  emphasis  from  a 
younger  to  older  population  base. 

Both  the  unincorporated  and  incorporated  population  data  indicates  that  there  was 
substantial  population  growth  in  the  rural  areas  between  1970  and  1980  suggesting 
that  county  park  facility  development  and  open  space  management  are  very 
important  and  are  needed  in  the  urban  fringe  and  rural  areas  of  Cascade  County. 
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TABLE  THREE 

Cascade  County  Population  Distribution,  by  age  and  sex;  1950-1980 

AGE  RANGE      #MaLe      %Total      fFemale      %Total      Totalt 


%Total 


1950- 

0  - 

4 

3247 

6,1 

3095 

5,8 

6342 

11,8 

5  - 

14 

4155 

7.8 

4062 

7,7 

8217 

15,5 

15  - 

24 

3850 

7,3 

3736 

7,0 

7586 

14,4 

25  - 

34 

4725 

8.9 

4379 

8,3 

9104 

17,2 

35  - 

44 

3898 

7,4 

3571 

6,7 

7469 

14,0 

45  - 

54 

2742 

5.2 

2551 

4,8 

5293 

10,0 

55  - 

64 

2576 

4,8 

2230 

4,2 

4806 

9,2 

65  - 

+ 

2273 

4,3 

1937 

3,7 

4210 

7.0 

TOTALS 

27466 

51,8% 

25561 

48,2% 

53027 

100% 

1  Q£:.n 

i  ybU— - 

0  - 

4 

5146 

7.0 

5075 

6,9 

10221 

13,9 

5  - 

14 

7621 

10.4 

7417 

10,1 

15038 

20,5 

15  - 

24 

5410 

7,4 

5243 

7,1 

10653 

14,5 

25  - 

34 

5363 

7,3 

4983 

6,7 

10346 

14,1 

35  - 

44 

4912 

6,7 

4618 

6,3 

9530 

13,0 

45  - 

54 

3745 

5,1 

3437 

4,7 

7182 

9,8 

55  - 

64 

2415 

3,3 

2353 

3,2 

4768 

6,5 

65  - 

+ 

2832 

3,9 

2848 

3.9 

5680 

7,7 

TOTALS 
1  Q*?ri 

37444 

51,0% 

35974 

49,0% 

73418 

100% 

i  y  /  u— 

0  - 

4 

3707 

4,7 

3588 

4,4 

7295 

8,9 

5  - 

14 

9507 

1  1  ,6 

9219 

11,3 

18726 

22,9 

15  - 

24 

7552 

9,2 

7195 

8,8 

14747 

18,0 

25  - 

34 

5486 

6,7 

5538 

6,8 

11024 

13,5 

35  - 

44 

4727 

5,8 

4560 

5,6 

9287 

11,4 

45  - 

54 

4125 

5,0 

4114 

5,0 

8239 

10,0 

55  - 

64 

2983 

3,6 

3030 

3,7 

6013 

7.4 

65  - 

+ 

2878 

3,5 

3595 

4,4 

6473 

7.9 

TOTALS 
1  QQ  n 

40965 

50,1% 

40839 

49,9% 

81804 

100% 

1  ybu- 

0  - 

4 

3335 

4.1 

3222 

4,0 

6557 

8,1 

5  - 

14 

6315 

7.8 

6002 

7.4 

12317 

15,3 

15  - 

24 

8623 

10,7 

7665 

9.5 

16288 

20,2 

25  - 

34 

6602 

8,2 

6551 

8,1 

13153 

16,3 

35  - 

44 

4853 

6,0 

4862 

6,0 

9715 

12,0 

45  - 

54 

3862 

4,8 

3813 

4,7 

7675 

9,5 

55  - 

64 

3413 

4,2 

3590 

4,4 

7003 

8,7 

65  - 

+ 

3321 

4,1 

4667 

5,8 

7988 

9,9 

TOTALS 

40324 

50,0% 

40372 

50,0% 

80696 

100% 

Source:   U,S, 

Census 

Bureau 
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VI.  RECREATION  DEMAND  AND  NEEDS 

There  are  few  sources  available  for  understanding  the  levels  of  recreational  use,  or 
the  perceived  needs  of  Cascade  County  residents.  Those  sources  that  are  available 
include  the  Cascade  County  Development  Plan  (1979),  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (DFWP)  survey  data  and  traffic  counts,  and  a  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Reclamation  Recreation  Plan  for  Region  5  (Cascade,  Chouteau,  Glacier, 
Pondera,  Teton  and  Toole  Counties)  (1975?).  With  the  exception  of  DFWP  data, 
much  of  the  material  addressing  perceptions  and  needs  is  somewhat  dated  and  may 
not  reflect  existing  conditions.  However,  until  a  new  survey  is  completed,  it's  the 
only  information  available. 

Within  the  Cascade  County  Development  Plan,  a  brief  section  titled:  Recreation 
and  Tourist  Trade,  (p.  42,  1979)  pertains  to  planning  park  resources.  Several 
statements  therein  would  originally  have  guideline  value  for  park  planning.  In 
reviewing  this  information  however,  and  comparing  it  to  other  data  from  different 
sources,  there  are  notable  contradictions  which  appear  suspect  as  too  generalized 
and  perhaps  erroneous.  Narrative  from  this  plan  includes: 

"Nonresidents  were  the  predominant  users  of  outdoor  recreation  facilities, 
mostly  related  to  travel  to  and  from  Glacier  National  Park.  The  length  of  stay 
varies  but  day  use  is  practically  negligible." 

"When  the  various  recreational  activities  in  which  residents  engage  were 
compared  with  those  indicated  as  most  preferred,  a  fair  correlation  was  found. 
Driving  for  pleasure  was  found  to  be  the  most  popular  leisure  past-time  in  both 
participation  and  preference.  Other  activities  which  rank  close  to  this  activity 
include:  sight-seeing,  fishing,  hunting  and  camping." 

"Natural  areas  are  considered  the  most  preferable  type  of  recreation  facilities 
by  local  residents,  followed  closely  be  developed  campgrounds  and  picnic  facilities. 
The  proximity  of  Glacier  Park  and  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  are  reflect  this 
preference." 

"...nonresidents  were  most  apt  to  make  use  of  local  recreation  facilities.  Most 
are  not  visiting  Cascade  County  but  are  merely  passing  through  to  some  other 
attraction.  The  vast  majority  of  the  area's  tourist  economy  is  repeat  business,  being 
families  or  groups  from  other  parts  of  Montana  or  Canada  returning  once  or  twice  a 
year." 

"FINDINGS" 

1)  "Outside  of  the  National  Forests,  there  are  few  camping  or  picknicking  sites." 

2)  "Fishing  access  is  limited  mostly  to  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  county, 
along  the  Missouri  River." 

3)  "Given  the  popularity  of  hunting,  the  private  landowner  often  suffers  trespass 
and  damage." 

4)  "There  is  a  lack  of  recreation  facilities  in  or  near  the  smaller  communities." 
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"POLICY" 

"Encourage  recreation  and  tourism,  especially  in  areas  that  will  have  minimal 
impact  on  agriculture." 

Without  reference  sources  to  provide  the  context  of  the  original  quotations 
presented  above,  this  information  is  of  little  use.  Blanket  statements  such  as 
'nonresidents  being  the  predominant  users  of  local  recreation  facilities',  are  ignorant 
of  the  numerous  rural  and  local  community  sites  which  receive  heavy  local  use.  For 
example,  Cascade  County's  Fort  Shaw  Riverside  Park,  currently  under  lease  by  the 
DFWP,  is  used  much  more  heavily  than  Ulm-Pishkun  State  Monument.  A 
representative  of  the  DFWP,  states  that  a  typical  visitor-residency  breakdown  for 
Region  Four  facilities  would  be:  70%  =  local,  and  30%  =  nonresident  (pers. 
comm.,  1988).  For  local  oriented  sites  such  as  Fort  Shaw  or  Mid-Canon  (another 
Cascade  County  parkland  administered  by  DFWP),  the  percentage  of  local  use  is 
likely  to  be  much  higher.  In  fact,  two  questions  within  the  DFWP  survey  (see 
below)  indicate  that  local  residents  are  the  primary  source  of  visitation,  (question 
#1:  72.7%  of  visitors  are  repeat-visitors,  and  #9:  Cascade  County  is  far  and  away 
the  predominant  residence  of  visitors). 

The  statement  within  the  Comprehensive  Plan  which  says,  "Natural  areas  are 
considered  the  most  preferable  type  of  recreation  areas  by  local  residents",  clearly 
contradicts  the  DFWP  finding  that  45.2%  of  the  respondents  desire  additional  "lake- 
type  recreation  opportunities",  versus  the  "10.7%"  which  desire  additional  "natural 
areas"  (see  below,  question  #5). 

The  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (DFWP)  conducts  visitors 
surveys  and  traffic  counts  at  certain  of  their  managed  facilities.  Two  county 
parklands  leased  to  DFWP  have  been  intermittently  monitored  with  a  traffic 
counter.  Below  are  tables  displaying  the  collected  data  of  the  traffic  counts  and 
selected  and  relevant  survey  questions. 


TABLE  FOUR: 

Traffic 

Counts/ 

'Estimates 

at  Selected  DFWP  Faci 

lit les. 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983     1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

Fort  Shdw** 

300 

— 

7500* 

7000    6900 

7700 

4700* 

4000 



Mid-Canon** 

— 

-- 

— 

200 

200 

— 

600* 

883* 

Sluice  Boxes 

2200 

1800 

1800 

2000     2500 

1500 

6700* 

7000 

7500 

Ulm-Pishkun 

2200 

2500 

2500 

4200*    4800 

5200 

3300* 

3000 

2500 

KEY: 

All  data  without  an  asterisk  (*)  is  a  rough  estimate  only 

*  =  actual  DFWP  traffic  counter  used 

All  numbers  are  vehicle  traffic  counts;  average  persons/vehicle  =  3.3 

•*  =  Cascade  County  Parkland 

~  =  no  estimate  or  count 
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TABLE  FIVE:   Cumulative  totals  for  selected  survey  questions,  Beartooth, 
Giant  Springs,  and  Holter  Lake: 

#1:   First  Visit? 
Yes  =  26,5%    No  =  72,7% 

#2:   Activities  Participated  In? 
Relaxing    Picnicking    Fishing    Scenic  Viewing   Walking/Hiking 
=  7,9%      =  6,4%      =  6,3%       =  6,2%  =  5,5% 

#3:   Additional  Facilities  Needed  In  Montana? 
No  Response    Camping    Fishing    Swimming    Motor  Boating   Trails 
=  81%       =  3,8%     =  2,8%     =  2,0%       =  1,5%       =  1,5% 

#4:   How  Should  Funds  Be  Spent? 
Buy  New  Sites?    Repair  Existing  Facilities?    No  Opinion? 
=  45,2%  =  43,4%  =  26,8% 

#5:   Preferred  Additional  Recreational  Type? 
Lake     River     Natural  Area     No  Opinion 
=  42,5%   =  10,7%       =  10,7%  =  11,7% 

#6:   Additional  Recreation  Sites  Needed? 
Camping    Day-Use    Day/Night    No  Opinion 
=  30, 1%    =  8,9%      =  49%        =  12% 

#7:   Need  Areas  For  Camping? 
Anywhere    Designated    No  Opinion 
=  17%       =  65%       =  18% 

#8:   Resident  of  Montana? 
Yes  =  32,4%    No  =  64,8% 

#9:   County  of  Residence? 
Cascade    Lewis/Clark    Missoula    Gallatin 
=41,3%      =5,1%       =4,3%      =3,1% 

TABLE  SIX:   DFWP  Facilities;  Total  Visitor  Census  Results;  (Region  Four  Only) 

1980     1981     1982     1983     1984     1985     1986     1987     1988 

Total  # 

Visits 

(X  1000)  =     446,8    459,7    497,0    523,8    536,1    513,5    545,3 

%  Change  =      —      +3%     +8%      +5%      +2%      -4%      +6%     —    +5-10? 

Average 

Person/ 

Vehicle  =       ~      ~      ~      ~     2,70     2,79     3,37     —      3,3? 
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VII.  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  RECREATIONAL  USE 

According  to  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  Recreation  Plan  (1975),  outdoor 
recreational  activity  ranked  behind  spectator  activities  which  was  ranked  number 
one. 

Home-related  activities  ranked  in  third  place.  This  plan  discusses,  in  order  of 

popularity,  various  recreational  activities  engaged  in  by  area 

residents.  These  activities  are  listed  below  and  have  been  updated  by  staff  where 

appropriate. 

Driving  for  Pleasure 

Driving  for  pleasure  is  indicated  as  being  the  most  popular  activity  for  area 
residents.  The  Missouri  River  and  the  mountains  to  the  south  are  the  more  popular 
areas  to  drive.  Facilities  to  enhance  driving  for  pleasure  should  be  encouraged. 
This  could  include  designating  loop  drives  and  noting  points  of  interest  with 
interpretive  signs  and  overlooks. 

Walking  for  Pleasure 

Walking  for  pleasure  is  the  second  most  popular  activity.  This  activity  could  be 
enhanced  at  points  of  interest  throughout  the  county.  The  Forest  Service  has 
recently  designated  the  Deep  Creek  Loop  Trail  in  the  Little  Belt  Mountains  as  a 
National  Recreation  Trail.  The  DFWP  is  currently  in  the  process  of  acquiring 
additional  land  adjacent  to  Giant  Springs-Heritage  Park.  Hiking  trails  could  be 
developed  from  this  area  both  up  and  downstream  along  the  Missouri  River. 

Picnicking 

Picnicking  is  a  very  popular  activity  for  area  residents.  The  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Plan  indicates  that  additional  picnic  sites  along  the  Missouri  River  would  be 
desirable.  The  DFWP  has  recently  acquired  several  sites  on  the  Missouri  River 
between  Great  Falls  and  Cascade.  These  sites  will  provide  additional  access  to  the 
river  as  well  as  picnic  areas.  The  Ryan  Dam  picnic  area  and  Giant  Springs-Heritage 
Park  continue  to  be  very  popular  sites. 

Fishing 

Fishing  is  very  popular  in  the  area  as  local  residents  have  access  to  two  nationally 
known  streams  -  the  Missouri  and  Smith  Rivers.  Lake  fishing  in  Cascade  County  is 
limited  to  private  ponds,  however,  Holter,  Hauser  and  Canyon  Ferry  Reservoirs  are 
very  popular  with  local  residents. 

Hunting 

Cascade  County  residents  enjoy  a  wide  variety  of  hunting  opportunities.  Elk  and 
deer  are  present  in  sizeable  numbers  in  the  Little  Belt  Mountains  south  of  Great 
Falls.  Mule  deer,  whitetail  deer  and  antelope  inhabit  the  plains  and  river  bottoms. 
Upland  game  birds  and  waterfowl  also  provide  quality  hunting  in  Cascade  County. 
Hunter-landowner  conflicts  have  increased  in  recent  years  as  hunting  pressure  has 
increased.  This  in  turn  causes  additional  private  land  closures  and  increased 
hunting  pressure  on  public  land.  Efforts  should  continue  by  the  Forest  Service  and 
DFWP  to  pursue  increased  public  access  to  state  and  federal  land. 
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Camping 

Camping  is  an  activity  that  is  generally  associated  with  one  or  more  other 
recreational  activities.  Area  campgrounds  receive  heavy  use  during  summer 
holidays  and  weekends.  The  Bureau  of  Reclamation  Plan  indicates  that  area 
residents  prefer  natural  undeveloped  areas,  however,  DFWP  survey  indicates  that 
developed  campsites  are  preferred. 

Boating 

Boating  activity  has  substantially  increased  on  the  Missouri  River  near  Great  Falls 
in  recent  years.  Currently,  the  only  public  boat  launching  facility  near  Great  Falls  is 
the  City  Park  at  Broadwater  Bay.  Smce  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  near 
Broadwater  can  be  congested,  boating  activity  is  moving  further  upstream.  DFWP 
has  acquired  several  new  sites  along  the  river  and  may  provide  additional  boating 
access  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  toward  the  community  of  Ulm.  However, 
shallow  water  and  numerous  sand  bars  may  restrict  boating  activity  in  this  area. 
River  floating  and  canoeing  have  also  increased  in  popularity  in  recent  years  adding 
to  the  congestion  problem  m  the  Broadwater  Bay  area.  Floating  activity  has  also 
dramatically  increased  on  the  Smith  River  in  recent  years.  DFWP  is  currently 
reviewing  general  management  options,  including  reservation  systems  and  floater 
registration. 

Bicycling 

Bicycling,  until  the  advent  of  the  mountain  bike,  was  generally  restricted  to  urban 
areas.  Now  bicycling  is  popular  on  mountain  trails  as  well  as  graveled  county  roads. 
The  demand  for  additional  areas  to  ride  is  evidenced  by  efforts  to  allow  bicycles  in 
wilderness  areas.  One  trail  that  would  perhaps  be  feasible  in  the  Great  Falls  area 
would  be  a  biking  and  hiking  trail  from  Rainbow  Dam  and  the  Giant  Springs  area  to 
Great  Falls. 

Winter  Sports 

Downhill  skiing,  cross-country  skiing  and  snowmobiling  continue  to  increase  in 
popularity.  Showdown  Ski  Area  continues  to  make  improvements  and  currently  has 
one  double  and  one  triple  chairlift.  The  area  is  open  several  days  a  week,  starting 
before  Christmas.  The  Great  Falls  Snowmobile  Club,  DFWP,  and  U.S.  Forest 
Service  have  provided  a  large  parking  area  for  snowmobilers  and  cross-country 
skiers  just  below  the  summit  of  Kings  Hill  Pass.  The  snowmobile  club  grooms 
approximately  200  miles  of  snowmobile  trails.  The  Great  Falls  Cross-County  Ski 
Club  also  maintains  and  grooms  several  miles  of  cross-country  ski  trails  with  access 
from  the  parking  lot.  One  of  the  problems  in  expanding  these  activities  is  the  lack 
of  nearby  accommodations.  However,  a  twelve  unit  motel  has  recently  been 
constructed  in  Neihart. 

All  Terrain  Vehicles  and  Motorcycles 

Since  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  Plan  was  produced,  ATV  or  All-Terrain- Vehicle 
use  has  substantially  increased.  Most  of  these  vehicles  are  not  street  legal  and  are 
prohibited  from  driving  on  county  and  designated  Forest  Service  roads.  However, 
the  Forest  Service  does  allow  ATV  use  on  some  trails  and  non  system  roads.  Please 


18 


refer  to  the  1988  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest  Travel  Plan  for  additional 
information. 

Equestrian 

There  are  several  riding  clubs  and  stables  located  in  the  Cascade  County  area. 

Other  Recreational  Activities 

There  are  several  types  of  popular  recreational  activities  that,  by  their  nature,  have 
the  potential  to  create  land  use  conflicts.  These  activities  would  include  shooting 
ranges,  motorcycle  race  tracks,  vehicle  race  tracks,  and  drag  strips.  However,  as 
these  types  of  uses  become  more  popular,  appropriate  sites  for  these  activities  must 
be  found. 
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VIII.  NATURAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Landscape  Units 

The  Cascade  County  Development  Plan  divided  Cascade  County  into  nine 
landscape  units,  each  representing  a  particular  combination  of  soils,  geology, 
topography,  hydrology,  and  biology.  The  landscape  units  therefore  provide  a 
simplified  framework  for  development  and  conservation  policies  which  apply 
basically  to  the  same  landscape  unit  throughout  the  county.  These  designations  and 
the  policy  recommendations  attached  to  each  unit  have  been  useful  in  establishing 
performance  standards  and  other  land  use  controls.  As  stated  earlier,  the  landscape 
unit  concept  reflects  a  set  of  characteristics  which  continue  a  natural  process. 
Therefore,  the  environmental  policies  are  established  to  reflect  the  overall  natural 
process  of  a  landscape  unit  and  the  specific  resource  limitations  as  well. 

Specific  land  use  policies  are  more  appropriately  found  in  the  Cascade  County 
Developm.ent  Plan.  "Recommended  actions"  and  "suggested  policies"  are  only 
included  when  a  specific  recreational  activity  may  be  dependent  on  a  particular 
landscape  unit. 

A.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs: 

Lakes,  reservoirs  and  rivers  include  water  bodies  either  flowing  or  standing 
for  all  or  most  of  the  year.  Included  in  the  landscape  unit  are  those  lands 
immediately  adjacent  to  water  bodies  which  directly  influence  the  physical, 
biological  and  chemical  properties  of  the  water. 

Suggested  Policies: 

*  Since  the  rivers  and  lakes/reservoirs  are  of  the  highest  priority  in 
terms  of  recreation,  aesthetics,  agriculture  and  wildlife  habitat,  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  preserve  their  integrity. 

*  Public  access  to  all  rivers  and  streams  should  be  provided  at  regular 
intervals. 

*  Areas  designated  for  their  unique  and  fragile  or  recreational 
potentials  should  be  protected. 

*  Recreational  use  of  rivers  and  lakes/reservoirs  should  be  coordinated 
with  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  or  other  agencies 
with  jurisdiction. 

B.  Alluvial  Lowlands: 

Alluvial  lowlands  are  the  plains  occupying  valley  floors  which  result  from  the 
deposition  of  material  by  water.  The  major  conspicuous  feature  of  this  landscape 
umt  is  the  floodplain. 

Suggested  Policies: 

*  Recreational  or  agricultural  uses  should  be  encouraged  in  designated 
floodplain  areas  rather  than  residential,  commercial  or  industrial  uses. 
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Recreational  uses  must  comply  with  local  floodplain  and  streambank 
protection  regulations, 

*  Multiple  use  parkland  incorporating  wildlife  habitat,  visual  and  scenic 
preservation  and  other  open  space  values  should  be  a  primary  land 
use. 

C.  Lowland  Terraces: 

Lowland  terraces  are  landscape  units  which  form  a  transition  from  the 
alluvial  lowlands  to  the  somewhat  higher  benches  and  dissected  benches.  These 
terraces  are  nearly  level,  or  gently  undulating,  sloping  to  the  valley  floors. 

D.  Benches  and  Dissected  Benches: 

Benches  and  dissected  benches  are  flat  or  relatively  flat  terrain.  Considered 
former  valley  floors,  these  landscapes  now  stand  higher  than  current  valley  bottoms 
due  to  subsequent  erosion.  Benches  which  have  been  recently  dissected  by  erosion 
into  complex  drainage  configurations,  also  are  to  be  found  within  Cascade  County. 

Suggested  Policies: 

*  Terraces  are  such  that  they  can  accommodate  a  wide  variety  of  land 
uses. 

*  Maintenance  of  adequate  vegetation  should  be  a  primary 
consideration  in  order  to  preserve  the  landscape.  Parks  and  open 
space  easements  are  ideal  multiple  benefit  land  uses  which  may 
provide  access  to  valuable  recreation  land,  scenic  access,  and  also 
discourage  erosion  and  maintain  wildlife  habitat. 

E.  Rough  Breaks: 

Rough  breaks  is  a  classification  which  includes  broken  land  formed  by 
numerous  steep  drainage  channels  and  coulees  up  to  300  feet  deep.  This  unit  is  also 
made  up  of  steep,  broken  bluffs  and  escarpments  separating  benches  from  lower 
terraces  and  valley  floors. 

Suggested  Policies: 

*  Maintenance  of  natural  vegetation  should  be  a  prime  consideration  in 
order  to  preserve  the  landscape,  discourage  erosion  and  maintain 
wildlife  habitats. 

*  Parkland  and  open  space  can  provide  the  mechanism  for  such 
preservation. 

F.  Uplands: 

Rolling  to  steep  terrain,  generally  from  4000-6000  feet  in  elevation,  sloping 
upward  to  the  base  of  the  mountains  in  the  southeastern  and  southwestern  portions 
or  the  county  and  are  often  deeply  dissected  by  drainage  ways.  Grazing  is  the 
predominate  use.  Slopes  are  variable,  sometimes  reaching  m  excess  of 50%. 
Hazards  include  faults,  landslides,  slumping  and  soil  creep. 
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Suggested  Policies: 

*  Open  space  uses  such  as  agriculture  or  natural  areas  of  native 
vegetation  should  be  considered  priority  activities. 

*  Visual  impact  and  native  species  habitat  analysis  should  be  conducted 
before  development  is  allowed  to  proceed. 

*  Public  access  to  federal  lands  should  be  maintained  and  additional 
access  acquired  when  necessary. 

G.        Sedimentary,  Igneous  and  Metamorphic  Mountains: 

Sedimentary  mountains  are  those  areas  over  5000  feet  in  elevation  which  are 
underlain  by  rock  strata  formed  from  loose  sediments  such  as  sand,  mud  or  gravel 
deposited  on  the  earth's  surface.  Sandstone,  shale  and  limestone  are  some  of  the 
common  results  of  this  rock  forming  process. 

Igneous  mountains  are  those  areas  underlain  by  materials  of  volcanic  origin, 
also  over  5000  feet  in  elevation. 

Metamorphic  mountains  include  those  areas  geologically  altered  by  volcanic 
or  other  activity.  Metamorphic  or  metamorphism  implies  a  pronounced  change 
affected  by  heat  and  pressure  resulting  in  a  more  compact,  highly  crystalline 
condition.  The  lower  parameter  for  this  landscape  umt  is  also  the  5000  foot  contour 
interval. 

Sedimentary  mountains  occupy  nearly  all  of  the  area  with  the  exception  of 
several  igneous  intrusives  and  metamorphic  uplands.  High  erosion  rates  have 
caused  the  area  to  become  very  rugged,  limiting  land  use  in  the  area  to  grazing  and 
lumbering.  Nearly  all  of  this  terram  is  managed  by  the  federal  government  and 
included  m  the  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest. 

The  igneous  mountain  landscape  unit  represents  four  major  areas  in  Cascade 
County.  Three  of  these  areas:  Thunder  Mountain,  Barber  Mountain  and  Long 
Mountain-Neihart  Baldy  Mountain  are  found  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county. 
The  fourth  area  is  found  south  of  Cascade  in  the  southwestern  portions  of  the 
county.  The  igneous  mountains  are  generally  very  steep  and  rugged  and  have  poor 
soils.  Many  fragmented  rocks  are  common  in  the  area.  High  resistance  to  erosion 
and  weathering  has  left  them  at  higher  elevations  than  surrounding  areas. 

The  metamorphic  mountains  are  found  principally  in  the  Monarch-Neihart 
area.  The  formations  consist  mainly  of  gneiss  and  shist  and  are  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  igneous  intrusive  body  forming  Long  Mountain-Neihart  Baldy 
Mountain.  The  areas  is  very  rough  and  broken  with  deeply  eroded  canyons 
throughout  it.  Soils  are  generally  shallow  and  vegetation  consists  of  forest  and 
underbrush.  Steep  topography  is  associated  with  the  area,  although  no  major  peaks 
are  included. 

Suggested  Policies: 

•  Park  or  open  space  designation  should  reflect  the  environmental  and 

aesthetic  values  of  these  mountainous  landscapes. 
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*  Primary  land  use  should  remain  as  grazing  and  wildlife  habitat,  with 
the  exception  of  non-deleterious  recreational  activities. 

*  Public  access  to  federal  lands  should  be  maintained  and  additional 
access  should  be  acquired  when  possible. 

H.        Buttes: 

Buttes  are  conspicuous  and  characteristic  landforms  with  steep  or  precipitous 
sides.  Typically,  these  are  visible  north  and  west  of  Cascade.  Differential  erosion 
has  resulted  in  these  flat-topped  tabled  landmarks  standing  above  the  surrounding 
land. 

Suggested  Policies: 

*  The  buttes  should  remain  undeveloped  and  incentives  or  sanctions 
should  be  designed  through  the  planning  process  to  maintain  the  unit 
in  that  state.  As  stated  in  the  Cascade  County  Development  Plan, 
(1982  revised,  p.  75),  buttes  are  prohibited  from  development. 

*  The  visual  and  scenic  quality  of  buttes  should  be  maintained. 
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IX.  PLANNING  AREA  ANALYSIS  AND  INVENTORY 

Back  in  1975  the  Cascade  County  Planning  Board  established  eleven  rural  citizen 
advisory  committees  or  planning  areas  in  order  to  assist  the  planning  staff  in 
determining  land  use  policies.  Separate  environmental  and  community  plans  were 
then  prepared  for  each  area.  Because  of  the  wealth  of  demographic,  environmental, 
cultural  and  historic  data  found  in  these  plans,  it  was  decided  to  incorporate  much 
of  this  material  in  the  County  Park  Plan. 

Within  each  planning  area,  several  factors  are  analyzed,  inventoried  or  discussed. 
These  include:  1)  demographics,  2)  terrain  types  peculiar  to  the  area,  and  3) 
resources  inventory;  composed  of  three  elements:  cultural-historic/pre-historic, 
environmental,  and  recreational.  The  intent  of  this  analysis  is  to  guide  or  assist  in 
prioritizing  the  acquisition,  disposal  and  improvements  of  county  parklands  and 
open  space. 

SUN  RIVER  VALLEY  -  PLANNING  AREA  ONE 

A.  Demographics:  According  to  the  1977  Sun  River  Valley  Community 
Plan,  this  area  accounts  for  the  largest  percentage  of  rural  residents 

in  Cascade  County,  at  that  time  having  2,373,  or  27.7%  of  the  county's 
rural  residents.  Five  of  twelve  rural  growth  areas  are  located  within 
Sun  River  planning  area.  The  majority  of  the  area's  population  is 
clustered  in  three  areas. 

The  first  cluster  is  along  Highway  89,  the  entire  length  of  the  plarming 
area,  from  Vaughn  to  Simms.  Approximately  300  people  live  in  Simms,  200 
in  Fort  Shaw,  180  in  Sun  River  and  600  in  Vaughn;  together  totalling 
50%  of  the  area's  population. 

The  second  congregation  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Shaw,  both  south  of 
U.S.  Highway  89  and  north  on  the  Ashuelot  Bench. 

The  third  area  of  inhabitants  is  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  Greenfield 
Bench,  generally  north  of  the  towns  of  Fort  Shaw  and  Sun  River.  The 
remainder  of  the  planning  area  is  sparsely  populated. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Landscape  units  found  within  the  Sun  River  Valley  area 
include: 

1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes,  and  Reservoirs:  The  lakes/reservoirs  and 
rivers  in  the  Sun  River  Valley  consists  of  a  few  minor  streams,  stock  ponds 
and  the  Sun  River.  The  Sun  River  and  it's  riparian  habitat  supports 
abundant  fish  and  wildlife.  It  is  considered  of  critical  or  high  value  for 
whitetail  deer  and  mule  deer,  bald  eagle,  otter,  pheasant,  osprey,  antelope 
and  shirttail  grouse.  The  Sun  River  is  classified  as  a  cold  water,  sport  fish 
habitat  for  trout.  Hazards  include  flooding,  high  water  tables  and 
streambank  erosion. 

2.  Alluvial  Lowlands:  The  alluvial  lowlands  are  plains  occupying  valley 
floors  which  result  from  the  deposition  of  material  by  water.  The  major 
conspicuous  feature  of  the  landscape  unit  is  the  floodplain.  Generally,  this 
terrain  is  found  adjacent  to  the  Sun  River.  Mainly,  irrigated  agricultural 
activities  are  located  on  this  terrain,  but  of  concern  in  terms  of  flood  hazard 
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(within  the  100  year  floodplain)  is  the  location  of  the  community  of  Sun 
River. 

3.  Benches:  Benches  are  former  valley  floor  levels  undercut  by 
geologically  recent  stream  flows.  This  terrain  ranges  from  north  of  the  Sun 
River  to  the  county  line,  and  south  of  the  Sun  River  it  includes  all  the  land 
between  the  Sun  and  Missouri  Rivers,  excluding  the  buttes,  foothills, 
mountains  and  the  alluvial  lowlands.  Generally,  the  elevation  is  100  or  so 
feet  above  the  river  valleys,  at  about  the  3500  -  4000  foot  contour.  Hazards 
include  landslides  in  areas  of  groundwater  seepage. 

4.  Buttes:  Characteristic  landforms  of  rural  Cascade  County  are  the 
steeply  sided  and  flat  topped  landforms  found  generally  north  of  Cascade  or 
south  of  Simms  and  Fort  Shaw.  Historically,  buttes  are  of  considerable 
importance  to  this  region.  Two  of  the  most  important,  Square  and  Crown, 
are  preserved  as  natural  areas.  Other  notable  tsuttes  include:  Cascade, 
Johnson  and  Birdtail  Buttes. 

5.  Uplands:  Comprising  igneous  and  sedimentary  mountains,  these 
rugged  areas  rise  above  4400  feet  and  are  found  in  only  a  very  limited  area 
near  the  Birdtail  Divide. 

C.        Resource  Inventory:  The  Sun  River  Valley  contains  the  most  historical  and 
scenic  features  of  any  planning  area  within  Cascade  County  (excluding  the  city- 
county  area  of  Great  Falls).  Important  resources  to  be  considered  when  planning 
parks  and  other  conservation  land  uses,  include  the  following: 

1.         Cultural  and  Historic  Resources: 

a.  Blackfeet  Agency  Farm  #1 
Location:  Near  community  of  Sun  River 
Importance:  First  Indian  farming 
Status:  Unknown 

b.  Blackfeet-Crow  Battleground 
Location:  Near  community  of  Sun  River 
Importance:  Indian  battleground 
Status:  Unknown 

c.  Fort  Shaw  Military  Post  and  Cemetery 
Location:  Near  community  of  Fort  Shaw 
Importance:  Old  Military  Post 

Status:  Several  buildings  remain,  currently  used  as  a  school, 
public  property  -  access  restricted 

d.  Mullen  Road  Historic  Trail 

Location:  Traversing  Birdtail  Creek-Sun  River- Vaughn  area 
Importance:  Old  militar)'  road  between  Fort  Benton  and 
Walla  Walla,  Washington 
Status:  Public/private  property  -  access  restricted 

e.  Eagle  Rock  Stage  Station 
Location:  Four  Corners  area 
Importance:  Stagestop/Mullen  Road 
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Status:  Unknown 

f.  Adams  Stone  Barn 

Location:  Two  miles  east  of  Sun  River 

Importance:  Historic  barn 

Status:  Building  has  been  renovated,  private  property  -  access 

restricted 

g.  Other  Resources 

Simms  Woodyard;  Four  homesteads/schools;  Priest's  Crossing; 
Fort  Shaw-McLeod  Trail;  Sun  River  leavings 

2.  Environmental  Resources: 

a.  Crown  Butte  Natural  Area 

Location:  Thirty  miles  southwest  of  Great  Falls 

Importance:  Scenic  natural  area 

Status:  Area  preserved  by  Nature  Conservancy,  hiking  allowed 

b.  Sun  River 

Location:  Traverses  planning  district 

Importance:  Provides  fishing,  floating  and  irrigation  resource 
Status:  Public/private  land  access  allowed  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Stream  Access  Law 

c.  Square  Butte 

Location:  Six  miles  south  of  the  community  of  Sun  River 
Importance:  Scenic  landmark 
Status:  Private  land  -  access  restricted 

3.  Recreational  Resources:  Six  county  parks  are  located  within  the 
planning  area.  Please  refer  to  individual  park  inventories  for  descriptions 
and  recommendations. 

a.  Fort  Shaw  Central  Park 

b.  Fort  Shaw  Riverside  Park 

c.  SunPrairie  Village  Parks  #1,  #2,  #3 

d.  Twin  Silos  Park 
NEUMAN  -  PLANNING  AREA  TWO 

A.  Demographics:  The  Neuman  planning  area  contains  the  fewest  rural 
inhabitants  of  the  12  units  addressed  m  this  park  plan.  In  1977,  156  residents  were 
spread  rath^jr  evenly  throughout  this  area. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Five  landscapes  are  found  within  the  Neuman  district, 
including: 

L         Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  Within  this  category  of  rivers, 
streams,  lakes  and  reservoirs  are  the  two  dominant  features  of  Benton  Lake 
and  Muddy  Creek.  Benton  Lake  is  a  federally  designated  and  managed 
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wildlife  refuse.  Benton  Lake  provides  abundant  wildlife  habitat,  especially 
for  upland  birds,  such  as  pheasant  and  shirttail  grouse,  and  migratory 
waterfowl.  A  great  variety  of  other  wildlife  species  make  use  of  the  habitat 
afforded  by  the  refuge.  Water  is  diverted  from  Muddy  Creek  to  prevent  the 
lake  from  drying  up.  Muddy  Creek  forms  a  portion  of  the  Neuman  Planning 
Districts'  southwest  boundary. 

2.  Lowland  Terraces:  Lowland  Terraces  are  found  in  the  low  lying  areas 
north  of  Interstate  15. 

3.  Benches:  Bench  landscape  is  the  predominant  terrain  found  in  the 
Neuman  planning  area,  with  the  major  exception  being  the  Benton  Lake 
area.  Both  the  bench  and  lowland  terrace  terrains  afford  a  great  variety  of 
land  uses.  Where  the  lowland  terrace  and  the  bench  terrains  meet  there  is 
some  hazard  due  to  mass  gravity  movement.  There  is  also  some  threat  due 
to  wind  and  soil  erosion  on  disturbed  land. 

4.  Dissected  Benches:  Dissected  benches  are  found  in  small  amounts, 
directly  associated  with  the  predominant  bench  terrain,  throughout  the  study 
area. 

5.  Rough  Breaks:  Rough  breaks  are  the  heavily  broken  drainage 
channels  and  coulees  up  to  300  feet  in  depth,  including  bluffs  and 
escarpments  separating  benches  from  lower  terraces  and  lowland  valley 
floods. 

C.        Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural-Historic  Resources: 

a.         Mullen  Road  Historic  Trail 
Location:  Near  Benton  Lake 
Importance:  Historic  trail 
Status:  Undeveloped,  private/public  -  access  restricted 

2.  Envirorunental  Resources: 

a.         Benton  Lake  Wildlife  Refuge 

Location:  Seven  miles  north  of  Great  Falls 
Importance:  Wildlife  range 

Status:  Interpretive  center  open  to  public,  tours  available, 
hunting  allowed  subject  to  regulations 

3.  Recreational  Resources: 

No  formally  designated  recreational  resources  have  been  developed 
within  this  district,  with  the  exception  of  recent  interpretive  facilities 
associated  with  the  USFWS  Benton  Lake  Wildlife  Refuge. 

PORTAGE  -  PLANNING  AREA  THREE 

A.        Demographics:  The  Portage  planning  area  is  the  third  least  population 
district  of  the  twelve  within  Cascade  County. 
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B.  Landscape  Types:  Landscape  units  found  within  Portage  planning  areas 
include: 

1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  The  primary  water  feature 
within  the  area  is  the  Missouri  River,  forming  about  half  of  the  southern 
boundary.  All  coulees  and  drainages  emptying  into  the  Missouri  are 
intermittent.  Black  Horse  Lake  is  an  enclosed  basin,  also  situated  within  the 
area.  It  too  is  intermittent,  containing  water  all  or  part  of  the  summer 
months  depending  on  annual  precipitation.  Wildlife  do  not  make  extensive 
use  of  this  area  with  the  exception  of  some  deer  and  antelope.  Seasonal  high 
water  and  accompanying  flooding,  and  affects  of  the  lake  on  the  groundwater 
are  notable  geologic  hazards.  Grazing  is  the  primary  land  use  within  the 
Portage  area.  Little  topographic  relief  is  found  within  this  landscape  unit. 

2.  Benches:  The  benches  are  the  relatively  flat  or  gently  sloping 
topographical  terrains.  Subsequent  stream  flow  has  resulted  in  the  benches 
standing  above  the  valley  floor.  With  the  exception  of  the  Missouri  River 
and  Black  Horse  Lake  riparian  zones  and  associated  lowlands,  the  entire 
Portage  area  is  within  this  landscape  unit.  Wildlife  using  this  landscape 
include  antelope,  deer,  as  well  as  upland  game  birds.  Hazards  include  water 
and  wind  erosion.  Landslides  can  occur  where  this  unit  descends  steeply  to 
Missouri  River  bottoms.  High  shrink  swell  potential  exists  due  to  the  nature 
of  Bentonite  soils  -  this  may  present  severe  limitations  to  construction  of 
buildings  or  roads. 

3.  Rough  Breaks:  The  rough  breaks  unit  is  characterized  by  rugged, 
broken  terrain,  numerous  drainage  channels  and  coulees  up  to  300  feet  deep. 
This  terrain  includes,  primarily,  the  broken  bluffs  and  escarpments 
separating  benches  from  valley  floors.  Hazards  and  threats  are  a  reiteration 
of  those  within  the  benches  unit. 

C.  Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historic  Resources: 

a.  Great  Falls  of  the  Missouri 

Location:  Eight  miles  east  of  Great  Falls  at  Ryan  Dam 

Importance:  First  and  highest  of  several  falls  on  the  Missouri 

River 

Status:  Public  access  provided  by  Montana  Power 

b.  Hydro-Electric  Power  Dams  -  Morony,  Ryan  and  Cochrane 
Dams 

Location:  Missouri  River  downstream  from  Great  Falls 
Importance:  Provide  electric  power 
Status:  Tours  conducted  by  Montana  Power 

2.  Environmental  Resources: 

a.         Sulpher  Springs 

Location:  Near  Morony  Dam 
Importance:  Wetland 
Status:  Private  Land 
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b.  Black  Horse  Lake 

location:  Five  miles  north  of  Great  Falls 

Importance:  Wetland 

Status:  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

c.  Missouri  River 

Lx)cation:  Southern  boundary  of  planning  area 

Importance:  Hydro-electric  power,  fisheries  and  wildlife 

habitat 

Status:  Private  land  with  access  at  the  selected  points  only 

3.         Recreational  Resources:  No  recreational  resources  have  been 
developed  by  any  public  agency  within  the  planning  area 

a.  Morony  Dam  Fishing  Access 
Location:  Ten  miles  east  of  Great  Falls 
Importance:  Provides  fishing  and  floating  access  to  the 
Missouri  River 

Status:  Access  provided  by  Montana  Power 

b.  Ryan  Dam  Picnic  Area 

Location:  Eight  miles  east  of  Great  Falls 

Importance:  Popular  picnic  site  below  Ryan  Dam  and 

waterfall 

Status:  Open  summer  months,  provided  and  maintained  by 

Montana  Power 

ULM  -  PLANNING  AREA  FOUR 

A.  Demographics:  The  majority  of  this  areas  population  reside  within  or  around 
the  unincorporated  community  of  Ulm.  In  1988  this  included  about  362  people. 
The  rest  of  the  district  is  sparsely  populated. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Landscape  units  within  the  Ulm  district  include: 

1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  The  most  conspicuous  feature 
of  the  Ulm  district  is  the  Missouri  River  and  it's  many  meanders. 
Some  oxbow  lakes  and  islands  occur  in  association  with  the  river. 
Principal  creeks  include  the  Little  Muddy  and  the  Dry  Fork.  Many 
minor  lakes  and  creeks  are  present  intermittently.  Agriculture  and 
recreation  are  the  important  uses  adjacent  to  this  terrain. 

2.  Alluvial  Lowlands:  Closely  associated  with  the  Missouri  River  and 
the  Little  Muddy  Creek,  occupying  the  valley  floors  deposited  by  their 
water  flows,  are  the  alluvial  lowlands  making  up  the  floodplain.  Ulm 
is  an  agricultural  community  situated  within  the  widest  portion  of  the 
lowlands.  Other  than  this  inhabitation,  the  primary  use  of  the 
lowlands  is  agricultural.  In  fact,  modification  of  the  natural  landscape 
is  so  pervasive  that  little  or  the  native  vegetation  remains.  That  which 
remams,  in  association  with  crops,  creates  excellent  big  game  and 
non-game  habitat.  Bald  eagle  and  osprey  are  reported  to  occasionally 
use  these  lowlands  as  feeding  habitats.  The  major  hazard  is  flooding 
and  stream  bank  erosion.  Recently  numerous  twenty  acre  tracts  have 
been  created  south  of  Ulm. 


30 


3.         Lowland  Terraces:  Found  about  100  feet  above  the  valley  floor  of  the 
lowlands  is  the  sedimentary  terraces.  This  landform  generally  lays  at 
the  3500  to  3800  foot  elevation.  Agriculture  is  the  predominant  use, 
accompanied  by  the  hazard  of  wind  and  water  caused  soil  erosion. 
The  transition  zone  between  the  terraces  and  the  lowlands  is  most 
vulnerable  to  erosion,  and  thus  most  appropriate  for  designation  as 
open  space. 

C.        Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historic  Resources: 

a.  Ulm  Pishkun  Buffalo  Jump 
Location:  Four  miles  north  of  Ulm 

Importance:  Major  buffalo  jump  with  interpretive  signs 
Status:  Managed  as  a  state  monument  by  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks.  A  management  plan 
is  currently  being  developed. 

b.  Lewis  and  Clark  Campsite 
Location:  Along  the  Missouri  River 
Importance:  Cultural 

Status:  Undeveloped 

2.  Environmental  Resources: 

a.         Missouri  River  -  fisheries,  wildlife  habitat,  irrigation 

3.  Recreational  Resources:  Within  the  last  year  the  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  has  acquired  two  fishing  access  sites  on  the  Missouri 
River. 

One  county  park  is  located  within  the  planning  area.  Please  refer  to 
individual  park  inventories  for  descriptions  and  recommendations  for  Ulm- 
Montana  Power  Park. 

SMITH  RIVER  -  PLANNING  AREA  FIVE 

A.  Demographics:  In  1979  there  were  about  180  residents  living  within  the 
Smith  River  planning  area  with  the  bulk  of  the  residents  living  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Smith  River  Valley.  Little  change  in  population  is  expected  to  have  occurred 
in  the  last  ten  years. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  The  following  landscape  units  are  found  within  the 
planning  area: 

1.         Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  Adverse  topography  typifies 
the  Smith  River  planning  area,  ranging  from  the  Missouri  River  in  the  north 
to  the  rugged  canyon  of  the  Smith  River  to  the  south.  The  Smith  River 
traverses  the  entire  planning  area  from  south  to  north  and  is  the  major 
feature  of  the  area.  Other  drainages  include  Trout  Creek,  Clark  Creek  and 
the  lower  portion  of  Hound  Creek. 
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2  Alluvial  Lowlands:  This  feature  occupies  the  lower  end  of  the  Smith 
River  Valley  and  is  heavily  cultivated.  The  area  also  provided  habitat  cover 
for  upland  game  birds  and  whitetail  deer.  Flooding  and  streambank  erosion 
are  the  major  hazards. 

3  Benches  and  Dissected  Benches:  Lying  above  the  lowlands  are  the 
benches  and  dissected  benches.  The  benches  are  generally  level  and  used  for 
dryland  farming,  while  the  dissected  benches  are  more  rolling  and  used  for 
grazing  with  some  cultivation.  There  are  areas  of  soil  slumpage  and  high 
winds  can  cause  an  erosion  problem. 

4.         Rough  Breaks:  This  feature  is  a  transition  zone  in  the  upper  Smith 
River  canyon  area  between  the  river  and  uplands.  This  area  consists  of 
limestone  cliffs,  steep  slopes,  escarpments  and  bluffs.  Severe  erosion  and 
rock  slides  can  occur  with  disturbance. 

5  Uplands:  This  landscape  unit  is  the  predominate  feature  in  the  south 

portion  of  the  planning  area.  The  terrain  is  dissected  by  many  coulees  and 
drainage.  The  major  vegetation  type  is  native  grasses  with  scattered  timber 
in  the  sheltered  area.  The  primary  land  use  is  grazing  and  wildlife  habitat. 

Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historic  Resources 

a.  Homesteads  (2) 
Location:  Unknown 
Importance:  Historical 
Status:  Unknown 

b.  Millegan  Area 

Location:  Fifty  miles  south  of  Great  Falls 
Importance:  Historical 
Status:  Unknown 

2.  Environmental  Resources 

a.         Smith  River 

Location:  Traverses  entire  planning  area 

Importance:  Fisheries,  wildlife  habitat,  water  quality, 

irrigation 

Status:  Public/private 

3.  Recreational  Resources 

a.  Eden  Bridge  Fishing  Access  Site 
Location:  Fifteen  miles  south  of  Ulm 

Importance:  Take  out  point  for  floaters  down  the  Smith  Kiver 

Canyon  ,^.  ,    ,,,.,  ...^        . 

Status:  Managed  by  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 

Parks 

b.  Smith  River  State  Designated  Recreational  Waterway 
Location:  Southern  portion  of  planning  area 
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Importance:  Popular  recreational  floating  stream 

Status:  Managed  by  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

c.         Other  Sites 

Two  sites,  one  at  the  confluence  of  the  Smith  River  and 
Missouri  River  and  one  approximately  two  miles  upstream  on 
the  Smith  River  are  to  be  acquired  by  the  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks. 

No  county  parks  are  located  in  the  planning  area. 

SAND  COULEE  -  PLANNING  AREA  SIX 

A.  Demographics:  Sand  Coulee  is  the  fourth  most  populated  planning  area, 
with  somewhere  around  1000  residents  living  hereabouts.  Four  growth  areas  are 
located  therein;  encompassing  Tracy  (est.  201  in  1988),  Stockett  (est.  276  in  1988), 
Centerville  (est.  30  in  1989)  and  Sand  Coulee  (est.  244  in  1988). 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Four  landscape  types  can  be  found  within  the  planning 


area. 


1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  The  primary  water  feature 
within  the  planning  area  is  Sand  Coulee  Creek,  with  main  tributaries 
including  the  Walker,  Spring,  Number  Five  and  Antelope  Coulees,  and 
Cottonwood  Creek.  Due  to  severe  acidic  water  conditions,  little  wildlife  use 
is  expected  below  Centerville. 

2.  Alluvial  Lowlands:  The  alluvial  lowlands  consist  mainly  of  the  valley 
floors,  prominently  featuring  the  floodplain.  The  northern  portion  of  the 
planning  area  called  Johnson  Flats,  is  classified  as  alluvial  lowland.  Small 
grain  agricultural  production  is  the  predominant  use.  Flooding  occurs  quite 
regularly  on  Sand  Coulee  Creek  due  to  rapid  melt-off  of  snow  accumulation 
by  'Chinook'  winds  and  occasionally  high  spring  and  summer  rains.  Recent 
flooding  has  occurred  in  the  years;  1953,  1958,  1964.  1965,  1966,  1969  and 
1975.  Flooding  occurs  within  these  alluvial  lowlands  even  in  minor  storms. 
Various  wildlife  use  these  lowlands,  including  whitetail  and  mule  deer, 
pheasant,  grouse  and  partridge. 

3.  Benches:  Benches  are  gently  sloping  former  valley  floors  now 
elevated  above  the  present  lowlands.  With  the  exception  of  the  northern, 
Johnson  Flats  portion  described  previously,  nearly  all  of  the  planning  district 
is  composed  or  bench  landscape. 

4.  Breaks:  Breaks  are  rough  broken  lands  characterized  by  steep 
drainages  and  draws,  up  to  300  feet  deep.  Also  included  are  the  steep 
broken  cliffs  and  escarpments  separating  benches  from  terraces  and 
lowlands. 

Resource  Inventory: 

1.         Cultural  and  Historical  Resources:  No  historical  resources  of  high 
regional  value  have  been  observed,  although  local  mining  history  involvmg 
the  Centerville-Stockett-Tracy-Sand  Coulee  area  may  prove  of  value  to 
residents  and  visitors  if  appropriately  developed  and  interpreted. 
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2.  Environmental  Resources:  No  environmental  resources  of  great 
value  are  know  to  exist. 

3.  Recreational  Resources:  One  county  park  is  being  developed  within 
the  Centerville  community. 

CASCADE  -  PLANNING  AREA  SEVEN 

A.  Demographics:  In  1977,  1,496  residents  lived  within  planning  area  seven. 
Generally,  about  half  of  these  reside  within  or  immediately  around  the  community 
of  Cascade.  Most  of  the  rest  are  concentrated  in  the  Missouri  River  Canyon 
upstream  from  Cascade. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Five  landforms  are  found  within  the  planning  area. 

1.  River,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  The  Missouri  River  is  the 
major  drainage  system,  along  with  it's  tributaries;  Muddy,  Bird  and  Antelope 
Creeks,  Castner  Coulee  and  the  Dearborn  River.  The  eastern  border  of  the 
planning  district  is  composed  of  the  important  recreation  resource  of  the 
Smith  River-Hound  Creek  drainage.  Lakes  include  Schrammeck  and 
numerous  smaller  ones  on  the  terraces.  Reservoirs  are  found  throughout  the 
district,  on  all  terrains  except  the  alluvial  lowlands  and  the  buttes.  The  major 
reservoirs  include;  Middle  Creek,  Hound  Creek,  Rocky  Reef  and  Elizabeth. 
Fish  and  waterfowl  are  the  important  wildlife  found  here,  although  many  and 
most  wildlife  species  use  the  aquatic  terrains  to  some  degree. 

2.  Alluvial  Lowlands:  Alluvial  lowlands  are  closely  associated  with  the 
Missouri  River  and  it's  tributaries.  Modification  of  the  natural  landscape  for 
agricultural  purposes  has  caused  much  of  the  natural  vegetation  to  become 
scarce,  although  habitat  does  exist  for  wildlife  of  all  sorts  within  this 
landform,  notably  bald  eagle  and  osprey  as  they  are  listed  as  federally 
endangered.  Flooding  is  the  major  hazard  associated  with  this  terrain, 
although  major  dams  upstream  have  alleviated  this  problem  to  a  great 
degree.  Bank  erosion  can  occur  in  association  with  flooding  and 
development  disturbances. 

3.  Lowland  Terraces:  Terraces  account  for  most  of  the  agricultural  use 
within  area  seven.  As  a  result  natural  vegetation  and  wildlife  use  is 
minimized,  although  grazing  by  large  game  animals  is  common. 

4.  Uplands:  Occupying  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  planning  district 
are  the  igneous  uplands.  This  terrain  forms  a  transition  between  the  strict 
grassland  and  forest  covered  lands.  It  can  be  quite  rugged  and  access 
difficult.  Some  livestock  grazing  does  occur.  Elk,  deer,  mountain  goat,  and 
sheep  can  be  found  here.  Upland  game  birds  as  well  as  bald  eagle  and 
osprey  inhabit  this  terrain  at  certain  times.  Landslides  and  rockfalls  are 
major  hazards. 

5.  Buttes:  Buttes  are  found  primarily  northwest  of  the  Missouri  River  in 
the  benches  and  foothills  terrain. 

C.        Resource  Inventory: 
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1.  Cultural  and  Historical  Resources:  There  are  twenty-three  pioneer 
era  homesteads  and  former  schools  scattered  through  the  area  and  are  in  the 
unknown  condition.  Also  undeveloped  in  terms  of  tourist  potential  are  two 
Lewis  and  Clark  campsites  along  the  Missouri  River,  one  half  mile  north  of 
Pelican  Point  and  just  north  of  Mid-Canon  Park.  St.  Peter's  Mission,  located 
on  Mission  Creek  is  the  site  of  former  church  buildings  and  remnants  of 
dormitories. 

2.  Environmental  Resources: 

a.  Missouri  River 

Location:  Flows  through  planning  area 

Importance:  Blue  ribbon  trout  stream,  water  quality,  wildlife 

habitat,  irrigation 

Status:  Numerous  public  access  sites 

b.  Mountain  Palace 

Location:  Ten  miles  southwest  of  Cascade 
Importance:  Unusual  geologic  formation 
Status:  Unknown 

c.  Numerous  Buttes 

3.  Recreational  Resources 

a.  Several  Missouri  River  access  sites  are  managed  by 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

b.  Three  Cascade  County  Parks  are  located  along  the  Missouri 
River:  1)  Mid-Canon,  2)  Cooper  and  3)  Island;  see  individual 
inventories. 

EDEN  -  PLANNING  AREA  EIGHT 

A.  Demographics:  In  1977,  about  520  people  were  estimated  to  be  living  within 
the  Eden  planning  area.  No  concentrations  of  population  were  present,  although 
most  of  these  people  lived  exclusively  within  the  northern  portion  of  the  district.  As 
of  this  writing  (1988),  little  change  is  expected  to  have  occurred  in  regard  to 
population  numbers  or  distribution. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Six  landscape  types  can  be  found  in  this  planning  area. 

1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  A  diverse  topography  typifies 
the  Eden  planning  district,  ranging  from  the  Missouri  River  in  the  north,  to 
the  Smith  River  in  the  south.  A  large  amount  of  surface  water  exists  within 
the  district,  most  of  the  water  is  of  good  quality  although  problems  exist  in 
the  Sand  Coulee  tributaries  of  Giffen  and  Number  Five  drainages. 
Restoration  of  water  quality  in  those  areas  is  underway  in  association  with 
mine  shaft  closures  and  reclamation.  Boston,  Ming  and  Goodman  Coulees, 
and  Clark  and  Mullens  Creek  all  drain  into  the  Smith  River. 

2.  Alluvial  Lowlands:  This  terrain  occupies  only  a  very  limited  area  of 
the  northern  portion  of  the  planning  area.  Cultivation  has  resulted  in  severe 
depletion  of  the  natural  vegetative  cover.  Excellent  big  game  and  non-game 
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habitat  is  located  within  the  lowlands.  Flooding  and  stream  bank  erosion  are 
major  hazards. 

3.  Benches:  Benches  occupy  a  narrow  stretch  land  in  the  north, 
continuing  southerly  along  the  Smith  River.  Wind  averages  in  this  area  are 
among  the  highest  in  the  nation,  resulting  in  a  high  potential  for  'blowout' 
erosion. 

4.  Dissected  Benches:  Dissected  benches  are  associated  with  the 
benches  landscape  described  above. 

5.  Rough  Breaks:  Numerous  steep  and  broken  drainages,  bluffs  and 
escarpments  make  up  the  rough  breaks  terrain.  Severe  erosion  and  slides 
can  occur  with  disturbance. 

6.  Uplands:  The  majority  of  the  Eden  planning  area  lies  within  the 
uplands  terrain  type.  The  terrain  is  dissected  by  many  intermittent  and 
annual  drainage  ways.  A  higher  percentage  of  natural  vegetation  is  intact 
within  the  foothills  than  on  the  lower  and  less  rugged  terrains,  due  to  its 
inaccessibility  and  unsuitability  for  development. 

Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historical  Resource: 

a.  Archaeological  Site  -  Bison  Kill 

Location:  Section  19,  Township  17  North,  Range  3  East 
Importance:  Cultural 
Status:  Unknown 

b.  Four  Pioneer  Homesteads/Schools 
Location:  Various  sites 
Importance:  Historical 

Status:  Unknown 

2.  Environmental  Resources: 

a.  Smith  River  Canyon  (see  Smith  River  Planning  Area 
description) 

b.  Pettapiece  Badland 

Location:  Two  miles  west  of  Eden 

Importance:  Scenic 

Status:  Private  -  access  restricted 

3.  Recreational  Resources: 

a.  White  Bear  Fishing  Access 

Location:  Four  miles  south  of  Great  Falls 

Importance:  Future  boat  launching  site  on  the  Missouri  River 

Status:  Undeveloped-Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

b.  No  county  parklands  are  located  in  this  planning  area 
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TIGER  BUTTE  -  PLANNING  AREA  NINE 

A.  Demographics:  An  evenly  dispersed  population  of  350  -  400  people  live 
within  this  area  (1977  estimate).  No  major  change  in  population  has  occurred  in  the 
last  twelve  years. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Four  landscape  units  are  found  in  this  planning  area. 

L         Benches:  Benches  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the  north  half  of  the 
planning  area.  These  areas  are  used  extensively  for  dryland  farming. 

2.  Dissected  Benches:  Differing  from  benches,  dissected  benches 
generally  consist  of  areas  of  rolling  lands  surface  and  shallow  coulees. 

3.  Rough  Breaks:  Rough  breaks  consist  of  the  broken  terrain  making  up 
the  drainage  channels  and  coulees.  This  landform  is  predominate  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  major  drainages  that  traverse  the  plarming  area.  This 
landform  is  also  subject  to  erosion  and  soil  slump  or  landslides. 

4.  Uplands:  Foothills  or  uplands  occupy  the  southerly  portion  of  the 
planning  area.  There  are  several  deep  and  steep-walled  drainages  flowing 
northward  from  this  landscape  unit  such  as  Box  Elder  Creek,  Sand  Coulee 
Creek  and  Belt  Creek.  This  landform  does  contain  some  of  the  more 
spectacular  scenery  in  the  county. 

C.  Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historical  Resources: 

a.  Original  Paris  Gibson  Place 

Location:  One  mile  south  of  Junction  U.S.  87-89 
Importance:  Belonged  to  the  founder  of  Great  Falls 
Status:  Unknown 

b.  Pioneer  Homestead/Schoolhouse 
Location:  Headwaters  of  Sand  Coulee  Creek 
Importance:  Historical 

Status:  Unknown 

2.  Environmental  Resources:  No  outstanding  environmental  resources 
were  identified  in  this  survey. 

3.  Recreational  Resources: 

a.  Sluice  Boxes  State  Monument  (DFWP) 
Location:  Fifteen  miles  south  of  Belt 
Importance:  Scenic  area  noted  for  good  fishing 
Status:  State  monument,  public  access  provided 

b.  No  county  parklands  are  found  within  this  planning  area 
BELT  VALLEY  -  PLANNING  AREA  TEN 
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A.  Demographics:  Belt  Valley  area  had,  in  1976,  1,438  residents.  At  that  time, 
the  incorporated  community  of  Belt  had  656  residents.  In  1980,  825  people  lived  in 
Belt.  It  is  estimated  that  about  65%  of  those  are  retired  and  elderly  (Zuhoski,  pers. 
comm.).  The  remaining  population  of  Belt  Valley  residents  are  spread  throughout 
the  area. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Six  types  of  landscapes  can  be  found  within  the  Belt 
Valley  area. 

1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  Belt  Creek  and  it's  tributaries 
dominate  the  water  oriented  landscapes  of  Belt  Valley.  Otter  Creek,  which 
drains  into  the  Belt,  and  it's  tributaries;  Cora,  Big  Willow,  and  Little  Belt 
Creeks,  as  well  as  intermittent  drainages,  are  spread  throughout  the  district. 
The  Missouri  River  forms  the  major  drainage  element  and  the  northern 
border  of  the  district.  These  waterways  are  critical  wildlife  habitats,  areas  for 
a  variety  of  non-game  and  game  species. 

2.  Alluvial  Lowlands:  Alluvial  lowlands  extend  along  Belt  Creek  from 
about  four  miles  north  of  the  Town  of  Belt  to  Riceville  Hill,  occupying  a 
narrow,  steep  valley.  Flooding  and  extensive  stream  bank  failure  is  common 
with  the  creek  as  it  meanders  through  the  valley  floor. 

3.  Benches:  Lying  above  the  lowlands  are  the  benches,  or  sedimentary 
terraces.  Extensive  agricultural  practices  take  place  on  these  lands. 

4.  Dissected  Benches:  Differing  from  benches,  dissecting  benches 
feature  rolling  land  surface.  Land  use  and  the  hazard  of  erosion  are  similar 
to  the  bench  landform. 

5.  Rough  Breaks:  Rough  breaks  are  the  broken  terrains  making  up  the 
drainage  channels  and  coulees.  Steep  bluffs  and  escarpments  separating 
benches  from  lowland  terraces  and  valleys  are  also  included  with  the  breaks. 
Extensive  hazards  from  erodible  soils  and  landsliding  characterize  the 
breaks. 

6.  Uplands:  The  foothills  occupy  the  majority  of  the  planning  area.  The 
border  between  the  foothills  and  the  benches  corresponds  closely  to  the  line 
separating  Range  6  East  from  Range  7  East,  including  the  southern  and 
eastern  three-fourths  of  the  area.  There  are  many  deep,  steep  walled 
drainages  flowing  northward  from  the  landscape.  Belt  Creek  forms  a  portion 
of  the  western  border  of  the  area,  and  the  Belt  Creek  "Sluice  Boxes"  provide 
some  of  the  most  spectacular  scenery  and  fishing  found  anywhere  in  the 
county. 

C.  Resource  Inventory: 

1.         Cultural  and  Historical  Resources: 

a.  Midway  Stage  Station 

Location:  Near  Box  Elder  Creek  along  U.S.  Highway  89 
Importance:  Historic  Site 
Status:  Unknown 

b.  Cora  Creek  Stage  Station 
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Location:        Three  miles  east  of  U.S.  Highway  89  on  Cora 

Creek 

Importance:  Historic  Site 

Status:  Unknown 

c.  Lewis  and  Clark  Portage  Route 

Location:  South  of  Belt  Creek  to  White  Bear  Island  on  the 

Missouri  River 

Importance:  Major  portage  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark 

Expedition 

Status:  Route  generally  crosses  private  land,  access  is 

restricted 

d.  One  Pioneer  Homestead/Schoolhouse 

Location:  Two  miles  north  of  Monarch  -  U.S.  Hwy.  89 

Importance:  Historical  site 

Status:  Unknown  -  private  land  -  access  restricted 

e.  Lewis  and  Clark  Campsite 

Location:  Confluence  of  Belt  Creek  and  Missouri  River 
Importance:  Historic  site  -  start  of  portage 
Status:  Unknown  -  private  land  -  access  restricted 

f.  Other 

Extensive  coal  mining  took  place  in  the  Belt  area  starting  in 
the  1890's.  Efforts  should  be  made  to  preserve  mining  history 
for  the  benefit  of  local  residents  as  well  as  visitors. 

2.  Environmental  Resources:  Large  scale  mine  reclamation  projects  are 
currently  in  progress  to  clean  up  old  mmes  and  mine  waste.  This  effort 
should  improve  the  water  quality  in  area  streams. 

3.  Recreational  Resources:  The  Town  of  Belt  has  a  well  developed  city 
park  and  rodeo  grounds.  No  county  parklands  are  located  in  this  planning 
area. 

MONARCH-NEIHART  -  PLANNING  AREA  ELEVEN 

A.  Demographics  -  Concentrated  mainly  along  Highway  89,  about  280  (1988 
est.)  residents  reside  within  the  planning  area.  About  134  (1988  est.)  people 
presently  live  in  Monarch,  while  Neihart  has  approximately  120  (1988  est.) 
residents. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Two  landscape  units  make  up  the  landform  types  within 
area  eleven.  These  are: 

1.  Rivers,  Streams,  Lakes  and  Reservoirs:  The  Belt  Creek  Drainage 
forms  the  primary  water  system  for  this  area.  Logging,  Tillinghast,  Dry  Fork, 
Belt,  Harley,  Carpenter,  and  Jefferson  Creeks  all  form  tributaries  to  Belt 
Creek.  Game  fish  can  be  found  within  all  annual  streams. 

2,  Mountains:  The  sedimentary  mountains  (like  the  other  upland 
mountainous  landforms)  extend  beyond  the  5000  foot  elevation.  This  terrain 
forms  the  major  landscape  within  the  Monarch-Neihart  area.  A  very  rugged 
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landform  surface  limits  the  uses  here  to  grazing,  recreation  and  logging. 
Virtually  the  entire  area  is  included  within  the  Lewis  and  Clark  National 
Forest.  Much  merchantable  timber  occurs  within  the  forest,  including  the 
species;  Yellow  Pine,  Lodgepole  Pine,  and  Douglas  Fir,  (marketable  at  160 
years  or  more).  Aspen,  Willow  and  Engelman  Spruce  are  also  evident  in 
their  particular  habitat.  Black  bear,  elk,  mule  and  whitetail  deer,  rocky 
mountain  goat  and  sheep,  and  a  variety  of  smaller  species  inhabit  the 
northwestern  section  of  the  planning  area. 

Igneous  mountains  are  those  underlain  by  igneous  materials.  Three  major 
landmarks  within  the  area  are  igneous:  Thunder,  Barker  and  Long-Neihart 
Baldy  Mountains.  Igneous  uplands  are  generally  very  steep  and  have  poor, 
fragmented  soils.  Vegetation  and  wildlife  are  similar  to  that  of  the 
sedimentary  mountains  described  above. 

Metamorphic  mountains  consist  of  areas  altered  by  volcanic  activity.  This 
terrain  is  found  almost  exclusively  within  the  central  eastern  portion  of  the 
planning  area  -  adjacent  to  the  Long-Neihart/Baldy  Mountain  igneous 
formations.  The  area  is  very  rugged  and  broken  with  deeply  eroded  canyons. 
Again,  vegetation  and  wildlife  are  comparable  to  the  other  mountainous 
terrain  presented  in  the  area. 

Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historic  Resources: 

a.         Neihart/Monarch  Mining  District,  Hughesville/Barker  Mining 
District 

Location:  Near  communities  of  Neihart,  Monarch  and 
Hughesville  (Judith  Basin  County) 

Importance:  Historic  mining  areas,  many  old  buildings  and 
other  remnants  of  the  historical  mining  period  still  remain. 
However,  little  effort  has  gone  into  preserving,  maintaining  or 
interpreting  this  important  heritage 
Status:  Unknown 

2.  Environmental  Resources:  Extensive  logging  and  some  mining  is 
currently  taking  place  within  the  planning  area.  State  and  federal  agencies 
that  regulate  and  monitor  such  activities  must  insure  that  the  environmental 
quality  of  the  area  be  protected  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 

3.  Recreational  Resources: 

Fishing  -  most  streams  and  lakes 

Hunting  -  good  populations  of  deer,  elk  and  mountain  grouse 

Camping  and  Picnicking  - 

Many  Pines  Campground  -  four  miles  south  of  Neihart 

Aspen  Campground,  Forest  Service  -  five  miles  north  of 

Neihart 

Kings  Hill  Campground,  Forest  Service  -  nine  miles  south  of 

Neihart 

Logging  Creek  Campground,  Forest  Service  -  nine  miles 

northeast  of  Monarch 
Showdown  Ski  Area  -  nine  miles  south  of  Neihart  on  U.S.  Highway  89 
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Silver  Crest  Cross-Country  Ski  Area  -  eight  miles  south  of  Neihart  on 
U.S.  Highway  89 

Snowmobile  Area  and  Parking  Lot  -  eight  miles  south  of  Neihart  on 
U.S.  Highway  89 

There  is  one  county  park  in  this  planning  area.  Strains  Park  - 
undeveloped  -  see  parkland  inventory  for  additional  information. 

CITY-COUNTY  PLANNING  JURISDICTION 

A.  Demographics  -  Moderate  long-term  population  growth  has  been 
precipitated  by  growth  within  the  agricultural  related  (farming,  ranching,  meat 
packmg  and  milling)  and  railroad/transportation  industries.  Most  important  is  the 
establishment  of  Malmstrom  Air  Force  Base.  Not  only  is  the  military  influence 
important  for  the  sheer  fact  that  relatively  large  influxes  of  population  and 
economic  stimulus  were  injected  as  enlargement  and  designation  as  S.A.C.  and 
A.D.C.  centers  of  operation.  Yet,  the  military  impact  represents  unpredictable  and 
exterior  sources  of  demographic  influence.  This  makes  the  job  of  projecting 
population  figures,  and  planning  for  anticipated  population  loss  or  growth, 
immensely  difficult.  Rather  than  reiterate  the  Great  Falls  municipal  planning 
jurisdiction  area  information  in  full,  suffice  this  document  to  refer  the  reader  to  the 
Great  Falls  City-County  Planning  Board  Comprehensive  Plans. 

B.  Landscape  Types:  Not  applicable. 

C.  Resource  Inventory: 

1.  Cultural  and  Historical  Resources  -  See  list  of  historical  sites  in 
earlier  analysis  section. 

2.  Environmental  Resources  -  No  information  gathered,  see  City-County 
Comprehensive  Plan,  1981. 

3.  Recreational  Resources  -  In  1981,  1,113  acres  of  dedicated  parkland 
existed  within  sixty-two  parcels.  Only  666  acres  are  developed.  Within  the 
city  limits,  710  acres  are  devoted  to  parkland,  while  outside  the  limits,  and 
still  within  the  4.5  mile  city-county  planning  jurisdiction  there  are  403  acres 
of  parkland.  Of  the  sixty-two  parks,  six  are  officially  county  parks,  including: 

a.         Bel- View  (annexed  1989) 


b. 

Black  Eagle 

c. 

Buchanan 

d. 

Henderson  (annexed  1985) 

e. 

Pleasent  View 

f. 

Sandra 

Please  refer  to  the  parkland  inventory  for  additional  information 
concerning  these  parklands. 

HISTORICAL-ARCHAEOLOGICAL  SITES 


41 


Cascade  County  contains  a  wealth  of  historical  and  prehistoric  resources.  The 
interpretive  value  of  these  resources  is  high,  offering  great  potential  for  county 
parks  to  gain  economic  value  in  addition  to  recreational  amenities.  According  to 
Montana  State  Archaeologist,  Mr.  David  Schwab  (pers.  comm.,  1988); 

"The  Missouri  River,  Sun  River  and  Smith  River  Valleys  are  areas  of  high 
archaeological  value  with  a  range  of  prehistoric  resources  including 
campsites,  rock  art  sites,  tipi  ring  campsites,  quarry  sites  and  a  medicine 
wheel  site.  The  Sun  River  reportedly  contains  on  of  the  highest  occurrences 
of  prehistoric  hunting-kill  sites  in  Montana,  and  possibly  in  the  entire  Plains 
Region.  Many  have  been  inadvertently  destroyed  by  agricultural 
development,  and  bone  activities  in  the  1930's  and  40's.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  many  such  sites  are  still  intact.  We  have  a  continuing  concern  about 
the  impacts  to  archaeological  sites  from  collectors  and  vandals,  and 
recommend  caution  when  considering  interpretive  development  of  such 
resources." 

"Seven  historic  trails  and  railroad  lines  cross  Cascade  County,  including  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Trail,  the  Old  North  Trail,  the  Fort  Shaw-McLeod  Trail, 
Mullan  Road,  Fort  Benton-Helena  Stage  Route  and  the  Great  Northern  and 
Milwaukee  Railroads." 

"All  in  all  it  is  quite  clear  that  Cascade  County  has  exceptional  potential  for 
developing  some  of  its  rich  cultural  historic  resources  as  travel  and 
promotional  attractions  to  the  area.  We  strongly  encourage  any  efforts  to 
preserve  and  interpret  historic  resources  and  offer  our  assistance  if  we  can  be 
of  any  help  at  any  time."  (personal  communication,  1988) 

TABLE  SEVEN: 

Properties  within  Cascade  County  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places, 
as  of  September,  1988: 

1.  Adam's  Stone  Barn,  U.S.  Highway  81,  one  mile  west  of  Sun  River. 
PRIVATE  -  OPEN  TO  PUBLIC 

2.  Belt  Jail  -  Castner  Street,  Belt.  PUBLIC  ACCESS  RESTRICTED 

3.  Cascade  County  Courthouse,  415  Second  Avenue  North,  Great  Falls. 
PUBLIC 

4.  Mansion  (owner:  T.E.  Collins),  1003-1017  Second  Avenue  Northwest,  Great 
Falls.  PRIVATE 

5.  Fort  Shaw  Historic  District  and  Cemetary,  1  mile  northwest  of  Fort  Shaw. 
PUBLIC  -  ACCESS  RESTRICTED 

6.  Great  Falls  Central  High  School  (now  Paris  Gibson  Square),  1400  First 
Avenue  North,  Great  Falls.  PUBLIC 

7.  Great  Falls  Portage,  National  Historic  Landmark,  near  Great  Falls. 
PRIVATE/PUBLIC  -  ACCESS  RESTRICTED 
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8.  Great  Falls  Post  Office  and  Courthouse,  215  First  Avenue  North.  PUBLIC 

9.  MargaretBlock413-415Central  Avenue,  Great  Falls.  PRIVATE - 
COMMERCIAL  USE 

10.  Mullan  Road  (Benton  Lake  Segment)  near  Great  Falls. 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE 

11.  Randall  House,  1003  Fourth  Avenue  North,  Great  Falls.  PRIVATE 

12.  Roberts  Building,  520-526  Central  Avenue,  Great  Falls.  PRIVATE  - 
COMMERCIAL  USE 

13.  CM  Russell  House  and  Studio,  National  Historic  Landmark,  1217-1219 
Fourth  Avenue  North,  Great  Falls.  PUBLIC 

14.  Saint  Peter's  Mission  Church  and  Cemetary,  ten  miles  west  of  Cascade. 
PRIVATE  -  ACCESS  RESTRICTED 

15.  Ulm-Pishkun  State  Monument  (Ulm/Taft  Hill  Buffalo  Jump)  near  Ulm. 
PUBLIC 

16.  Vaughn,  Robert  (Homestead),  Vaughn  Cemetary  Road,  near  Vaughn. 
PRIVATE  -  NO  ACCESS 

TABLE  EIGHT: 

Properties  within  Cascade  County  determined  eligible  for  listing  in  the  National 
Historic  Register  (1988): 

1.  Building  at  108  Central  Avenue,  Great  Falls 

2.  Liberty  Theatre,  301  Central  Avenue,  Great  Falls 

3.  Ryan  Dam 

4.  Tenth  Street  Bridge,  Great  Falls  #3 

5.  CM  STP  &  P  Overpass  #35 

6.  Timber  Bridge  (24  CA  258) 

7.  Timber  Bridge  (24  CA  643) 
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KNOWN  HISTORICAL  AND  PRE-HISTORiCAL  SITES   IN   CASCADE  COUNTY 


FIGURE    5 


P^ 


f       cP 


SOURCE       MONTANA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
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X.  OPEN  SPACE 

"...one  of  the  things  we  most  appreciated  about  the  museum  is  the 
spaciousness  of  the  rooms.  The  uncluttered  and  open  nature  of  displaying 
Russell's  paintings  reflects  and  compliments  the  western  landscape  he 
depicted  so  well." 

(a  CMR  Museum  visitor  comment) 

Public  open  space  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  public  sector's  major  resource 
management  responsibilities  (Cascade  County  Development  Plan,  p.l).  Open  space 
is  addressed  in  this  plan  due  to  it's  importance  and  relationship  to  "parks".  The 
concept  of  multiple  use  oriented  parks  encompasses  open  space. 

Open  space  provides  many  intangible  values.  It  protects  certain  ecological 
processes,  preserves  amenities  such  as  viewsheds  and  qualitatively  affects  human 
health,  in  terms  of  individual  privacy  and  opportunities  for  a  sense  of  solitude.  It 
also  enables  the  preservation  of  a  nebulous,  but  none-the-less  critical 
social/regional  identity.  When  the  public  expresses  a  "strong  desire  to  preserve  the 
county's  character",  as  they  did  to  the  County  Planning  Board  (Cascade  County 
Development  Plan,  revised  1982,  p.l),  an  important  element  within  that  sentiment  is 
the  preservation  of  the  wide  horizontal  expanses  of  rural  open  space.  This  sense  of 
spatial  openness  is  magnified  by  Cascade  County's  close  proximity  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  range's  vertical  front.  The  economic  value  of  this  landscape  as  derived 
from  agriculture  is  well  established.  Agriculture  ranks  second  in  the  prominence  of 
Cascade  County's  economic  picture.  An  increasingly  important  economic  element  is 
the  tourism  industry.  Tourism  is  dependant  on  the  experience  derived  from  either 
culture  or  environmental  atmosphere.  Just  as  the  CMR  Museum  and  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Trail  Interpretive  Center  need  advocates  and  development  support,  so  too 
does  this  region's  wildlands  (Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  Complex  and  Glacier 
National  Park)  and  rural  "working"  landscapes. 
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OPEN  SPACE  FOR  RECREATION* 
FINDINGS: 

1.  Parks  offer  a  form  of  permanent  open  space  preservation  enduring  from 
generation  to  generation. 

2.  An  important  source  of  open  spaces  exists  in  the  private  sector. 

3.  Improperly  designed  recreational  resources  may  adversely  affect  natural 
resources  and  the  environment. 

4.  Projects  involving  special  improvement  districts  or  utilities  may  be  designed 
to  incorporate  recreation  facilities  such  as  trails  or  interpretive  sites,  or 
retain  certain  open  space  resources. 

SUGGESTED  GOALS: 

1.  Develop  and  maintain  recreational  opportunities  for  persons  and  groups  of 
all  ages. 

2.  Develop  recreational  facilities  which  promotes  tourism  as  a  basic  economic 
element  within  the  Great  Falls  area. 

SUGGESTED  POLICIES: 

1.  Proposed  recreational  developments  that  may  have  an  impact  on  the 
environmental  shall  be  carefully  designed  and  reviewed,  and  environmental 
impact  statements  prepared. 

2.  Use  of  off-road  motorized  vehicles  shall  be  restricted  to  designated  areas  and 
their  use  generally  prohibited  in  open  space  areas. 

3.  Additional  public  access  and  appropriate  recreational  facilities  shall  be 
provided  along  rivers  and  streams. 

4.  Provide  recreational  facilities  which  promotes  the  health,  safety  and  general 
welfare  of  all  county  residents. 

5.  Certain  lands  in  public  ownership  shall  be  set  aside  for  future  use  and 
development  as  open  space. 

6.  Land  exchanges  between  public  agencies  and  private  owners  shall  be 
encouraged  for  the  acquisition  of  valuable  open  space. 
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OPEN  SPACE  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  SCENIC  RESOURCES* 
FINDINGS: 

1.  Cascade  County  contains  numerous  roadways  offering  access  to  scenic  and 
valuable  recreational  resources  in  the  rural  area.  Leisurely  travel  utilizing 
these  roads  is  a  popular  and  valuable  recreation  and  open  space  experiences. 
Various  roads  should  be  given  protection  against  defacement  through  the  use 
of  scenic  highway  zoning. 

2.  Increases  in  the  use  of  these  roads  may  diminish  their  recreational  value. 

3.  The  recreational  value  of  waterways  can  be  greatly  affected  by  use  and 
development. 

4.  Open  spaces  within  the  urban  fringe  are  valuable  for  the  scenic  enjoyment  of 
our  rural  environment. 

SUGGESTED  GOALS: 

1.         Encourage  preservation  of  scenic  rural  beauty  and  the  natural  environment. 
SUGGESTED  POLICIES: 

1.  River  and  stream  access,  either  visual  or  physical,  shall  be  maintained  for 
public  use. 

2.  Efforts  should  be  expanded  toward  protecting  the  character  of  rural  roads 
and  adjacent  open  spaces. 

3.  Areas  adjacent  to  bodies  of  water  shall  be  protected  for  their  value  as  scenic 
open  space. 

4.  Pedestrian  access  shall  be  provided  for  scenic  enjoyment  of  the  waterways, 
wetlands  and  open  spaces  of  rural  Cascade  County,  except  where  such  use 
disrupts  their  protection. 

5.  County  lands  intended  to  be  disposed  of  shall  be  studied  for  open  space  and 
outdoor  recreational  value. 

6.  To  ensure  protection  of  rural  character,  open  space  shall  be  retained  or 
enhanced. 

7.  Scenic  analysis  should  be  conducted  and  protection  using  scenic  easements 
shall  be  taken  for  high  value  land. 

RECOMMENDED  ACTION: 

1.  A  suitability  study  of  scenic  roads  for  outdoor  recreational  value  (trails, 
interpretive  routes,  resource  access,  etc.)  should  be  conducted. 

2.  Scenic  easements  should  be  initiated  where  applicable. 

3.  Standards  for  open  space  maintenance  and  protection  should  be  developed. 
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OPEN  SPACE  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  WILDLIFE  AND  VEGETATION* 
FINDINGS: 

1.  Open  space  areas  are  important  to  wildlife  in  providing  food,  resting  and 
nesting  places. 

2.  Each  species  of  wildlife  is  adapted  to  and  dependant  upon  a  particular  set  of 
habitat  conditions.  Although  some  species  can  survive  within  suburban  or 
urban  environments,  others  can  survive  only  if  their  habitat  is  preserved  in 
it's  natural  state. 

3.  Several  species  within  Cascade  County  are  included  on  the  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Interior's  rare  and  endangered  species  list.  If  their  habitat  is  not 
protected,  these  species  may  be  lost. 

4.  The  opportunity  to  observe  and  study  wildlife  in  their  natural  habitat  is  a 
source  of  leisure  to  many  residents.  Development,  or  even  minimal  human 
disturbances,  may  aversely  affect  these  habitats  as  well  as  sources  of 
recreational  opportunity. 

5.  Vegetation  performs  a  number  of  important  open  space  functions,  including: 

a.  providing  scenic  beauty; 

b.  serves  as  wildlife  habitat; 

c.  prevents  soil  erosion; 

d.  maintains  air  quality; 

e.  tempers  water  runoff  levels. 

6.  Certain  recreation  activities  may  degrade  the  quality  of  vegetative  cover. 

7.  Natural  vegetation  is  an  irreplaceable  educational  resource. 

RECOMMENDED  ACTIONS: 

1.         Retention  of  vegetation  in  both  urban  and  rural  areas  should  be  a  major 
objective  of  local  open  space  and  park  policies. 
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OPEN  SPACE  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  HISTORIC.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
AND  SCIENTIFIC  RESOURCES* 

FINDINGS: 

1.         Historic  landmarks  and  archaeological  sites  may  be  destroyed  if  they  are  not 
protected  from  development. 

SUGGESTED  GOALS: 

1.  Preserve,  develop  and  maintain  historical  sites  of  educational,  interpretive 
value. 

2.  The  overall  goal,  in  developing  policies  regarding  historical  and 
archaeological  resources,  is  to  preserve  the  living  heritage  of  the  life  and 
development  of  the  local  area  and  region. 

SUGGESTED  POLICIES: 

1.  Both  public  and  private  efforts  shall  be  directed  to  preserve  historical 
landmarks.  Policies  protecting  open  space  vistas  covering  large-scale  spatial 
areas,  say  for  instance  views  to  distant  buttes,  are  of  great  value  in  preserving 
western  character. 

2.  Areas  and  sites  of  archaeological  significance  shall  be  protected  from 
development. 

3.  The  public  interest  in  areas  of  unique  historical,  scenic  or  archaeological 
significance  shall  be  recognized  in  considering  proposals  for  development. 

RECOMMENDED  ACTIONS: 

L         Updated  inventories  of  historical  and  archaeological  resources  should  be 
maintained,  and  such  resources  protected. 

2.         Systemized  utilization  of  historical/archaeological  resources  should  be 

developed  in  order  to  serve  educational,  scientific  and  economic  purposes. 

*  The  sources  for  much  of  this  information  are  the  Planning  District  Environmental 
Plans,  developed  in  October,  1976,  by  the  Cascade  County  Planning  Board, 
principally:  Staff  Planner  Mr.  Jim  Yeagley. 
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XI.  PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 
CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  BLACK  EAGLE-ART  HIGGINS  MEMORL\L  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/29/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Montana  Power  Company  lease  to  Cascade  County  Park 
Board  (and  subsequently  the  Black  Eagle  Park  Board)  for  $1.00  per  year,  expiring 
October  17,  2002,  with  automatic  renewal  period 

SIZE:  4.39  acres,  with  35'  easement  on  part  of  the  100'  railway  right  of  way  on  both 
north  and  south  RR  spur 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Primarily,  Cascade  County  Park  Board,  sublet  to  Black  Eagle 
Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Montana  Power  Company 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Black  Eagle  Park  Board 

LOCATION:  Black  Eagle,  Montana:  NWl/4  Section  6;  T20N,  R4E 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  Fully  developed  as  family  oriented  playground, 
ballfield  and  picnic  area  serving  the  Black  Eagle  community 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  assortment  of  play 
equipment,  much  of  an  improvised,  homemade  style,  many  picnic  shelters  for  group 
use  including  2  on-site  refrigerators  and  tables,  a  basketball  court,  baseball  field,  2 
restroom  facilities  -  each  with  separate  M/F  areas,  substantial  landscaping 
treatment  and  vegetation  (irrigated). 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  generally  flat  with  several  sloping  areas  separating  the  various 

play  activities. 

soils;  — 

geology; — 

vegetation;  — 

wildlife  and  habitat;  no  value 

watershed;  area  drains  to  roadway  above  Missouri  River  scenery;  site  overlooks 

Missouri  River  and  adjacent  portion  of  Great  Falls. 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential);  very  accessible,  within  walking,  biking  and  driving 
of  most  Black  Eagle  residents  type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  parking  is  a  problem  as 
only  available  spaces  are  against  railway  north  or  park  -  unknown  how  adjacent 
residents  feel  about  heavy  use-parking  situation.  Visitors  are  required  to  cross  a 
railroad  line  to  get  to  the  only  park  entrances.  Signage  and  information  resources; 
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signage  is  complete,  perhaps  even  overdone  in  the  sense  of  too  many  disparate 
warning,  cautions,  notices,  etc... 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES:  (in  terms  of  capability); 

North:  residential  -  single  family  mostly  -  development 

South:  Montana  Power  utility  building 

East:  Montana  Power  land  and  road  Montage  on  Missouri  River 

West:  residential 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;   =  5 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  water  and  sewage  facilities  already  provided 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  available;  existing 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  needs  already  met,  opportunity  for  adding  acreage  may 

exist  in  Montana  Power  utility  lands 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  potential  for  bike  or  walking  trail  corridor  to  link 

Great  Falls  and  adjacent  park  system  -  river  frontage  tie-in  with  roadway  is 

potentially  available 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  little  pressure 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  high,  extensive  use 

levels,  also  well  managed  and  maintained 

Park  Board  interest;  high,  although  not  priority  for  development 

Parking  availability;  limited  -  may  be  conflict  between  neighbors  and  periods  of 

heavy  use  as  little  parking  spaces  exist,  and  these  only  along  railroad  line  -  heavy 

parking  may  conflict  with  street  use  and  congestion  problem 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  sources  of  liability  problems  are  numerous 

due  to  the  'homespun'  style  of  facility  development  -  are  these  facilities  safely 

maintained?  Much  of  the  playground  ecjuipment  is  innovative  and  thus  its  use  and 

maintenance  also  unusual.  Careful  monitoring  should  take  place  to  assure  that 

maintenance  is  kept  up.  Issues  such  as  electrical  cords  and  outlets  supplying  power 

to  the  lights  and  refrigerators  are  a  potential  source  of  danger,  esp.  to  young 

children.  The  Black  Eagle  Park  Board  should  be  certain  it  has  appropriate 

insurance.  Another  potential  source  of  liability  concerns  the  railway  which  must  be 

crossed  to  enter  park. 

Weed  control  problem;  no  problem  exists 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  some  exists  in  terms  of  the  ballfield  but 

generally  this  park  is  locally  oriented 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreational  facilities;  nearby  is  Black  Eagle 

golf  course  and  Missouri  River 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  due  to  the  extensive  use 

and  development,  revenue  through  sale  is  not  feasible 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  potential  for  active  play  such  as  skating  rink/hockey  facility  might  be 

available  here  if  developed  appropriately 

Summer;  all  sorts  of  activities  occur;  picnicking,  childrens  play,  general  socializing 

are  common 

Water-oriented;  as  is  no  water  activity  is  available  -  potential  for  relating  park  to 

waterfront  is  a  future  option  of  great  potential 

Other?;  tieing  in  this  park  to  city  system  via  trail  corridor  is  an  alternative 
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General  Comments: 

DEVELOPN[ENT  POTENTIAL  RATING:   =  3,  already  extensively  developed 
(ranked:  1  -  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

RECOMME.NDATION:  Park  has  received  substantial  development  action. 
Support  citizen  maintenance  efforts,  if  possible.  Monitor  safety  and  hazardous 
conditions  which  may  exist  in  numerous  situations  within  this  park.  Check  into  the 
current  level  of  homeowner  operations,  especially  to  see  if  hazards  are  perceived  by 
the  active  managers. 
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ART  HIGGINS    MEMORIAL   PARK 
FIGURE  6 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  BEL- VIEW  PALISADE 

by: 

date:  NOT  INVENTORIED  -  ANTICIPATE  ANNEXATION 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Bel-View  Palisade  Addition,  Bel-View  Corporation,  W.W. 
Kelly,  President,  1957 

SIZE:  9.17  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  — 

LOCATION:  NWl/4  Section  22,  T20N,  R3E,  site  is  south  of  Great  Falls,  found  by 
proceeding  to  Evergreen  Drive  and  Acacia  Way  Street 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition); 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope; 

soils; 

geology; 

vegetation; 

wildlife  and  habitat; 

watershed; 

scenery; 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential): 
type  vehicle  +  other  craft; 
signage  and  information  resources; 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 

North: 

South: 

East: 

West: 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS; 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  -  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 
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POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility; 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability; 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage; 

Other,  or  "Multiple-Use"  Values; 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands); 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated); 

Park  Board  interest; 

Parking  availability; 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?); 

Weed  control  problem; 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use; 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreational  facilities; 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?); 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter; 

Summer; 

Water-oriented; 

Other?; 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING; 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


BEL-VIEW     PALISADE 
FIGURE    7 


PARK 


BEL-VIEW     PALISADE    ADDITION    to   GREAT    FALLS. 

CJOCAOe     COOrjT  I,    M0.m7«NA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  BUCHANAN  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/24/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  First  addition  to  Castle  Heights,  John  and  Rita  Buchanan, 
Esther  Nicolai,  1970 

SIZE:  4.04  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER  GROUP  CONTACT:  Karmen  Moore,  6316  43rd  St.  SW,  Great 
Falls,  MT  59404 

LOCATION:  SEl/4  Section  29,  T20N,  R3E,  site  is  located  about  3  miles  southwest 
of  Great  Falls,  north  of  Interstate  15  in  the  Castle  Heights  subdivision  area,  proceed 
southwest  of  Great  Falls  on  1-15,  exit  at  the  airport  interchange,  proceed  south  for  1 
mile,  then  west  for  1/4  mile,  then  south  1/2  mile,  and  west  for  1/4  mile 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  partially  developed 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  AND  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  various  children's 
playground  equipment;  swingset,  monkey  bars,  climbing  platform,  window  trees  with 
drip  irrigation 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  level 

soils;  good 

geology;  — 

vegetation;  fieldgrass 

wildlife  and  habitat;  — 

watershed;  — 

scenery;  potential  for  green  space 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  good 
type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  car  and  pedestrian 
signage  and  information  resources;  none 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 
North:  s.f.  residence 
South:    " 
East:     " 
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West:     " 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  3 

(1  -  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  yes 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  drip  system  exists 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  yes 

Other,  or  'Multiple  Use'  Values;  fire  station  site 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  none 

Neighborhood/ community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  high 

Park  Board  interest;  excellent 

Parking  availability;  plenty 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  none 

Weed  control  problem;  some 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  none 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  none 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  no 

Activities  Suitability? 
Winter;  maybe 
Summer;  yes 
Water-oriented;  no 
Other?;  — 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING:  =  4 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

RECOMMENDATION:  As  citizen  interest  is  extremely  high,  support  of  efforts 
should  continue. 


BUCHANAN     PARK 
FIGURE    8 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  COOPER  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/15/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Cooper  Estates,  Montana  Lands,  Inc.  Cornell  Coffing, 
President,  1971 

SIZE:  3.85  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  None 

LOCATION:  SEl/4  Section  16,  T16N,  R2W,  Cooper  Park  is  located  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  Cascade  County,  near  the  county  boundary  line  with  Lewis  and 
Clark  County.  The  park  is  situated  south  of  1-15  and  north  of  the  Missouri  River. 
The  park  site  can  be  found  by  proceeding  southwest  of  Great  Falls  on  1-15,  exiting 
at  the  Dearborn  interchange  at  the  Mid  Canon  area,  proceed  north  for  about  a  half 
mile,  turn  east  and  proceed  along  a  mountain  road  for  about  1-1/4  miles  crossing 
the  BN  railway 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  Undeveloped 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  no  facilities 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  flat 

soils;  likely  river  deposit  gravels 

geology;  — 

vegetation;  fieldgrass 

wildlife  and  habitat;  some  forage  although  highway  traffic  likely  would  discourage 

any  wildlife  use 

watershed;  — 

scenery;  good  views  to  river  and  mountainous  terrain  beyond 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  very  difficult  except  by  boat  type  vehicle  +  other 

craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  no  signs 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 

North:  unknown 

South:  private  residential 
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East:  river  frontage 

West:  railway  and  mountainous  terrain 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  3 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  potential  -  check  distance  to  river 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  unknown 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  with  purchase,  check  BN  land  to  west 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  good  value  as  open  riverfront 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  unknown,  most  lots  in  this 

subdivision  are  unsold 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  little  or  none 

Park  Board  interest;  excellent 

Parking  availability;  — 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  soil  erosion  and  streambank  degradation 

Weed  control  problem;  unknown,  not  likely  too  bad 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  due  to  limited  vehicle  access,  potential  is 

poor.  River  access  is  by  itself  good 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  questionable  given  the 

access  problem 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  would  be  good  parcel  to 

sell  to  adjacent  landowner  interests  in  more  acreage  and  river  frontage 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  little 

Summer;  some  potential  as  river  stop  for  fisherman 

Water-oriented;  excellent  for  boater  stop  but  poor  vehicle  access 

Other?;  — 

General  Comments:  limitation  of  access  by  highway  or  vehicle  affords  little 
potential  for  general  public  use,  except  visually 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4,  revenue  generation,  sell  or  trade 
(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


COOPER      PARK 
FIGURE  9 


COOPER      ESTATES 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  FORT  SHAW  CENTRAL  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/28/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Sun 
River  Project  -  donation  of  public  land  of  1928 

SIZE:  3.99  ac. 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  ? 

LOCATION:  behind  Fort  Shaw  Post  Office;  NWl/4  Section  12,  T20N,  R2W 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  semi-developed  as  Little  League  ballfields 

EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  2  unkept  baseball  (one  is 
t-ball  field)  fields,  with  backstops  and  perimeter  snowfence,  2  bleachers  borrowed 
from  local  high  school. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  level  site 

soils;  unknown 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  overgrown  weeds 

wildlife  and  habitat;  no  value 

watershed;  no  value 

scenery;  open  space  between  residential  homes 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  by  vehicle,  access  is  good  from  Hwy.  200  and 

from  all  directions  in  Fort  Shaw  proper 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  no  signage,  may  need  information  posted  on 

liability,  use  regulations,  etc. 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 

North:  residential;  single-family 

South: 

East: 

West:  highway  area,  commercial  Fort  Shaw 
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RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  4 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  likely  feasible 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  either  well  is  needed  or  perhaps  fire 

hydrant  access  could  be  acquired 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  none 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  unknown 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  unknown 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  apparently  high 

Park  Board  interest;  high 

Parking  availability;  parking  is  unpaved  and  located  on-site  adjacent  to  ballfields, 

also  along  streets 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  unkept  equipment,  such  as  backstop  wires  or 

outfield  fence  deterioration  might  be  a  problem 

Weed  control  problem;  possibly 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  inter-community  league  play  is  likely, 

also  the  area  has  some  potential  as  a  place  for  travellers  stop  ofi  Hwy.  200  (though 

Fort  Shaw  Riverside  has  more  promise  as  such) 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  little  is  available  for  active 

recreation  by  Fort  Shaw  residents  and  this  site  provides  the  only  close  location. 

School  grounds  are  located  .5  miles  away,  as  is  historical  Fort  Shaw  and  Sun  River 

access  site.  Also,  Ulm  Pishkun  and  Crown  Butte  are  nearby 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  none  foreseeable  since 

community  is  interested  in  developing  the  site  as  an  active  playground.  Potential 

exists  for  the  community  or  the  county  to  develop  a  campground  oriented  toward 

visitors  travelling  on  Hwy.  200 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  unknown 

Summer;  active  play,  passive  open  space  and  greenbelt  between  houses,  potential  as 

commons  and  community  center  type  activity 

Water-oriented;  none 

Other?;  off-highway  RV  camp? 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


FORT  SHAW    CENTRAL   PARK 
FIGURE    10 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  FORT  SHAW  RIVERSIDE  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/28/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  donated  by  Mr.  Peter  Bleskin,  reel  110,  document  310,  reel 
143,  document  926  C.O.S.  #666,  1976 

SIZE:  10.01  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  leased  to  State  of  Montana,  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks  by  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Montana  Department  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks 

LOCATION:  near  1/2  mile  north  of  community  of  Fort  Shaw  along  Sun  River: 
SWl/4,  T20N,  R2W 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  developed  as  fishing  access  site  by  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  also  used  for  picnicking  and  swimming  hole 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  outhouse  toilets,  garbage 
cans,  individual  car  puUouts.  Not  all  of  the  site  is  developed  and  a  study  should  be 
undertaken  to  document  what  is  not  being  used,  and  how  it  could  be  utilized. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  oi  slope;  floodplain  of  Sun  River 

soils;  unknciwn 

geolog}';  unknown 

vegetation;  thick  brush  and  riparian  vegetation  including  trees,  some  lawn  has  been 

established 

wildlife  and  habitat;  likely  good  forage  and  shelter  for  game  at  times  not  used  by 

humans 

watershed;  drainage  and  floodplain  (partial)  to  Sun  River 

scenery;  high  value  as  greenspace  and  vegetative  relief  to  barren  farmlands 

surrounding 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  car  or  boat 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  paved  roadway  and  Sun  River 

signage  and  information  resources;  little  information  is  offered  at  the  site,  perhaps 

signage  could  be  used  to  prevent  further  vandalism,  a  constant  problem  for  the 

lessees 
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ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 

North:  agricultural  lands 

South:  Sun  River  and  adjacent  farm  land 

East:  farm  land  and  home 

West:  agricultural  lands 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS:  =  4;  good  river/fishing  access 
(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  not  likely  due  to  proximity  to  Sun  River 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  unknown 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  not  likely  needed  until  plans  change  or  the  rest  of  this 

park's  acreage  is  developed 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  potential  for  camping  areas  to  be  added,  although 

signs  specifically  prohibit  camping  now 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  none 

Neighborhood/cormnunity  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  unknown  although  locals 

use  this  site  extensively  for  swimming,  etc. 

Park  Board  interest; 

Parking  availability;  limited  spaces  are  available  -  unknown  if  or  what  happens  when 

large  groups  gather 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  use  of  the  areas  as  a  swimming  hole  might 

present  some  liability  concerns 

Weed  control  problem;  unknown 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  great  if  developed  appropriately  for 

boat/fishing  access,  or  camping  sites 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  nearby  historic  Fort  Shaw, 

Ulm  Pishkin  and  Crown  Butte 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?); 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  snowmobile,  ice  fishing  and  skating  potential 

Summer;  extensive  use  as  river  access  and  passive  open  space 

Water-oriented;  potentially  yes,  although  nver-use  currently  is  not  extensive  as  far 

as  boating  or  on-the-river  use. 

Other?; 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =3 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


FORT    SHAW    RIVERSIDE    PARK 
FIGURE  II 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  ISLAND  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/15/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Island  Estates,  Montana  Lands,  Inc.,  Connell  F.  Coffing, 
President,  1972 

SIZE:  1.31  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  n/a 

LOCATION:  Wl/2  Section  15,  T16N,  R2W,  Island  Park  is  located  in  the  southwest 
portion  of  Cascade  County,  near  the  old  "Gary  Cooper  Ranch".  The  park  is  situated 
north  of  Interstate  15  and  north  of  the  Missouri  River.  The  park  site  can  be  found 
by  proceeding  southwest  of  Great  Falls  on  1-15,  exit  at  the  Dearborn  Interchange  at 
the  Mid-Canon  area,  proceed  north  for  about  2  miles  crossing  Andy  Creek  and  the 
BN  railroad. 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  site  is  undeveloped  and 
unoccupied  -  no  facilities  of  any  kind  existing 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  flat,  triangular  piece  situated  at  one  end  of  the  subdivision 

soils;  gravelly,  river  deposits  likely 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  course,  bunch  grasses  similar  to  surrounding  area 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown,  likely  not  of  much  value 

watershed;  situated  on  Missouri  embankment 

scenery;  excellent  view  and  access  to  Missouri  River 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  excellent  by  boat,  poor  by  vehicle  as  route  is  long 

and  over  poor  gravel  roads 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  no  signage 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 

North:  Missouri  River 

South:  Single-family  residential 
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East:  Missouri  River 
West:  Burlington  Northern 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  2 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  likely  good  if  incorporated  into  subdivisions  system,  lot  itself  may 

be  too  close  to  river  to  allow  an  independent  system 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  likely  no  problem 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  with  purchase  of  nearby  acreage 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  good  open  space  adjacent  to  river 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  unknown  how  existing  neighbors 

feel  about  this  parcel  -  may  be  that  this  parcel  would  be  good  piece  to  sell  to  buyer 

interested  in  enlarging  an  adjoining  parcel 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  unknown 

Park  Board  interest;  excellent 

Parking  availability;  no  foreseeable  problem 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  general  waterfront,  erosion? 

Weed  control  problem;  not  different  from  surrounding  parcels 

Potential  for  county-side  recreational  use;  poor  access  unless  by  boat 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  none 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  high  as  could  be  sold  to 

nearby  owner  or  preserved  as  future  river  access 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  unknown 

Summer;  good  river  access  except  for  poor  road  access 

Water-oriented;  excellent 

Other?; 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4,  development  potential,  without 
better  public  access  by  vehicle,  is  for  sale  and  revenue  generation.  The  open  space 
provided  would  likely  be  maintained  if  parcel  was  sold  to  owner  of  adjacent  parcel, 
(ranked:   1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 
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ISLAND     ESTATES     PARK 
FIGURE  12 

ISLAND      ESTATES 

WI/2   SECTION  15.  TI6N.  R2W,  M.RM. 
CASCADE  COUNTY,    MONTANA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  MID  CANON  PARK 

by:  T.  Carrels  and  R.  Sanders 
dale:  8/15/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Mid  Canon  Estates 

SIZE:  8.68  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  David  Todd,  District  Park  Manager, 
DFWP 

LOCATION:  Sl/2  Section  20,  T16N,  R2W,  Mid  Canon  Park  is  located  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  Cascade  County,  near  the  Lewis  and  Clark  County  line.  The 
park  can  be  found  by  proceeding  southwest  of  Great  Falls  on  Interstate  15,  exit  at 
Dearborn  Interchange,  proceed  south  from  approximately  1/2  mile,  turn  east  across 
the  railroad  tracks  and  then  proceed  south  along  Golden  Eagle  Drive  to  the  park. 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  Used  and  developed  as  a  fishing  access  site  by  the 
Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks.  No  camping  facilities  are 
currently  available. 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  there  are  no  facilities  at 
the  site.  The  site  is  primarily  used  as  a  put-in  and  take-out  point  for  river  floaters. 
However,  some  overnight  camping  does  take  place.  The  site  is  currently  in  good 
condition.  However,  disposal  of  human  waste  is  becoming  an  increasing  problem. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

Landform  or  slope;  floodplain  -  flat 

Soils;  gravel 

Geology;  floodplain 

Vegetation;  brush-reparian 

Wildlife  and  habitat;  excellent  cover  and  browse 

Watershed;  floodplain 

Scenery;  excellent 

ACCESS  (existing  and  proposed);  direct  access  from  Interstate  15,  boating  access 
from  the  Missouri  River 

Signage  and  information  resources;  no  highway  signage  due  to  landowner  objective, 
signage  on  the  site 
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ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 

North:  residential  subdivision 

South:  Missouri  River 

East:      " 

West:  Burlington  Northern  Railroad 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  5 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address:  overnight  camping  and  toilet  facilities 

Sewage  disposal  feasibility;  would  be  in  a  100  year  floodplain 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  unknown 

Other,  or  'Multiple  Use'  Values;  open  space 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parkland);  potential  increase  in  us  for 

overnight  camping 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  neighborhood  opposition 

to  increased  use 

Park  Board  interest;  high 

Parking  availability;  good 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  water  accidents,  pollution  control 

Weed  control  problems;  unknown 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreatonal  use;  very  good 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  otlier  recreation  facilities;  very  good 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  other?);  current  lease 

Activities  Suitability? 
Winter;  fair 
Summer;  excellent 
Water-oriented;  excellent 
Other;  camping 

General  Comments:  Increased  use  will  require  the  installation  of  restroom 
facilities. 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  lUTING;  =  5 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 
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MID    CANON    PARK 
FIGURE    13  ' 


MID    CANON    ESTATES 

SECTION   20,  T16N,  R2W,  M.RM. 
CASCADE   COUNTY,  MONTANA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  MINERS  CENTENNL\L  PARK 

by:  Carrels,  R.  Sanders 
date:  8/5/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Parkland  under  lease  to  Centerville  Park  Board  from 
School  District  #5,  State  of  Montana 

SIZE:  8.51  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Centerville  Park  Board  (under  supervision  of  Cascade 
County  Park  Board) 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  State  of  Montana,  School  District  #5 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Centerville  Park  Board;  attn:  Judy  Guisti 

LOCATION:  NEl/4  Section  19,  T19N,  R5E 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  park  has  undergone  extensive  groundwork, 
excavating  and  leveling.  A  childrens  play  area  and  softball  field  are  currently  being 
developed  by  area  residents.  The  Department  of  State  Lands  will  be  drilling  a  well 
for  irrigation  during  the  summer  of  1990. 

EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  3  picnic  tables  and 
shelters.  One  mining  industry  historical  artifact  (a  large  ventilation  fan  for 
underground  mining  operations)  as  an  exhibit,  parking  lot  with  access  road,  softball 
field  and  childrens  play  area. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  flat  site  with  drainage  ditch  runnmg  through  it 

soils;  consist  of  mining  refuse  piles  and  refuse  materials  covered  by  topsoil 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  course,  bunchgrass 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown,  portion  of  site  contains  riparian  habitat 

watershed;  drainage  from  adjacent  hillsides  on  both  sides,  in  addition  a  potential 

wetland  exists  at  the  northern  edge  of  the  site 

scenery;  surrounded  by  shortgrass  hills,  site  has  pleasant  enclosed  atmosphere  with 

creek  alongside 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  access  is  good  from  roadways  adjacent  and  is 

readily  available  to  school  children  next  door 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  none  other  than  car/truck 

signage  and  information  resources;  a  sign  identifying  the  park  has  been  installed 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 
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North:  and  easterly  lies  Sand  Coulee  Creek  and  adjacent  hillsides 
South:  Centerville  School  and  gravel  roadway 
East:  hillside 
West:  Hwy.227 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  4 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  school  systems  septic  drain  field  already  is  located  on  the  site  so 

soils  are  presumed  sufficient  for  such  purposes,  potential  to  tie  into  this  field  and 

the  system  should  be  explored 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  a  well  will  be  established  by  the 

Department  of  State  Lands 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  there  is  a  small  private  field  adjacent  to  the  parkland 

although  there  is  no  need  for  additional  land 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  cooperative  use  with  school  and  general 

community  is  likelihood,  excellent  open-green  space  value 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parkland);  none  foreseeable 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  high 

Park  Board  interest;  high 

Parking  availability;  yes,  plentiful 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  drainage  ditch  and  wetlands  are  potential 

sources  of  concern 

Weed  control  problem;  appears  not  to  be  of  great  concern 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  if  utilized  as  a  rest  stop  for  casual 

travellers  potential  for  other  county  visitation  is  good.  Also,  ballfield  to  be 

developed  will  likely  get  some  inter-county  use  as  teams  across  the  area  compete 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  none  except  school 

grounds,  the  site  is  along  a  route  into  the  national  forest  lands  to  the  south  and  may 

see  some  visitation  due  to  travel  there 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  unknown  -  effort  now  is 

to  develop  site  as  active  playground  and  community  commons  area 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  passive,  visual 

Summer;  active  and  passive  use  is  anticipated 

Water-oriented;  little  opportunity  exists  except  as  visual  reference  to  creek 

alongside 

Other?;  school  and  non-recreation  community  activities  will  likely  be  drawn  to  the 

site 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  5 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


MINERS     CENTENIAL    PARK 
FIGURE   14 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  PLEASANT  VIEW  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/15/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Pearson  Addition,  1957  (Thomas/ Anna  Person) 

SIZE:  2.42  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Unknown 

LOCATION:  SEl/4  Section  23,  T20N,  R3E.  Pleasant  View  Park  is  located  about  2 
miles  south  of  Great  Falls.  The  park  is  situated  east  of  the  Burlington  Northern 
Railroad  and  west  of  Upper  River  Road.  The  park  site  can  be  found  by  proceeding 
south  of  Great  Falls  on  Upper  River  Road  for  about  2  miles,  turn  west  on  "Sharon 
Drive"  and  north  on  "Marlie  Drive". 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped,  except  being  used  as  locale  for 
subdivision  sewage  pond 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  no  park  facilities  are 
available 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  site  is  not  level  having  mile  4-6  foot  grade  changes  throughout, 

overall  the  site  changes  little  in  elevation  at  one  end  compared  to  another 

soils;  soils  appear  fertile  and  capable  of  supporting  park  vegetation 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  course  grasses  and  brush  -  one  neighbor  complained  to  me  of  weed 

infestation  occurring  in  his  yard  resulting  from  the  parkland 

wildlife  and  habitat;  no  value 

watershed;  provides  storm  drainage  into  sewage  lagoon 

scenery;  value  is  high  as  parcel  lies  adjacent  (over  railway)  to  Lower  River  Road 

which  follows  the  Missouri  River  and  appears  to  get  heavy  recreational  use,  also,  the 

parcel  separates  the  subdivision  and  Lower  River  Road 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  access  by  vehicle  and  pedestrian  is  excellent 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  no  signage 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 
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North:  railway  and  Lower  River  Drive 

South:  residential  lots 

East: 

West: 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  3,  site  is  now  open  space 
(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  good 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  likely  excellent,  neighbor  says  some 

wells  operate  at  60  feet  deep 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  with  purchase,  though  not  needed 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  currently  used  for  sewage  pond 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  unknown 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  some  apparent,  with 

outreach  would  likely  be  great 

Park  Board  interest;  poor 

Parking  availability;  not  readily  available  except  for  roadway 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  sewage  lagoon  is  potentially  a  problem  with 

odor  and  child  safety  issues 

Weed  control  problem;  some  neighbor  complaints 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  as  scenic  green  space  along  Lower  River 

Road 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  unknown 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salabihty,  lease/trade  or  ?);  site  could  be  leased  to 

homeowners  for  sewage  pond  but  money  generated  would  be  minimal,  potential 

ideally  is  for  park-open  space 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  ? 

Summer;  multiple,  scenic  and  play  oriented;  also  pea  garden  space  would  utilize  and 

maintain  it  as  well,  garden  space  may  be  needed 

Water-oriented;  none  except  as  scenic,  open  space  near  Missouri 

Other?; 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING:  =  4 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


PLEASANT     VIEW    PARK 
FIGURE    15 

PEARSON    ADDITION 

Ta  GREAT  FALLS. 
CASCADE  COUNTY,    MONTANA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  PTARMIGAN  ACRES  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/24/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Fox  Valley  and  Ptarmigan  Acres  park  dedication 

SIZE:  20.1 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  none 

LOCATION:  NWl/4  Section  1,  T19N,  R3E,  reach  by  Highwood  Drive 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 

EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  none 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  generally  level,  with  incline  towards  river 

soils;  fertile 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  fieldgrass 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown 

watershed;  no  value 

scenery;  good  open  space  to  river,  especially  as  subdivision  is  developed 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  good  vehicle  access  via  several  roads 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  automobile  and  indirectly  by  boat  using  Montana  Fish, 

Wildlife  and  Parks  river  frontage 

signage  and  information  resources; 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 
North:  S.F.  lots  of  Ptarmigan  Acres  subdivision 
South:  Highwood  Drive  and  open  fields 
East:  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  parcels 
West:  S.F.  lots... 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS:  =  3,  open  space  to  river  along  road 
(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 
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Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  yes 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  yes 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  yes 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  adjacent  to  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  parcel  fronting 

river,  this  will  likely  increase  value  as  park 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  unknown 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  none  now 

Park  Board  interest;  rated  excellent  although  land  swap  is  mentioned 

Parking  availability;  no  problem 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  none 

Weed  control  problem;  no 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  yes,  especially  in  cohort  with  Fish, 

Wildlife  and  Parks  parcel 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  river  parcel  (Fish,  Wildlife 

and  Parks) 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  potential  if  good  for  all 

three 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  — 

Summer;  water  access  and  visual  open  space 

Water-oriented;  yes,  indirectly 

Other?;  opportunity  will  exist  as  homes  are  developed  to  create  a  greenbelt  entry 

for  subdivision  and  entry  to  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  river  access 

General  Comments:  value  of  this  parcel  will  unfold  as  the  development  of  both  the 
subdivision  and  the  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  White  Bear  fishing  access  do;  a  land 
swap  was  suggested  with  the  intent  being  to  create  an  adjoining  park  and  fishing 
access  situation;  from  looking  at  the  map  of  the  subdivision  and  the  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks  site  plan,  I  do  not  see  this  possibility,  with  the  exception  of  being 
separated  by  the  roadway,  which  is  the  way  it  is  without  the  swap 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  5 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


PTARMIGAN    ACRES    PARK 
FIGURE  ^6 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  SANDRA  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/24/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Irish  Acres  Addition,  Barth  and  Margaret  O'Day,  Vernon 
and  Kathleen  Ouellette,  John  and  Lucille  Helsper;  1958.  Harry  and  Dons  Shell 
retain  the  right  to  develop  three  wells  in  the  park  along  with  easements  to  or  from 
the  wells  to  their  own  property. 

SIZE:  2.87  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  none 

LOCATION:  SEl/4  Section  25,  T20N,  R3E.  Sandra  Park  is  located  south  of  Great 
Falls  about  3  miles.  The  park  is  situated  north  of  Sand  Coulee  Creek  and  east  of 
Lower  River  Road.  The  park  site  can  be  found  by  proceeding  south  of  Great  Falls 
on  Lower  River  Road,  and  turning  directly  east  at  the  entrance  of  Irish  Acres 
Addition. 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  none 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  level 

soils;  fertile 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  field  grass  and  weeds 

wildlife  and  habitat;  no  value 

watershed;  — 

scenery;  good  open  space  buffer  between  existing  residences 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential);  readily  available  access  from  all  sides 
type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  car,  pedestrian,  etc. 
signage  and  information  resources;  no  signage 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 
North:  a  number  of  1  acre  S.F.  residences 
South:  1  S.F.  residence 
East:  empty  pressure 
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West:  mobile  homes 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  2 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  likely 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  well  existing  on  property  is,  I  believe, 

the  Irish  Acres  utility 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  yes  through  purchase 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  saleable,  leasable  or  ? 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  none 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  little 

Park  Board  interest;  excellent 

Parking  availability;  lots 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  none,  except  perhaps  well 

Weed  control  problem;  maybe,  although  vegetation  is  not  any  different  than  that 

surrounding  open  land 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  very  little 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  none 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  good 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  — 

Summer;  doesn't  look  as  if  surrounding  families  have  a  use  for  playground  though 

hard  to  tell  -  if  an  appropriately  developed  playground  were  created  it  might  do  alot 

towards  solidifying  this  neighborhood 

Water-oriented;  no 

Other?;  — 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  3,  neighborhood  interest  should  be 

checked  into,  perhaps  cultivated 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


SANDRA       PARK 
FIGURE   17 

IRISH    ACRES     ADDITON 
GREAT   FALLS.    CASCADE    COUNTY,   MONTANA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  STRAINS  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/7/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Strains  First  Addition  to  Monarch 

SIZE:  2.40  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  none 

LOCATION:  Wl/2  Section  3,  T15N,  R7E.  Strains  Park  is  located  near  Monarch  in 
the  southeast  portion  of  Cascade  County.  The  park  is  situated  south  of  Monarch 
and  west  of  U.S.  Highway  89  and  Belt  Creek.  The  park  site  can  be  found  by 
proceeding  southeast  of  Great  Falls  on  U.S.  Highway  89,  and  past  Monarch  for 
about  1/2  mile.  The  park  is  across  Belt  Creek  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  and 
creek. 


DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  no  facilities 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  site  is  on  a  steep  sloping  hillside 

soils;  unknown,  likely  shallow  and  erodable 

geology;  rock  outcrops,  many  mineral  claims  on  lands  adjacent  (above  this  parcel  on 

Forest  service  lands) 

vegetation;  timber 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown 

watershed;  a  part  of  slope  to  Belt  Creek 

scenery;  good  scenery  buffer  to  cabins  along  Belt  Creek 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential): 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  little  or  no  access  either  by  vehicle  or  foot  without 

crossing  creek  or  private  property 

signage  and  information  resources;  none 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility): 
North:  private  residential  cabin  lots 
South:  private  residential  lots 
East:  unknown,  forest  service  land? 
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West:  forest  service  lands 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  2,  critical  that  parcel  be  surveyed  before 
disposing  of;  site  plans  show  park  to  cross  creek  and  may  contain  some  buildable 
valuable  land 
(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  not  likely 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  unknown 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  good 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  potential  mineral,  timber  and  open  space  value 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  unknown 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  none 

Park  Board  interest;  poor,  recommended  for  disposal  (to  whom?) 

Parking  availability;  none 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  potential  landslide? 

Weed  control  problem;  unknown 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  little  except  passive  visual  (again  -  check 

survey) 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  no  relationship 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  unknown  -  check  timber, 

mineral  and  access  opportunities  through  survey 

Activities  Suitability? 
Winter;  — 
Summer;  — 
Water-oriented;  — 
Other?;  all  unknown 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING:  =  2 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


STRAINS      PARK 
FIGURE    18 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  SUN  PRAIRIE  ESTATES  PARK  #1 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/28/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Sun  Prairie  Estates 

SIZE:  3.38  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Sun  Prairie  Estates  Homeowners  (1988 
Parks  Committee  person  is  Jerry  Hoover) 

LOCATION:  bordered  by  Washington  Boulevard  (internal  loop)  and  Sun  Prairie 
Lane 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  developed 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  1  picnic  table,  1  sitting 
bench,  2  fire  hydrants  with  irrigation  equipment  (unknown  whose  irrigation 
equipment),  1  double  light  fixture  street  lamp,  split  rail  and  post  fence  on  south 
boundary,  1  garbage  container  and  rack 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  level 

soils;  good,  fertile 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  good  lawn  cover,  and  5  evergreen  trees 

wildlife  and  habitat;  no  value 

watershed;  unknown 

scenery;  good  open  space  value 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential):  excellent  from  all  sides  for  pedestrian  and 

vehicles  -  may  need  interior  bicycle  route 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  good  use  of  signs  as  information  and  community 

center/organizational  type 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 

North:  residential 

South:  roadway  and  trailers 

East:  residential 
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West: 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  5 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  yes 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  hydrants  already  used  for  irrigation  - 

may  need  drinking  fountain 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  no 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  unlimited  really,  from  intense  play  to  open,  green 

space  corridor 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  use  as  fire  station 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  high 

Park  Board  interest;  excellent/high 

Parking  availability;  plenty  along  perimeter  road 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  none  apparent 

Weed  control  problem;  none 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  limited  to  neighbors 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  none 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  none 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  potential  with  appropriate  development,  none  without 

Summer;  open  space,  free-style  play,  need  ballfields? 

Water-oriented;  none 

Other?;  — 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4,  more  intensive  play  activities  could 
be  incorporated  but  as  is  land  serves  good  open  commons  function,  as  well  as  center 
for  neighborhood  organization;  potential  for  better  visual  buffering  and  green  space 
using  broadleaf  and  evergreen  trees  is  quite  large  and  should  be  pursued 
(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


SUN  PRAIRIE   VILLAGE    PARK    No.  I 
FIGURE    19 
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SUN    PRAIRIE  village:      PART  1 

5UB-DIVI510N    TO 
■CASCADE.       COUNTY,        rv',Cr.JTANA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  SUN  PRAIRIE  VILLAGE  PARK  #2 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/28/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Sun  Prairie  Village 

SIZE:  9.23  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Doug  Hoffman,  Sun  Prairie  Village 
Homeowner's  Association 

LOCATION:  bordered  by  Grant  Drive  and  Lincoln  Way  (park  is  under  power  line) 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  developed  and  maintained  as  open  commons  with 
much  active  play  equipment 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  basketball  court  with  2 
hoops  (both  court  and  hoops  are  in  good  condition),  1  picnic  table  with  garbage  can, 
swingsets,  slide,  climbing  bars  and  other  miscellaneous  play  equipment,  1  bench, 
irrigation  pipe  set  up  off  of  fire  hydrant,  street  lamp  and  numerous  evergreen  trees  - 
looks  as  if  ballfield  is  being  constructed  as  backstop  already  in  place 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  and  slope;  level 

soils;  unknown 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  good  grass  cover  (irrigated) 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown 

watershed;  unknown 

scenery;  good  open  space  and  play  areas  (today  heavy  NW  winds) 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential);  excellent  vehicle  and  foot  access 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  good  use  of  informational  signs  for  community 

organizing 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 
North:  mobile  homes  and  single-family  residents 
South:  mobile  homes  and  fire  station  building 
East:  mobile  homes  and  water  storage  tank 
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West:  single-family  and  mobile  homes 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  4,  needs  better  tree  cover 
(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  likely 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  2  hydrants  already,  may  need  drinking 

fountains 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  no,  surrounded  by  housing  development 

Other,  or  'Multiple  Use'  Values;  could  be  better  used  as  green-space  buffer 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  — 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  high 

Park  Board  interest;  excellent/high 

Parking  availability;  good  along  roadway 

LiabiliW  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  none  except  for  powerline  which  runs  above 

most  of  park 

Weed  control  problem;  no 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreational  use;  limited  to  neighbors 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  — 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  no 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  potential  for  skating  rink 

Summer;  open  play,  better  green  belt  type  buffer 

Water-oriented;  none 

Other?; 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4,  could  be  better  green  space 
(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


SUN    PRAIRIE    VILLAGE    PARK    N©- 2 
FIGURE   20 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 

CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

PARK  NAME:  SUN  PRAIRIE  VILLAGE  PARK  #3 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/28/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Sun  Prairie  Village 

SIZE:  13.62  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Sun  Prairie  Village  Homeowner's 
Association  (Parks  Committee,  1988:  Jerry  Hoover) 

LOCATION:  bounded  by  Adams  Boulevard 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 

EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  no  facilities 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  level 

soils;  — 

geology;  — 

vegetation;  course  grass  cover 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown 

watershed;  — 

scenery;  good  open  space 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential);  vehicle  and  pedestrian  from  subdivision 

type  vehicle  and  craft; 

signage  and  information  resources;  none 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 
North:  trailers  and  single-family  residential 
South:  open,  agricultural 
East:  sewage  lagoon 
West:  open,  agricultural 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  2 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 
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Specific  Issues  to  Address:  , 

Septic  feasibility;  — 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  unknown 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  not  needed  although  agricultural  lands  to  the  west 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  potential  for  revenue  generation  via  agricultural 

use  or  partial  sale;  not  recommended  disposal  of  all  acreage  within  this  parcel;  with 

planting  good  potential  for  green  spaces  and  wind  screen 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  agricultural  use 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  unknown 

Park  Board  interest;  "excellent" 

Parking  availability;  yes 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  unknown 

Weed  control  problem;  unknown 

Potential  for  county-side  recreational  use;  not  likely 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  none 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  yes,  partial  sale  or  use 

for  agricultural  purposes 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  — 

Summer;  active  or  passive  recreation,  also  agricultural 

Water-oriented;  none 

Other?;  ~- 

General  Comments: 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


SUN    PRAIRIE  VILLAGE    PARK   NO- 3 
FIGURE    21 

SUN     PRAlPIt    VILLAGE     PART  III 

SUB- DIVISION      TO 
CA5CADE        COUNTV,        MONTANA 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION 
CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  TWIN  SILOS  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  7/28/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  Twin  Silos  Ranchettes,  Lloyd  A.  Anderson,  1979 

SIZE:  1L66  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Cascade  County 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  — 

LOCATION:  NEl/4  Section  31,  T21,  R2E.  Twin  Silos  is  located  about  9  miles 
northwest  of  Great  Falls,  south  of  Interstate  15,  and  fronting  the  north  bank  of  the 
Sun  River.  The  park  site  can  be  found  by  proceeding  northwest  of  Great  Falls  on 
the  Intersta  ;e  15  Frontage  Road,  south  on  Sun  Prairie  Road  for  about  3/4  of  a  mile. 


DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  undeveloped 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  no  facilities  are  provided 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  gently  sloping  to  river,  likely  some  of  parcel  on  floodplain 

soils;  unknown 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  variety  of  riparian  vegetation  along  river  and  noxious  weeds  throughout 

wildlife  and  habitat;  unknown 

watershed;  some  floodplain,  drainage  directly  to  Sun  River 

scenery;  open  space,  riverfront  value 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential);  no  developed  access  but  a  way  has  been  provided 

for 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  vehicle  and  boats 

signage  and  information  resources;  none 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 

North:  open  pasture 

South:  single-family  residential 

East:  open  pasture 

West:  Sun  River  and  open  agricultural  lands  across  river 
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RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  2,  either  use  to  generate  revenue  by 
agricultural  use  or  develop  as  river  access,  good  potential  for  sale  if  river  access 
along  Sun  is  not  critical,  for  residences  in  this  area  generally  have  large  acreages 
and  provide  their  own  recreation  sources 
(1  =  none,  2:  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasib  ility;  unknown 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  with  well  development 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  agricultural  land  may  be  available 

Other,  or  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  prime  river  frontage 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  agricultural 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  none,  although  a 

neighbor  did  request  a  least  to  pasture  horses 

Park  Board  interest;  fair  to  poor 

Parking  ava  lability;  could  be  developed 

Liability  cor  cerns  (specific  hazards?);  river  frontage  maybe 

Weed  control  problem;  definite 

Potential  fo  ■  county-wide  recreational  use;  if  there  is  need  for  Sun  River  access  then 

yes 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  — 

Revenue  ge  aeration  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  yes,  sale,  lease  or  trade 

all  potential 

Activities  Suitability? 
Winter;  unknown 
Summer;  ri\'er-related 
Water-orier  ted;  yes 
Other?;  — 

General  Co  nments: 

DEVELOPr/IENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  3 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 


TWIN  SILOS   PARK 
FIGURE    22 
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PARKLAND  INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATIC  N 
CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 


PARK  NAME:  ULM  PUBLIC  PARK 

by:  Carrels 
date:  8/15/88 


SUBDIVISION  DATA:  This  land  was  previously  leased  from  Montana  Power, 
however,  Montana  Power  has  sold  all  of  their  land  near  Ulm,  including  the  leased 
park  to  Aimee  Hachigian.  The  lease  is  still  currently  in  effect. 

SIZE:  8.74  acres 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LEGAL  OWNERSHIP:  Montana  Power  Company 

LESSEE/USER-GROUP  CONTACT:  Cascade  County  Park  Board 

LOCATION  SWl/4  Section  5,  T19N,  R2E.  Montana  Ulm  Public  Park  is  located  in 
the  community  of  Ulm,  11  miles  southwest  of  Great  Falls.  The  park  is  situated 
north  of  the  Missouri  River  and  south  of  Interstate  15  and  the  Burlington  Northern 
Railroad.  The  park  site  can  be  found  by  proceeding  southwest  cf  Great  Falls  on  I- 
15,  exit  at  the  Ulm  Interchange,  proceeding  south  and  west  for  about  1/3  mile,  and 
then  turning  south,  crossing  the  BN  railway. 

DEVELOPMENT  STATUS:  developed  as  community  playgroiinds  and  ballfields 


EXISTING  CONDITIONS 

FACILITIES  and  EQUIPMENT  (plus  general  condition);  4  pioiic  tables  in  good 
condition,  ballfield  (fully  equipped  and  m  good  repair),  children  s  play  equipment, 
and  an  outhouse 

ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES;  Impact  Susceptibility  and  Amenities: 

landform  or  slope;  level 

soils;  — 

geology;  unknown 

vegetation;  overgrown  bunchgrasses  and  weeds 

wildlife  and  habitat;  little  value 

watershed;  — 

scenery;  excellent  to  river  and  town 

ACCESS  (existing  and  potential); 

type  vehicle  +  other  craft;  no  boater  access  but  vehicle  and  pedestrian  access  is 

excellent 

signage  and  information  resources;  no  signage 

ADJACENT  LAND-USES  (in  terms  of  compatibility); 
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North:  one  residence 

South:  farmland 

East:  Missouri  River  and  floodplain 

West:  railway  and  community  of  Ulm 

RATING  AS  EXISTING  PARKLANDS;  =  4 

(1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

POTENTIAL  FOR  DEVELOPMENT 

Specific  Issues  to  Address: 

Septic  feasibility;  likely  good 

Potable  and/or  irrigation  water  availability;  none  but  likely 

Prospect  of  adding  acreage;  available  though  not  likely  needed 

Other,  'Multiple-Use'  Values;  good  river  access  potential 

Development  pressures  (other  than  as  parklands);  no 

Neighborhood/community  interest  (only  if  demonstrated);  high 

Park  Board  interest;  no  evaluation 

Parking  availability;  plenty 

Liability  concerns  (specific  hazards?);  river  may  pose  some  hazard  to  unsupervised 

children 

Weed  control  problem;  some  as  area  is  not  well  maintained,  though  not  clear  how 

serious  weeds  are  now  within  park 

Potential  for  county-wide  recreation  use;  potential  is  good  for  county-wide  use  if 

river  access  has  developed  and  river  area  was  developed  as  trail  and  recreation  site 

Proximity  and  compatibility  to  other  recreation  facilities;  — 

Revenue  generation  potential  (salability,  lease/trade  or  ?);  none 

Activities  Suitability? 

Winter;  unknown 

Summer;  great  potential  and  existing  use  for  organized  play  area 

Water-oriented;  possible  great  if  developed  appropriately 

Other?;  fishing-camping-boating  access  to  Missouri  should  be  explored 

General  Comments:  potential  to  link  organized  playgrounds  with  river  recreation  is 
high 

DEVELOPMENT  POTENTIAL  RATING;  =  4 

(ranked:  1  =  none,  2  =  poor,  3  =  fair,  4  =  good,  5  =  excellent) 

RECOMMENDATION:  Investigate  connecting  river  access  to  this  park. 
Opportunity  for  county-wide  use  is  great  considering  that  this  land  nearly  borders 
the  Missouri,  yet  fails  to  orient  itself  to  that  resource.  Check  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  interests  here,  perhaps  joint  county  park  and  river  access 
agreement  could  be  developed  using  a  lease  arrangement  with  owner  or  riparian 
property.  This  park  is  in  need  of  routine  maintenance,  at  least  at  the  time  of  this 
mventory.  Evaluate  citizen  interest  and  monitor  usage  levels.  Investigate  the 
possibility  of  acquiring  the  parkland  from  Ms.  Hachigian. 
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ULM    PUBLIC    PARK 
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FIGURE    23 
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XII.  PARKLAND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Black  Eagle-Art  Higgins  Memorial  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Park  has  received  considerable  development  assistance 
previously.  Check  current  operations,  especially  as  they  pertain  to  safety  and 
hazards  as  they  may  exist  on-site.  Monitor  usage  and  up-keep  procedures  to  see 
that  any  dilapidation  of  facilities,  such  as  electrical  outlet  covering  or  refrigerators 
within  shelter  are  kept  up  in  safe  condition.  Compare  independent  safety 
evaluation  with  perceived  conditions  by  caretakers  to  see  if  any  differences  exist  in 
standards.  Write,  distribute  and  monitor  safety  standards  if  differences  are  evident. 

Bel- View  Palisade  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Monitor  subdivision  process  or  expectations.  Update 

plans  for  annexation  or  trade/lease  arrangement  with  DFWP. 

Buchanan  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  As  citizen  interest  is  high,  on-going  efforts  to  improve 
park  should  be  fully  supported.  Caretakers  have  expressed  in  written  and  oral  form, 
the  need  for  additional  support,  especially  equipment  and  availability  of 
improvement  funds. 

Cooper  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Although  park  site  is  situated  along  a  scenic  recreational 
route  and  provides  open  space  value,  it  is  also  inaccessible  and  not  particularly 
extraordinary  in  it's  scenery. 

Fort  Shaw  Central  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  On-going  efforts  to  improve  the  ballpark  facilities  on  this 

parcel  should  be  supported. 

Fort  Shaw  Riverside 

RECOMMENDATION:  Previous  problems  associated  with  use,  and  abuse  require 
that  this  site  be  closely  monitored.  Ask  managing  agency  (DFWP)  to  keep  Board 
informed  on  any  problems  or  usage  concerns.  Momtor  with  traffic  counter  annually, 
and  look  into  the  possibility  of  enlisting  a  neighbor  to  serve  as  a  monitor.  Check 
into  issue  of  adequate  signage  on  Hwy.  200  so  that  travellers  may  choose  to  visit  site. 
Investigate  current  use  of  7  acres  presently  unmanaged  by  DFWP  and  adjacent  to 
the  river-access  area,  and  see  if  either  revenue  my  be  generated  from  it's  sale  or 
lease,  or  possibly  as  a  concessionaires  campground  facility. 

Island  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Access  is  limited,  however,  it  does  have  potential  as  a 

boating  access  site. 

Mid-Canon  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Given  previous  controversy  of  use  levels  disturbing 
resident/neighbors,  monitoring  should  be  thorough  and  frequent.  Aimual  traffic 
counts  should  be  taken  and  update  correspondence,  preferably  in  person,  should  be 
carried  out  with  neighbors.  This  site  has  great  potential  for  expanded  services  - 
resolutions  to  current  neighbor  problems  should  be  examined  so  that  site  can  be 
fully  utilized  as  more  than  an  unmarked,  unequipped  river  access.  Increased  use 
and  problems  with  human  waste  disposal  indicate  that  toilet  facilities  should  be 
provided  at  this  site. 
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Miners  Centennial  Park,  Centerville 

RECOMMENDATION:  Citizen  interest  is  high,  on-going  efforts  to  improve 
parkland  should  be  fully  supported.  Site  is  ideal  for  active  playground  and  visually 
oriented  greenbelt  improvements,  as  it  is  adjacent  to  a  school,  on  a  route  in  the 
middle  of  Centerville  community  and  along  a  well  used  transportation  corridor 
leading  from  outlying  communities  to  Great  Falls.  Check  to  see  if  school  district 
and  park  board  may  come  to  greater  agreement  regarding  the  sharing  of  equipment 
and  maintenance  efforts. 

Pleasant  View  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Check  into  weed  infestation  problem  occurring  on 
neighbors  property,  and  also  safety  issues  related  to  sewage  pond  on-site.  This  site 
has  excellent  potential  as  a  visual  buffer  and  amenity  to  passing  motorists  along 
route  following  river  and  the  residences  within  this  subdivision.  Outreach  should  be 
extended  to  this  site  when  affordable. 

Ptarmigan  Acres  Park: 

RECOMMENDATION:  Land  swap  or  lease  with  DFWP  should  be  investigated,  as 

DFWP  has  adjoining  river  access  property.  Use  as  a  greenbelt  is  also  a  possibility. 

Sandra  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Cultivate  resident  interest  in  developing  this  site  as  active 

playground. 

Strains  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Site  is  example  of  developer  taking  advantage  of  park 
dedication  as  way  of  disposing  of  poor,  undeveloped  land.  Survey  and  investigation 
of  value  should  be  undertaken.  Disposal  is  likely  action. 

Sun  Prairie  Park  #1,  2  and  3 

RECOMMENDATION:  On-going  improvement  efforts  should  be  monitored  and 
supported.  Potential  lease  for  agricultural  purposes  of  park  #3  (near  sewage 
lagoon)  should  be  examined. 

Twin  Silos  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Site  offers  Sun  River  access.  Currently  little  reason  exists 
for  developing  this  site  as  an  active  recreation  playground  as  few  residents  live  in 
proximity.  Temporary  lease  as  agricultural  land  should  be  pursued,  with  eye 
towards  development  as  river  access  in  distant  future.  Monitor  impacts  to  riparian 
habitat.  Weed  problem  may  exist  on  this  site. 

Ulm  Park 

RECOMMENDATION:  Investigate  connecting  river  access  to  this  park. 
Opportunity  for  county-wide  use  is  great,  considering  that  this  land  borders 
floodplain  of  Missouri  River  -  yet  fails  to  orient  itself  to  this  resource.  Check  with 
DFWP  to  see  if  they  are  interested  in  joint  project  to  tie  this  park  into  river  access 
site.  This  park  is  in  need  of  routine  maintenance,  at  least  at  the  time  of  this 
inventory.  Evaluate  citizen  interest. 
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CASCADE  COUNTY  PARKS 


TABLE  9 


1,  Black  Eagle  (Art  4,39  ac,  NWl/4  S6,  T20N,  R4E  Developed 
Higgins  Memorial) 

2,  Bel-View  Palisade  9,17  ac,  NWl/4  S22,  T20N,  R3E  Annexed 

3,  Buchanan  4.04  ac,  SEl/4  S29,  T20N,  R3E  Undevel, 

4,  Cooper  3,85  ac,  SEl/4  S16,  T16N,  R2W  Undevel. 

5,  Fort  Shaw  Central  3,99  ac,  NWl/4  S12,  T20N,  R2W  Undevel, 

6,  Fort  Shaw  Riverside  10,01  ac,  SWl/4  SI,  T20N,  R2W  Sun  River 

V-J^l-7  dC#J  »*^>^^^^^^>»#^»>»A»  PiCC  GS  S 

7,  Henderson  2,61  ac.  NEl/4  S35,  T21N,  R3E  Annexed 

8,  Henderson  -  1st  Ed,  2,69  ac,  NEl/4  S35,  T21N,  R3E  Annexed 

9,  Island  1,31  ac,  Wl/2  S15,  T16N,  R2W  Undevel, 

10,  Mid-Canon  8.68  ac.  Sl/2  S20,  T16N,  R2W  Missouri 

River  Access 

11,  Miners  Centennial  8.51  ac.  NEl/4  S19,  T19N,  R5E  Partial 

12,  Pleasant  View  2,42  ac ,  SEl/4  S23,  T20N,  R3E  Undevel, 

13,  Ptarmigan  Acres  20,1   ac,  NWl/4  SI,  T19N,  R3E  Undevel, 

14,  Sandra  2,87  ac,  SEl/4  S25,  T20N,  R3E  Undevel, 

15,  Strains  2,40  ac,  Wl/2  S3,  T15N,  R7E  Undevel, 

16,  Sun  Prairie  Village  26,23  ac,  Nl/2  S29  &  SWl/4  S28  Partial 
(3)  T21N,  R2E 

17,  Twin  Silos  11,33  ac,  NEl/4  S31,  T21N,  R2E  Undevel, 

18,  Ulm  Public  8,74  ac,  SWl/4  S5,  T19N,  R2E  Developed 
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XIII.  FUNDING  SOURCES 

In  the  United  States  on  average,  counties  devote  2.1%  of  their  budgets  to  "leisure", 
"outdoor  recreation"  or  otherwise  park  related  services  (Howard /Crompton  p.7). 
Recently  the  traditional  tax  base  upon  which  most  agencies  built  their  park 
programs  has  eroded. 

In  Cascade  County,  0%  of  the  budget  is  allocated  to  parks.  The  county  derives  it's 
park  resources  from  two  subsections  within  the  State  of  Montana's  Subdivision  and 
Platting  Act  of  1973  (see  appendix  A).  Because  the  resources  for  establishing  or 
maintaining  parks  is  derived  from  this  exterior  source,  and  because  people  often 
think  of  park  oriented  services  as  "discretionary",  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
'parklands'  should  be  clarified  by  the  Park  Board.  By  interpreting  parks  in  a 
multiple  purpose  sense,  county  parks  may  serve  a  wider  range  of  purposes, 
enhancing  each  parks'  particular  value.  As  rural  parks  are  often  m  a  situation  where 
the  primary  outdoor  recreation  value  is  not  feasible  or  desired,  a  broad 
interpretation  allows  flexible  management  for  other  amenities. 

"Too  many  of  our  neighborhood  parks  are  barren  pieces  of  open  space.  Rather  than 
enhancing  the  surrounding  environment,  such  open  space  adds  to  it's  sterility." 
(Howard/Crompton,  p.42) 

It  is  not  true  that  no  tax  monies  are  spent  in  support  of  the  counties  recreational 
endeavors.  1.65  mills  are  levied  by  the  county  m  support  of  the  county  fairgrounds, 
and  a  portion  of  that  ($33,000)  is  applied  toward  annual  operating  expenses  of  the 
Four  Seasons  Arena.  The  rest  of  that  money  goes  to  the  city  for  expenses  incurred 
in  operating  the  fairgrounds.  For  an  estimated  period  of  ten  years,  beginning  in 
1988,  based  on  current  mill  values  and  the  present  lease  agreement  regarding 
management  of  the  fairgrounds,  that  sum  of  $33,000  will  also  revert  to  the  city.  As 
the  city/county  lease  which  sets  this  arrangement  is  renewed  every  five  years,  it 
could  be  determined  during  the  renewal  process  that  a  portion  of  this  $33,000  might 
be  set  aside  for  park  use.  The  option  of  an  additional  mill  percentage  increase 
might  also  be  pursued  to  maintain  or  develop  county  parks.  Enabling  legislation 
(section  7-16-2102,  M.C.A.:  Authorization  for  tax  levy  for  parks  and  certain 
cultural,  social  and  recreational  facilities)  within  Montana  statute  allows  an  Increase 
of  up  to  two  mills  for  this  purpose.  At  this  time,  the  tax  freeze  imposed  under 
Senate  Bill  #71  in  the  year  1987,  eliminates  any  new  tax  increases.  Serious 
consideration  should  be  given  towards  utilizing  a  small  portion  of  a  mill  levy  (.05- 
.15)  to  fund  basic  maintenance  or  improvement. 

By  clearly  defining  the  role  of  parks,  management  Intent  is  established  and 
prioritized,  procedures  for  reaching  goals  are  rationalized  and  future 
misunderstandings  between  the  Board,  citizens  living  adjacent  to  parks,  and 
developers  will  be  avoided.  For  example,  should  developers  donate  lands 
exclusively  to  accommodate  active-recreation  sites,  such  as  playgrounds?  Or  is  the 
provision  of  greenbelts,  watershed/drainage  protection  areas,  or  other  non-active 
recreation  parkland  acceptable?  Clear  intent  and  definition  of  what  constitutes 
parklands  would  contribute  to  coherent  land  use  planning. 

Within  the  enabling  legislation,  the  following  definitions  for  the  terms  "Park  and 
Recreation  Land"  (7-16-2401)  are  provided:  "Park  and  Recreation  Land  means  real 
property,  buildings  and  fixtures  on: 
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(1)  land  designated  as  park  land  or  recreational  land  by  the  grant  or  deed 
of  such  land  to  the  county; 

(2)  land  owned,  leased  or  otherwise  possessed  by  a  county  and  which  the 
governing  body  of  a  county  has  designated  as  park  or  recreational  land; 

(3)  land  belonging  to  a  public  or  private  entity  or  person  who  has  donated 
the  recreational  rights  to  such  land  to  a  county  park  district  on  behalf  of  the 
county,  or; 

(4)  land  which,  by  agreement  between  an  owner  of  land  and  a  county 
park  district,  the  district  may  use  for  park  or  recreational  purposes. 

Tax  levied  support  for  park  acquisition  and  development  is  authorized  (7-16-2102, 
see  appendix  ).  As  of  this  writmg  (1988),  such  authorization  is  being  used  to  it's 
maximum  (2  mills)  to  fund  the  acquisition  and  equipping  of  the  Four  Seasons  Arena 
within  the  Cascade  County  Fairgrounds.  Given  the  state  of  park  non-maintenance 
and  lack  of  development,  this  source  of  funding  should  be  monitored  for  it's  first 
availability.  As  a  means  of  adequately  supportmg  or  augmenting  private  assistance, 
it  could  be  extremely  important. 

The  lack  of  tax-based  funding  for  Cascade  County  parklands  is,  at  the  same  time,  an 
advantage  and  a  disadvantage.  It  creates  a  tremendous  burden  for  administrators  to 
initiate  development  and  maintenance  using  non-traditional  sources,  almost  as  if 
they  were  an  entrepreneur  within  the  public  sector.  It  also  demands  that  the  public 
be  actively  engaged  in  managing  their  resources.  Residents  of  rural  outlying 
communities,  where  many  of  the  county's  parks  are  located,  thus  become  integral 
and  committed  elements  in  park  control  and  management.  Innovative  marketing 
and  community  out-reach  become  critical  parts  of  the  plan  to  realize  the  full  social 
and  environmental  benefits  to  be  gained  from  parklands.  Agencies  typically  use 
money  to  purchase  what  economists  refer  to  as  'factors  or  production';  property, 
labor  and  physical  materials.  This  plan  focuses  Park  Board  efforts  on  being 
facilitators,  rather  than  traditional  providers  of  park  resources.  Private  sources  of 
these  products  are,  and  should  be  to  a  greater  extent,  relied  on  to  provide  them. 

INTERNAL  ECONOMIES 

Management  of  park  resources  requires  not  only  providing  high  quality  recreation 
places  and  open  space,  but  utilizing  unused  parcels/funds  in  a  creative  way  to 
generate  additional  resources  for  acquiring,  developing  and  maintaining  parks. 
Suggested  ways  of  making  resources  more  efficient,  include: 

*  Invest  idle  funds  at  the  highest  rate  of  return  feasible.  The  existing  parkland 
fund  should  be  coordinated  so  that  a  majority  share  of  it  (70-90%)  is  invested 
long-term  at  high  rates  of  interest,  with  a  smaller  share  set  aside  for  annual 
and  unexpected  expenditures.  The  interest  derived  from  investment  should 
be  channeled  into  development  or  maintenance  of  existing  parks. 

*  Outside  contractors,  volunteer  groups  or  public  agencies  should  be  used  to 
develop  or  maintain  parklands,  or  in  augmenting  staff.  Current 
arrangements  with  the  various  homeowner's  associations,  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (DFW&P),  volunteers  and  interns 
should  be  expanded.  Potential  avenues  include  school  districts,  county 
conservation  districts,  municipal  park  and  recreation  agencies,  and  others. 
Community  outreach  is  imperative  in  committing  actual  users  to  investing 
themselves  toward  improvmg  and  maintaining  park  resources.  Assistance 
beyond  simple  authority  to  develop  or  maintain  parks  should  be  offered. 
Many  of  the  homeowner  association  groups  need  equipment,  organizational 
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assistance  and  aid  in  applying  for  grants.  School  districts  are  a  public  agency 
which  share  the  Park  Board's  interest  in  common  open  space  and  outdoor 
places  for  recreation.  The  role  of  schools  in  providmg  open  space  and 
recreational  facilities  should  be  defined  in  terms  of  joint  park-school 
objectives  and  efforts  collaborated. 

*  Means  of  generating  revenue,  which  can  then  be  applied  toward  maintaining 
or  developing  parks,  should  be  pursued.  Open  space  lands  can  be  leased  for 
concessions  or  agricultural  uses,  including  more  mtensive  uses  as  for-profit 
campgrounds.  Inappropriate  parcels  should  be  disposed  of  through  sale  or 
trade.  Imaginative  efforts  to  combine  private  with  public  interests  in 
providing  recreation  and  park-related  services  offer  great  potential.  The 
public  sector  should  consider  as  a  primary  goal,  the  encouragement  of 
privately  operated  facilities  which  provide  high  quality  and  desired  services. 
Financial  constraints  are  moving  public  resource  managers  into  a  facilitating 
role,  rather  than  simple  direct  service  providers.  Related  to  this  is  the 
necessity  of  public  managers  to  become  more  active  leaders  within 
community  and  business  organizations. 

*  Reduction  of  insurance  liability  costs  can  often  be  realized  by  shopping 
around  for  better  rates. 

FOUNDATION/TRUSTS 

A  Foundation  or  Trust  is  a  non-governmental,  non-profit  organization  under  the 
control  of  it's  own  trustees,  with  defined  charitable  purposes.  Also  known  as 
endowments,  corporations  or  societies,  the  format  involves  a  tax  exempt  medium 
through  which  private  wealth  is  funnelled  to  the  public.  Five  attributes  make  this  a 
valuable  park/recreation/open  space  tool:  donations  are... 

1.  able  to  be  or  often  free  of  political  pressure  and  influence, 

2.  more  readily  able  to  be  involved  in  controversial  issues, 

3.  more  able  to  act  without  constraint  or  bureaucratic  red  tape, 

4.  allows  more  flexibility  in  synchronizing  budget  issues.  For  example,  donated 
land  can  be  held  in  trust  until  a  Land  and  Water  Conservation  (LWC)  grant 
is  secured.  (Requirements  of  the  LWC  grants  require  that  if  the  property  is 
to  be  used  as  a  grant  match,  then  the  parcel  must  be  donated  to  a 
government  agency  within  two  years  of  securing  the  grant.) 

5.  trusts/foundations  can  legally  accept  donations  with  certain  'strings'  attached, 
while  government  agencies  often  cannot.  Donation  to  a  trust  secures  for  the 
donator  a  guarantee  that  a  certain  intent  is  carried  out.  Exchange  or  disposal 
of  property  is  also  more  controlled  through  the  use  of  a  foundation. 

EASEMENTS 

An  easement  is  essentially  purchase  or  donation  of  a  right  (deed)  inherent  in  land 
ownership,  which  precludes  or  prescribes  certain  uses  of  a  said  parcel  without 
conveying  title  or  right  of  possession.  Examples  include  scenic  easements  which 
guarantee  the  holder  the  right  to  views  across  property,  or  development  easements 
which  preclude  development  from  occurring  on  certain  property.  A  public  agency 
may  buy  easements  which  allow  establishment  of  a  trail  or  the  rights  which  permit 
fishing,  hunting,  picnicking,  drainage  or  flooding.  With  conservation  or  scenic 
easements,  the  public  can  acquire  the  owner's  right  to  erect  billboards,  remove 
vegetation,  remove  a  marsh,  etc.  Negative  easements  allow  the  county  to  guarantee 
that  land  will  be  used  as  it  has  been  in  the  past.  The  easement  is  recognized  as  an 
extension  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain. 
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Montana's  C'pen  Space  Land  and  Conservation  Act  of  1972  (Title  76,  Chapter  6, 
MCA)  enables  Montana  landowners  to  voluntarily  enter  into  conservation 
easements  with  public  agencies,  in  which  the  landowner  gets  a  monetary  benefit 
through  reduced  tax  and  purchase  values,  and  the  public  gains  park  or  open  space 
amemties.  The  financial  benefits  to  a  landowner  donating  park  related  easenients 
are  numerous,  affecting  adjusted  gross  income,  estate  taxes,  federal  capital  gains 
taxes,  property  taxes  and  other,  on  both  the  state  and  federal  levels.  A  parcel  of 
land  on  which  a  conservation  easement  is  held  is  not  capable  of  being  subdivided 
and  therefore  cannot  be  taxed  as  such.  It  must  be  taxed  on  it's  fair  market  value, 
determined  as  the  difference  between  the  appraised  fair  market  value  and  after  the 
easement  is  granted. 

When  acquiring  open  space  easements,  each  parcel  must  be  examined  parcel  by 
parcel.  The  Miscellaneous  Revenue  Act  of  1980  (Public  Law  96-541)  specifies  four 
categories  for  which  a  conservation  easement  can  be  granted:  1)  significant  open 
space,  2)  public  recreation,  3)  natural  ecosystems,  and  4)  areas  of  historical 
significance. 

TAX  LEVY 

A  method  which  was  briefly  addressed  above  is  taxation,  on  either  a  county-wide  or 
specific  park  district  level.  Taxation  is  not  the  best  route  to  follow  as  it  tends  to 
distance  rural  parks  from  the  people  who  should  be  intimately  responsible  for  them 
-  that  is  the  rural  residents  who  live  around  them.  However,  in  Cascade  County  we 
have  gotten  to  the  point  where  the  basic  rudiments  of  maintenance  and 
improvements  are  years  behind.  These  needs  are  accumulating  and  it  may  be  a 
good  idea  to  propose  a  short-term  tax  levy  to  build  up  a  system  of  maintenance  and 
initial  development.  Once  equipment  is  purchased  and  fundamental  facilities  are 
installed,  reliance  on  park  fund  revenues  and  private  citizen,  rural  involvement 
might  feasibly  be  used  to  maintain  the  system. 

USER  FEES  AND  CHARGES 

User  fees  and  other  forms  of  charges,  such  as  concessions,  provide  a  method  for 
generating  revenue  tied  directly  to  park  use.  Cascade  County  currently  has  no  such 
system  (with  possibly  the  exception  of  minor  lease  arrangements).  User  fees  in  the 
form  of  permit  charges  to  Little  League  organizations  and  entrance  fees  are  not  a 
suitable  form  of  revenue  generation  for  Cascade  County  parklands.  Such  fees 
require  that  basic  services  be  provided,  and  county  parks  do  not  provide  such 
services.  Also,  fees  to  organizations  such  as  Little  League  or  canoeist  clubs  will  put 
the  Park  Board  in  the  position  of  a  provider  role  rather  than  a  facilitator.  At  this 
time  at  lease.  Cascade  County  is  not  in  a  position  of  providing  minimal  services 
upon  which  fees  would  be  expectant.  The  use  of  various  concession  arrangements  in 
the  future  may  be  an  option  which  would  provide  revenue,  economic  activity  for  the 
private  sector  and  needed  recreational  opportunities  for  county  residents.  This  form 
of  user  charges  should  remain  an  option. 

LAND  DEDICATION 

As  discussed  previously,  park  resources  are  provided  primarily  through  Montana 
Subdivision  Law. 

COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  BLOCK  GRANT 

Park  acquisition  and  development  projects  are  eligible  for  assistance  under  the 
multi-purpose  CDBG  program.  Competition  for  the  limited  funds  is  keen,  and  each 
project  must  demonstrate  that  low  and  moderate  income  persons  (51%)  will  benefit. 
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All  of  the  smaller  cities  and  towns,  together  with  the  county  itself,  may  submit 
applications. 

VOLUNTEERISM 

Donation  of  personal  time  and  effort  has  played  an  important  part  of  Cascade 
County's  Park  Program.  The  donations  oi  private  citizens  in  furnishing  outdoor 
recreation  facilities  is  evident  by  Black  Eagle's  Art  Higgins  park.  As  addressed  in 
other  sections  of  this  plan,  such  volunteerism  should  play  a  major  part  of  county 
parkland  management.  This  option  is  most  valuable  m  promoting  the  concept  of 
participatory  democracy  -  in  rural  areas  where  lack  of  government  intervention  and 
personal  initiative  is  highly  valued,  essentially  turning  park  management  over  to  the 
people  may  be  the  most  positive  of  all  options. 

PROPERTY  DONATION 

Property  donation  is  a  way  for  an  individual  or  business  to  give  the  county  a  piece  of 
property.  The  foundation  or  trust  has  several  advantages  as  described  above.  There 
IS  no  such  thing  as  free  land,  as  donated  land  is  removed  from  tax  rolls,  and  entails 
costs  of  management  and  maintenance.  Donation  is  a  method  of  reducing  capital 
expenditures  in  providing  parkland  or  open  space  amenities.  The  donation  of  the 
Fort  Shaw  Riverside  Park  is  one  example  of  land  donation  which  provides  key 
access  to  recreational  opportunities  provided  by  the  Sun  River  and  also  protects  that 
portion  of  the  landscape  from  being  degraded. 

PROPERTY  EXCHANGE 

Property  can  be  exchanged  between  the  county  and  an  individual  or  corporation. 
The  Board  should  keep  in  mind  this  option  when  deciding  whether  or  not  to  accept 
certain  land  dedications. 

OPPORTUNITY  PLANNING 

This  option  is  new  and  innovative,  also  controversial.  It  is  based  on  flexible 
implementation  of  established  zoning  or  other  legal  planning  requirements.  For 
example,  in  urban  areas,  concessions  are  made  whereby  a  developer  is  allowed  to 
build  beyond  height  restrictions  if  that  developer  meets  certain  conditions.  The 
same  conditional  terms  might  be  applied  to  park  dedication  and  subdivision 
requirements.  If  for  example  a  developer  agrees  to  develop  and  maintain  a  parcel 
of  parkland,  then  perhaps  a  decrease  in  total  amount  of  dedicated  land  might  be 
required.  Extreme  caution  must  be  applied  when  utilizing  such  an  option,  as  the 
legal  basis  for  authority  to  bend  requirements  will  be  stressed.  This  option  attempts 
to  deal  with  what  can  be  thought  of  as  a  problem  with  the  Subdivision  Park 
Dedication  Law;  the  law  provides  land  (or  cash  in  lieu),  but  the  necessary 
maintenance  and  development  funds,  not  to  mention  commitment  of  county 
administrators  and  citizens,  are  not  always  available.  Counties  are  often  left 
"holding  this  bag  of  vacant  lots,  called  county  parks".  This  problem  is  the  reason 
parkland  management  by  counties  is  such  a  difficult  endeavor. 

UTILIZING  TAX  FORECLOSED  LAND 

In  rural  or  urban  fringe  areas  where  outdoor  recreation  opportunities  are  limited  or 
needed,  the  possibility  of  using  tax  foreclosed  land  should  be  investigated.  In  some 
cases,  lands  owned  but  not  used  or  needed  by  the  county  may  also  be  augmented  for 
such  purposes.  These  uses  may  be  temporary  or  permanent. 

PRIVATE  RECREATION  FACILITIES 

Private  sector  provision  of  outdoor  recreation  should  be  encouraged,  provided  such 
facilities  are  well  managed  and  needed. 
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SALE-BACK  AND  LEASE-BACK 

In  this  method,  the  county  would  buy  the  land  outright,  and  then  either  resell  or 
lease  while  withholding  certain  scenic,  access  or  recreational  rights  to  the  property. 
This  method  avoids  removing  property  from  tax  rolls  and  allows  land,  valuable  for 
both  agricultural  and  scenic  values,  to  be  used  for  both. 

FEE  SIMPLE  PURCHASE 

Acquiring  land  outright  for  open  space  or  parks  through  the  use  of  county,  state  or 
federal  funding. 

NOTE:  A  valuable  reference  to  recreational  and  park  funding  is  available  in 
Howard/Crompton,  Financing,  Managing  and  Marketing  Recreation  and  Park 
Resources,  1980.  See  especially  Chapter  Six  -  Cooperative  Arrangements  with  the 
Private-for-Profit  Sector;  Prerequisites  and  Non-Profit  Generating  Working 
Formulas. 


114 


XIV.  PARKLAND  IMPROVEMENT  AND  COMMUNITY  OUTREACH 

Park  Board  members  and  Planning  Board  staff  rely  to  a  great  extent  on  citizen 
support  in  improving  the  county's  parklands.  Such  assistance  is  not  derived  via 
typical  channels  of  tax  generated  revenues,  but  through  actual  participation  and 
physical  commitment.  Park  improvements  implemented  by  private  citizens  deserve 
recognition  and  support. 

Given  the  largely  volunteer  and  intermittent  nature  of  Park  Board  operations,  and  a 
lack  of  estabhshed  planning  staff  devoted  to  park  administration,  the  success  of 
plans  to  improve  parks  depends  on  either  the  activism  of  citizens  or  the  initiative  of 
Board  members.  Such  a  situation  is  vulnerable  to  inactivity. 

The  Park  Board  can  assume  various  postures.  The  Board  can  administratively 
develop  master  or  more  specific  site  development  plans,  and  actively  pursue  their 
intent.  The  Board  may  become  more  aggressive  managerially,  independently 
initiating  park  improvements  when  no  citizens  step  forward  to  being  the  process 
themselves.  In  some  cases  (such  as  Mid-Canon  or  Fort  Shaw  Riverside  Parks),  the 
Board  becomes  an  interagency  coordinator  and  a  flexible  arbitrator  of  the  outdoor 
recreation  needs  of  the  county  and  state  citizenry.  The  Board  is,  perhaps  most 
importantly,  a  facilitator  to  rural  community  members  who  may  be  unaware  of 
available  county  support  for  park  improvements  implemented  by  neighborhoods.  In 
such  a  case,  they  must  become  articulate  communicators  for  engaging  the  public  in 
service  to  the  county.  Being  volunteers,  the  Board  should  have  little  trouble 
understanding  the  motivations  and  rewards  of  such  service.  It  is  important  that  they 
advocate  this  service  to  others.  Some  of  the  roles  assumed  by  the  Board  require 
that  a  system  of  reaching  out  to  citizens,  and  a  procedure  for  assisting  them,  be 
developed. 

OUTREACH:  Two  methods  of  reaching  out  to  rural  residents  include: 

1.  It  will  be  made  known  to  all  rural  residents  living  in  proximity  to  all  parks 
that  upon  their  initiative,  funds  and  support  are  available  to  enable  them  to 
improve  their  parks,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  come  forward  as  an  organized  unit 
to  spark  the  process  of  improvement. 

2.  Certain  park  areas  can  be  contacted  and  aggressively  recruited  for  citizen 
activism.  This  targeting  should  be  based  on  current  levels  of  development, 
current  or  potential  resident  interest,  and  recognition  of  certain  needs, 
demands  and  site  potential.  As  Park  Board  funds  are  limited,  it  is  important 
to  maximize  the  impact  of  these  funds  and  to  prioritize  the  number  or 
contacts.  This  alternative  is  more  deliberate  and  facilitates  more 
concentrated  organizational  support  from  the  Board  to  citizen  groups.  Some 
parks  may  require  that  nearby  residents  be  actively  encouraged  and  that  an 
organized  effort  be  expended  toward  them.  It  also  allows  the  Board  to  take  a 
more  assertive  and  active  stance  toward  seeing  that  certain  parks  are 
improved.  A  major  problem  of  this  method  is  that  it  may  require  more  hours 
for  the  paperwork,  scheduling  aspects  and  person  to  person  contact. 

Additional  procedures  for  method  #2  include: 

1.         Derived  from  the  inventory,  a  priority  list  (see  below)  is  created  for  parks 

which  are:  a)  in  greatest  need,  b)  have  the  most  potential  for  improvements, 
or  c)  parks  which  have  demonstrated  high  local  interest  and  commitment. 
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2.         A  calendar  is  established,  where  at  the  start  of  every  two  year  period,  one  or 
two  parks  are  selected  from  the  list  and  contacted  with  pertinent  information 
regarding  the  opportunity  for  funding  assistance  from  the  county.  After 
bemg  informed  of  the  procedures  and  conditions  of  assistance,  the  residents 
are  given  one  year  to  respond  in  the  form  of  a  proposal  and  commitment 
statement.  It  should  be  discussed  with  the  Board  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
other-than-county  grant  monies  to  supplement  park  funds.  If  a  group  does 
respond,  and  their  proposal  is  accepted,  the  second  year  implementation 
occurs.  If  no  response  is  received,  a  new  two  year  period  begins  and  another 
group  is  contacted. 

Parkland  Improvement  Procedure 

In  May  of  each  year  the  Cascade  County  Park  Board  will  determine  the  amount  of 
funds  to  make  available  for  grant  purposes  during  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  Park 
Board  will  also  determine  the  amount  of  local  or  community  matching  money 
necessary  to  obtain  a  grant  and  the  maximum  grant  request  allowed  for  any  one 
grant  application.  Grant  requests  will  only  be  considered  for  PARK 
DEVELOPMENT  and  not  for  ongoing  maintenance  activities. 

1.  Preliminary  Requirements  for  Park  Board  Funding  Requests: 

A.  Applicant  must  comply  with  all  local,  state  and  federal  laws,  including 
regulations  pertaining  to  statement  of  assurances  non-discrimination. 

B.  Proposed  actions  must  enhance  the  enviroimiental  setting  of  the  site. 

C.  The  applicant  (local  homeowners  association,  recreation 
organizations  -  such  as  little  league,  parents  group,  etc.)  must  be 
willing  to  sign  a  long-term  maintenance  agreement  with  the  Cascade 
County  Park  Board  for  the  proposed  area  of  the  improved  property. 

D.  The  applicant  must  submit  a  Park  Plan  to  the  Cascade  County  Park 
Board  that  includes  the  following: 

2.  Requirements  for  Park  Applications: 
A.        Park  Plan: 

1)  Provide  a  legible  layout  of  the  park  and  the  proposed 
improvements.  Please  include  a  park  name,  size  and  location, 
with  dimensions  drawn  to  scale. 

2)  Show  surrounding  land  use  and  on-site  topography,  vegetation, 
any  important  features  such  as  irrigation  ditches,  etc. 

3)  Show  existing  and  proposed  facilities;  such  as  buildings, 
playground  equipment;  water,  sewer,  and  electrical  facilities; 
trails  and  sidewalks,  pedestrian  and  vehicular  access,  and 
planned  parking;  also  a  grading  plan,  landscaping  and  other 
appropriate  plans. 

4)  Improvements  must  meet  Park  Board  standards  and 
specifications,  available  upon  request  from  the  Planning  Board 
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Director.  A  representative  of  the  Board  will  make  ongoing 
inspections  of  proposed  improvements. 

5)  Discussion  of  short  term  goals  -  what  you  wish  to  accomplish  . 
within  one  or  two  years. 

6)  Discussion  of  long  term  goals  -  what  you  would  wish  to 
accomplish  at  full  development. 

7)  Provide  a  time  frame  of  plaimed  improvements  for  the 
duration  of  the  proposed  project.  You  will  also  be  required  to 
provide  timely  updates  to  the  Park  Board  in  written  or  oral 
form. 

8)  Show  the  estimated  cost  of  the  proposal,  by  item  and  source  of 
estimate. 

9)  Who  will  be  responsible  for  maintenance  and  how  will 
maintenance  be  funded.  The  Park  Board  will  also  require  that 
an  inventory  sheet  be  kept  up-to-date  and  that  all  equipment 
and  facilities  be  checked  for  safety  hazards  at  least  four  time  a 
year. 

10)  Name,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  local  contact  person 
and  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  local  responsible  group. 

B.        Park  Board  Plan  Review: 

1)        Consideration  will  be  given  to  the  following  when  the  Park 
Board  is  deciding  whether  to  fund  proposed  activities: 

•  Expressed  public  comment 

•  Demonstrated  need:  The  Park  Board  considers  it  an 
important  priority  that  proposals  are  in  fact  needed.  To 
demonstrate  this,  proponents  should  be  sure  to 
document:  a)  a  lack  of  inadequacy  of  similar 
facilities/resources  available  in  the  area,  and  b)  that  the 
particular  proposal  fits  the  needs  and  desires  of  the 
local  commumty 

•  Impacts  on  natural  environmental  quality;  wildlife  and 
water/air,  soil,  vegetation,  etc. 

•  Effects  on  public  health  and  safety 

•  Effects  on  local/regional  economy;  agriculture  and 
tourism 

•  Attempt  to  provide  year  around  benefits 

•  Project  accommodates  a  variety  of  recreation  and 
conforms  to  potential  opportunities  inherent  in  the  site 
(for  example,  river  frontage  parkland  takes  advantage 
of  the  river  proximity,  or  proximity  to  residences  with 
small  children  addresses  that  constituencies  needs) 

•  Full  access  is  provided,  including  handicap  access  if 
necessary 

•  Maximum  efficiency  is  made  of  county  resources,  both 
financial  and  physical 
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•  Relationship  of  particular  park  and  other  recreational 

and  county  lands 

2)  Project  type  and  use: 

Projects  are  to  be  rated  based  on  the  value  such  project  has  to 
the  surrounding  community,  the  county  at  large  and  the  overall 
economic  impact  of  the  proposal.  The  greater  the  benefits, 
either  by  time  or  activity  or  user  variety,  the  greater  the  use 
rating. 

3)  Use  values  to  be  considered  in  approval  of  park  proposals: 

USE  LOW  =  0-4  months 

BY  MEDIUM  =  5-8  months  (or  night  lighting) 

TIME:  HIGH  =  9-12  months 

USE  LOW  =  passive  recreation 

BY  MEDIUM  =  active  recreation 

TYPE:  HIGH  =  passive/active  recreation 

USE  LOW  =  one  activity 

BY  MEDIUM  =  two-three  activities 

ACTIVITY:   HIGH  =  four  +  activities 


USE  LOW  =  local  use  or  visitors  only 

BY  MEDIUM  =  countywide  (locals  included)  use 

USER:  HIGH  =  local,  countywide,  tourist/visitor  use 


Key: 

passive  = 

active  = 


greenbelts*  or  other  green  open  spaces  exclusive  of  active 
recreational  use. 

picnic  areas,  toilets,  camping,  fishing,  swimming,  gardening  or 
other  active  recreational  use. 


NOTE:  Initial  landscaping  treatments  which  add  green  open  space 

values  as  well  as  easing  particular  maintenance  costs  such  as  weed  control,  or 
serve  other  needed  uses  such  as  a  buffer  or  wildlife  habitat  restoration,  may 
deserve  a  higher  activity  recreation  evaluation. 

4)  The  County  Park  Board  shall,  after  thorough  review,  approve 
conditionally  approve  or  deny  the  proposed  park  plan. 
Applicants  may  resubmit  if  disappointed. 

5)  Applicants  are  encouraged  to  meet  with  the  Park  Board  or  the 
Planning  Board  staff  prior  to  submitting  a  park  improvement 
proposal,  in  order  to  insure  proper  awareness  of  Park  Board 
conditions  for  approval. 

6)  The  Park  Board  encourages  and  appreciates  the  improvement 
of  county  parks  by  local  neighborhood  groups  and  will  assist 
and  support  such  activities  as  much  as  possible. 
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7)         Funding  Levels:  No  fixed  ceiling  is  established.  The  amount 
which  may  be  granted  depends  on  several  factors;  current  park 
fund  amount,  number  of  submitted  requests,  and  revenues 
generated  from  numerous  factors.  IT  IS  STRONGLY 
ADVISED  THAT  BEFORE  FORMULATING  OR 
SUBMITTING  A  GRANT  REQUEST,  PROPONENTS 
CONFER  WITH  EITHER  THE  PARK  BOARD  OR  THE 
CASCADE  COUNTY  PLANNING  DIRECTOR  FOR 
INFORMATION  REGARDING  ESTIMATES  OF  FUND 
AVAILABILITY. 
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XV.  PARK  BOARD  SUBDIVISION  REVIEW  PROCESS 

The  Cascade  County  Park  Board  has  indicated  a  desire  to  become  more  involved  in 
the  determination  or  suitability  of  parkland/cash-in-lieu  payments  during  the 
subdivision  review.  In  the  past,  the  two  Plaiming  Boards,  in  consultation  with  the 
developers,  have  made  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
concerning  parkland  dedication  or  cash-in  lieu. 

Because  of  time  constraints  involved  with  subdivision  review,  the  Park  Board  would 
normally  only  have  a  short  time  in  which  to  review  and  provide  input  for  any  given 
subdivision  proposal.  The  Park  Board  would  also  have  to  depend  on  the  two 
plaiming  staffs  to  provide  them  with  review  material  in  a  timely  maimer. 

In  light  of  the  Park  Board's  desire  to  review  parkland  proposals  and  the  time 
constraints  involved  in  subdivision  review  the  following  course  of  action  is 
recommended: 

1.  That  the  Park  Board  Chairperson  receive  a  copy  of  the  proposed  subdivision. 

2.  That  the  planning  staffs  of  both  the  County  and  City-County  Planning 
Departments  address  the  parkland  requirements  in  the  staff  report  and  make 
an  initial  recommendation  on  the  suitability  of  park  or  cash-in-lieu  for  the 

subdivision. 

3.  The  both  Planning  Boards  (City-County  Planning  Board  and  County 
Planning  Board)  also  make  a  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  concerning  the  disposition  of  parkland  as  part  of  their 
recommendation  on  the  subdivision  proposal. 

4.  That  this  recommendation  also  be  forwarded  to  Park  Board  members  by  the 
appropriate  Planning  Board  staff. 

5.  That  the  Park  Board  schedule  a  meeting  to  review  these  recommendations. 

6.  That  the  Park  Board  provide  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  with  their 
final  recommendation  prior  to  County  Commission  action  on  the  preliminary 
plat. 

The  parkland  requirements  must  be  resolved  by  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  prior  to  the  approval  of  the  preliminary  plat.  In  order  to  assist  the 
Planning  Boards  and  Park  Board  in  their  review  and  determination  of  the  parkland 
question  the  following  factors  should  be  considered  in  reviewing  or  accepting 
parkland  proposals. 

FACTORS  TO  BE  CONSIDERED  IN  REVIEWING/ACCEPTING  PARK 
PROPOSALS 

Does  the  park  site  meet  subdivision  platting  legal  requirements? 

one  ninth  of  the  combined  area  (lots  5  acres  or  less),  or  one  twelfth  of 
the  combined  area  (lots  >  than  5  acres) 
where  proposed  dedication  is  undesirable,  due  to  "size, 
topography,  shape,  location  or  other  circumstances,  the  governing 
body  may  decide  to  accept  a  cash-in-lieu  donation  equal  to  the  fair 
market  value  of  the  land  to  have  been  dedicated". 
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What  are  thtj  consequences  of  accepting  cash-in-lieu? 

to  the  immediate  subdivision  residents;  do  they  need  open  common 

space?,  specific  outdoor  recreation  facilities?,  a  site  for  a  resident 

meeting  hall  or  firehall? 

to  the  general  public;  are  there  sufficient  open  spaces  or   recreation 

facilities  in  this  general  area?,  is  there  a  specific  function,  such  as  river 

access  site,  which  a  park  site  might  contribute? 

what  is  the  greater  benefit;  adding  a  particular  parcel  or    adding  to 

the  whole  park  system  maintenance/development  base  of  funding? 

Has  the  Park  Board  exercised  it's  right  to  "determine  suitable  locations  for  such 
parks"  (in  consultation  with  the  Planning  Board  and  the  developer)? 

is  the  park  useable,  given  anticipated  residents  and  activity? 

does  the  park  site  take  advantage  of  available  amenities,  such  as  river 

access  or  valuable  historical/natural  features  of  locale? 

is  the  site  located  or  developed  to  eliminate  neighbor  conflicts  (see 

Mid-Canon  problem)  or  safety  hazards? 

has  the  Park  Board  previously  determined  a  need  for  parkland  in  this 

location? 

Does  the  proposed  park  compliment,  duplicate  or  degrade  nearby  parklands,  open 
spaces,  sites  of  natural  or  historical  value? 

Is  the  park  size  and  intended  function  suitable  for  the  particular  lot  sizes? 

suggested:  larger  size  and  particularly  shaped  parkland  become  more 
important  as  lot  sizes  decrease,  due  to  the  need  of  residents  and 
county  citizens  for  general  open  space,  and  sites  for  specific  recreation 
facilities  (such  as  ballfields). 
what  is  the  anticipated  function  of  the  park? 

Has  the  developer  or  homeowners  association  expressed  an  interest  in  initial 
development  or  maintenance  of  the  park?  Would  they  be  interested  in  such  an 
arrangement? 
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APPENDIX  A 
■  PARK  BOARD  ENABLING  LEGISLATION 

Part  23 
County  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 

7-16-2301.    Authorization  for  county  board  of  park  commission- 
ers. (1)  There  may  be  created  in  all  counties  a  board  of  park  commissioners.      ^ 

(2)  Such  board  shall  constitute  a  department  of  the  county  government 
with  the  powers  provided  in  this  part. 

History:  En.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  See.  1,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801(part). 

7-16-2302.  Composition  of  park  board.  The  board  of  park  commis- 
sioners shall  be  composed  of  the  county  commissioners  and  six  other  persons 
appointed  by  the  county  commissioners. 

History:  In.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  niiid.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  K.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801(parl). 

7-16-2303.  Qualifications  of  park  commissioners.  The  six  persons 
to  be  so  appointed  shall  have  the  same  qualifications  for  the  office  of  park 
commissioner  as  are  required  by  7-4-2201,  for  the  office  of  county  commis- 
sioner. 

History:  En.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801  (part). 

7-16-2304.  Term  of  office.  (1)  Except  as  provided  in  subsection  (2), 
the  term  of  office  of  each  park  commissioner  shall  be  3  years  with  and  after 
the  first  Monday  of  May  of  the  year  in  which  he  is  appointed  and  until  his 
successor  is  appointed  and  qualified. 

(2)  Two  of  the  commissioners  first  appointed  shall  hold  office  for  the 
period  of  1  year,  two  for  2  years,  and  two  for  3  years  with  and  after  the  first 
Monday  of  May  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed  £md  qualified. 

History:  En.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801(part). 

7-16-2305.  Automatic  vacation  of  office.  Any  park  commissioner 
who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  for  a  period  of  3  consecutive  months  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  said  board  without  leave  of  absence  from  said  board  or  who  shall 
fail  for  a  period  of  20  days  from  and  after  his  appointment  to  qualify  as  pro- 
vided in  this  part  shall  be  deemed  to  have  vacated  his  office,  and  thereupon, 
his  successor  may  be  appointed. 

History:  En.  Sec.  4,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4804(part). 

7-16-2306.  Compensation  of  park  commissioners.  No  park  commis- 
sioner shall  receive  compensation  for  his  services  rendered  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  part,  but  the  actual  and  necessary  expense  incurred  by  any 
member  of  the  board  while  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  board  in  the  trans- 
action of  any  business  in  its  behalf  may  be  paid  upon  being  allowed  and 
audited  by  the  board. 

History:  En.  Sec.  4,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4804(part). 

7-16-2307.  Oath  of  office.  Before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  eacli  park  commissioner  shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath  provided 
by  2-16-211.  The  oath  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  and 
recorder. 

History:  En.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801(part). 
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7-16-2308.  Organization  of  park  board.  On  the  first  Monday  of  May 
in  each  year,  said  board  of  park  commissioners  shall  meet  and  organize  by 
electing  one  of  their  number  president  and  one  of  their  number  vice-presi- 
dent, who  shall  hold  their  offices,  respectively,  for  the  term  of  1  year. 

History:  En.  Sec.  I,  Cli.  306,  L.  1967;  aind.  Sec.  1,  Cli.  290,  L.  197J;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801  (pari). 

7-16-2309.  Duties  of  board  officers.  The  president  and,  in  his 
absence,  the  vice-president  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board  and  shall 
countersign  all  warrants  issued  by  the  board. 

History:  En.  Sec.  1,  Cli.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  1,  Cli.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4801  (part). 

7-16-2310.  Clerk  of  board  of  park  commissioners.  (1)  The  board  of 
park  commissioners  shall  have  the  power  to  employ  a  secretary,  not  a 
member  of  the  board,  who  shall  be  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  park  commission- 
ers and  attend  all  meetings  of  said  board  and  keep  correct  minutes  of  all  pro- 
ceedings of  said  board  in  a  book  to  be  provided  by  it  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
called  proceedings  of  the  board  of  park  commissioners  of  (entitled)  county. 

(2)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  all 
transactions  of  said  board  and  to  make  and  submit  in  writing  to  said  board 
at  its  first  meeting  in  May  in  each  year  a  report  under  oath  showing  in  detail 
all  the  receipts  and  disbursements  made  by  the  board  during  the  previous  cal- 
endar year.  The  report  shall  be  in  duplicate,  and  after  being  approved  by  said 
board,  one  of  said  duplicates  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk 
and  recorder  and  one  in  the  office  of  the  county  treasurer.  The  secretary  shsdl 
perform  such  other  services  as  the  board  from  time  to  time  shall  require. 

(3)  In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  at  any  meeting  held  by  the  board,  it 
shall  designate  one  of  its  members  as  clerk  pro  tem  to  keep  the  minutes  of 
said  meeting,  which  minutes  shall  be  delivered  to  the  secretary  to  be  tran- 
scribed into  the  record  book  of  said  board. 

History:    En.  Sec.  5,  Cli.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4801.1(part). 

7-16-2311.  Evidentiary  effect  of  park  board  minutes.  The  minutes 
of  said  meeting  in  said  record  book,  when  approved  by  the  board,  shall  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  matters  and  things  there  recited  in  any  court  in 
this  state. 

History:    En.  Sec.  5,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-480 1.1  (part). 

7-16-2312.  County  park  superintendent.  The  board  of  park  commis- 
sioners shall  have  the  power  to  employ  a  park  superintendent,  who  may  also 
be  the  secretary  of  the  park  board  and  who  shall  attend  each  regular  meeting 
of  the  said  board  and  report,  either  in  writing  or  orally  as  the  board  may 
require,  as  to  the  activities,  functions,  and  progress  of  whatever  nature  per- 
taining to  the  park  lands  and  facilities  over  which  he  has  supervision.  The 
duties  of  the  park  superintendent  shall  be  of  a  managerial  capacity. 

History:     En.  Sec.  5,  Cli.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4801.1(2). 

7-16-2313.  Conduct  of  park  board  business.  (1)  The  board  of  park 
commissioners  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  and 
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a  meeting  at  least  once  in  each  month  in  each  year  at  such  times  as  the  board 
shall  by  rule  prescribe.  Special  meetings  may  also  be  held  at  the  call  of  the 
president  or,  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president,  upon  giving  to  each  member 
of  said  board  at  least  24  hours'  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  such  meeting.  A  member  of  the  board  by  his  appearance  at  a  special 
meeting  shall  waive  the  requirement  of  written  notice. 

(2)  A  majority  of  the  entire  board  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  said  board. 

History:  Ap.  p.  Sec.  4,  Ch.  306.  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  3,  Cli.  290,  L.  1971;  Sec.  16-4804,  R.C.M. 
1947;  Ap.  p.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  Sec.  16-4802,  K.C.M.  1947;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(parl), 
16-4804(parl). 

7-16-2314.    Control  of  conflict  of  interest  and  nepotism.   (1)  No 

park  commissioner,  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  be  interested  in  or  benefit  by 
any  contract  made  by  the  board  or  by  its  authority  or  in  the  furnishing  of 
any  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  board. 

(2)    The  laws  of  nepotism  shall  apply  to  employment  under  this  part. 

History:  (l)En.  Sec.  4,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  Sec.  16-4804,  R.C.M. 
1947;  (2)En.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  Sec.  16-4802,  R.C.M.  1947;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(part), 
16-4804(part). 

Cross-References 

Nepotism,  Title  2,  ch.  2,  part  3. 

7-16-2316  through  7-16-2320  reserved. 

7-16-2321.  Powers  and  duties  of  park  board.  A  county  park  board, 
in  addition  to  powers  and  duties  now  given  under  law,  shall  have  the  follow- 
ing powers  and  duties: 

(1)  to  acquire  by  gift,  grant,  purchase,  lease,  or  condemnation  lands  or 
facilities  within  or  without  the  limits  of  corporate  municipalities  for  parks, 
playgrounds,  recreation  areas,  swimming  pools,  athletic  fields,  skating  rinb, 
museums,  zoos,  golf  courses,  camps,  multipurpose  buildings  for  civic  centers, 
fieldhouses,  gymnasiums,  youth  centers,  libraries,  reading  and  meeting  rooms, 
or  combinations  thereof; 

(2)  to  furnish  and  equip  and  manage  and  control  the  same,  including 
establishment  by  resolution  of  reasonable  and  uniform  charges  for  the  privi- 
lege of  using  the  same; 

(3)  to  lay  out,  establish,  improve,  and  maintain  grounds,  parkways,  drives, 
and  walks  in  the  parks  and  recreation  areas  of  the  county,  make  plats  thereof 
and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  and  determine  when  and 
what  parks  and  recreation  areas  shall  be  opened  to  the  public; 

(4)  to  pay  all  obligations  authorized  to  be  incurred  by  the  provisions  of 
this  part; 

(5)  to  exercise  all  other  powers  incident  to  the  duties  enjoined  by  the 
provisions  of  this  part.  '{ 

History:    En.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(part).  " 

Cross-References  Powers  of  County  Park  District  Commission, 

Acquisition  ofland  by  county,  7-16-2105.  7-16-2423. 

Eminent  domain,  Title  70,  ch.  30.  '' 

7-16-2322.     Rules   and   ordinances   to   implement   part.    (1)  (a)  A 

county  park  board,  in  addition  to  powers  and  duties  now  given  under  law,  has 
the  following  powers  and  duties: 
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(i)  to  make  rules  necessary  or  convenient  to  protect  and  promote  the 
improvement  of  land  and  facilities  under  the  care  and  control  of  said  board 
and  for  the  protection  of  birds  and  animals  inhabiting  or  frequenting  land  and 
facilities  in  parks  and  public  places; 

(ii)  to  make  rules  for  the  use  of  land  and  facilities  by  the  public;  and 

(iii)  to  provide  penalties  for  the  violation  of  such  rules. 

(b)  The  rules  authorized  by  subsection  (1)  have  the  force  of  resolutions  of 
the  county  commissioners. 

(2)  The  county  governing  body,  by  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  in  sub- 
stantial comphance  with  the  provisions  of  7-5-103  through  7-5-1C7,  may: 

(a)  provide  that  violations  of  specific  rules  adopted  pursuant  to  subsection 
(1)  constitute  criminal  offenses  and  are  punishable  as  provided  in  7-5-109; 
and 

(b)  authorize  a  county  park  board  to  employ  a  county  park  warden  to 
enforce  park  rules  and  ordinances.  A  county  park  warden  is  not  a  peace  offi- 
cer, as  defined  in  46-1-201.  The  law  enforcement  powers  of  a  park  warden  aie 
limited  to  issuing  citations  charging  violations  of  park  ordinances  and  rules. 

History:  En.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(part);  amd.  Sec.  1,  Ch.  415,  L. 
198S. 

Cross-Referonces 

Montana  Administrative  Procedure  Act  not 
applicable  to  local  governments,  2-4-102. 

7-16-2323.  Leasing  of  county  land  for  nonpark  purposes.  A  county 
park  board,  in  addition  to  powers  and  duties  now  given  under  law,  shall  have 
the  power  and  duty  to  lease  lands  owned  by  the  county,  heretofore  acquired 
for  parks,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  it  shall  not  be  advisable  to 
improve  as  parks,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  board  shall  deem 
to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  county.  Such  lands  shall  not  be  leased  for 
a  longer  time  than  5  years  and  not  for  a  longer  time  than  1  year  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  entire  board  of  park  commissioners. 

History:    En.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(par0. 

7-16-2324.    Sale,  lease,  or  exchange  of  dedicated  park  lands.  (1) 

For  the  purposes  of  this  section  and  part  25  of  chapter  8,  lands  dedicated  to 
the  public  use  for  park  or  playground  purposes  under  76-3-606  and  76-3-607 
or  a  similar  statute  or  pursuant  to  any  instrument  not  specifically  conveying 
land  to  a  governmental  unit  other  than  a  county  are  considered  county  lands. 

(2)  A  county  may  not  sell,  lease,  or  exchange  lands  dedicated  for  park  or 
playground  purposes  except  as  provided  under  this  section  and  part  25  of 
chapter  8. 

(3)  Prior  to  selling,  leasing,  or  exchanging  any  county  land  dedicated  to 
public  use  for  park  or  playground  purposes,  a  county  shall: 

(a)  compile  an  inventory  of  all  pubHc  parks  and  playgrounds  within  the 
county; 

(b)  prepare  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the  provision  of  outdoor  recreation 
and  open  space  within  the  county; 

(c)  determine  that  the  proposed  sale,  lease,  or  exchange  furthers  or  is  con- 
sistent with  the  county's  outdoor  recreation  and  open  space  comprehensive 
plan; 
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(d)  publish  notice  as  provided  in  7-1-2121  of  intention  to  sell,  lease,  or  dis- 
pose of  such  lands,  giving  the  people  of  the  county  opportunity  to  be  heard 
regarding  such  action; 

(e)  if  the  land  is  within  an  incorporated  city  or  town,  secure  the  approval 
of  the  governing  body  thereof  for  the  action;  and 

(f)  comply  with  any  other  applicable  requirements  under  part  25  of  chap- 
ter 8. 

(4)  Any  revenue  realized  by  a  county  from  the  sale,  exchange,  or  disposal 
of  lands  dedicated  to  public  use  for  park  or  playground  purposes  shall  be  paid 
into  the  park  fund  and  used  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  76-3-606  and 
76-3-607  for  cash  received  in  lieu  of  dedication. 

History:  En.  16-4808  by  Sec.  5.  CIi.  540,  L.  1975;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4808;  amj.  Sec.  25,  Ch. 
253,  L.  1979;  aniil.  Sec.  28,  CIi.  349,  L.  1985. 

7-16-2325.  Power  of  park  board  to  employ  persons  and  to  make 
contracts.  (1)  A  county  park  board,  in  addition  to  powers  and  duties  now 
given  under  law,  shall  have  the  following  powers  and  duties: 

(a)  to  employ  and  discharge  workmen,  laborers,  engineers,  foresters,  and 
others  and  to  fix  their  compensation; 

(b)  to  make  all  contracts  necessary  or  convenient  for  carrying  out  any  and 
all  of  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  enjoined  upon  said  board  by  this  part. 

(2)  All  contracts  made  by  said  board  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  county 
and  shall  be  signed  by  the  president  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  vice-president 
of  said  board,  or  upon  approval  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board 
of  park  commissioners  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  at  which  a  quorum 
is  in  attendance  and  voting  and  with  due  notice  and  report  being  made  to  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  such  contracts  may  be  signed  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  attested  by  the  county  clerk 
and  recorder. 

(3)  No  order  or  resolution  authorizing  the  making  of  any  contract  shall  be 
passed  or  adopted  except  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  which  vote  shall  be  recorded 
in  full  in  the  minutes  of  the  secretary. 

History:  (l)En.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  Sec.  16-4802,  R.C.M.  1947;  (2)En.  Sec.  4.  Ch.  306, 
L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  Sec.  16-4804.  R.C.M.  1947;  (3)En.  Sec.  5,  Ch.  306,  L. 
1967;  amd.  Sec.  4,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  Sec.  16-4805,  R.C.M.  1947;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(part), 
16-4804(par(),  16-4805(part). 

7-16-2326.  Discrimination  in  employment  prohibited.  No  contract 
of  employment  may  be  entered  into  except  in  compHance  with  federal  and 
state  statutes,  orders,  and  rules  providing  that  there  may  be  no  discrimination 
in  employment. 

History:  En.  Sec.  6,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  38,  L.  1977;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4806; 
amd.  Sec.  26,  Ch.  253,  L.  1979. 

Cross-Refercnces 

Illegal  discrimination,  Title  49,  ch.  2. 

7-16-2327.  Indebtedness  for  park  purposes.  (1)  Subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  subsection  (2),  a  county  park  board,  in  addition  to  powers  and  duties 
now  given  under  law,  has  the  power  and  duty  to  contract  an  indebtedness  in 
behalf  of  a  county,  upon  the  credit  thereof,  for  the  purposes  of  7-16-2321(1) 
and  (2). 
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(2)  (a)  The  total  amount  of  indebtedness  authorized  to  be  contracted  in 
any  form,  including  the  then-existing  indebtedness,  must  not  at  any  time 
exceed  13%  of  the  total  of  the  taxable  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  the 
county,  plus  the  amount  of  interim  production  and  new  production  taxes 
levied  divided  by  the  appropriate  tax  rates  described  in  15-23-607(2) (a)  or 
(2)(b)  and  multiplied  by  60%,  plus  the  amount  of  value  represented  by  new 
production  exempted  from  tax  as  provided  in  15-23-612,  plus  the  value  of  any 
other  production  occurring  after  December  31,  1988,  multiplied  by  60%,  ascer- 
tained by  the  last  assessment  for  state  and  county  taxes  previous  to  the  incur- 
ring of  the  indebtedness. 

(b)  No  money  may  be  borrowed  on  bonds  issued  for  the  purchase  of  lands 
and  improving  same  for  any  such  purpose  until  the  proposition  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  vote  of  those  qualified  under  the  provisions  of  the  state  consti- 
tution to  vote  at  such  election  in  the  county  affected  thereby  and  a  majority 
vote  is  cast  in  favor  thereof. 

History:  En.  Sec.  2,  Cli.  306,  L.  1967;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4802(parf);  amd.  Sec.  54,  Ch.  614,  L. 
1981;  amd.  Sec.  10,  Ch.  695,  L.  1985;  amd.  Sec.  6,  Ch.  655,  L.  1987;  amd.  Sec.  71,  Ch.  11,  Sp. 
L.  June  1989. 

Compiler's  Comments  proceeds  taxes,  severance  taxes,  and  local  gov- 

1989  Special  Session  Amendment:  In  (2)(a),  ernment  taxes  on  oil  and  gas,  other  than  interim 

after  "15-23-612",  inserted  "plus  the  value  of  production  and  new  production,  produced  after 

any  other  production  occurring  after  December  December  31, 1988. 
31,  1988,  multiplied  by  60%";  and  made  minor 

changes  in  phraseology.  Amendment  effective  Cross-References 

August  11,  1989,  and  applies  retroactively  to  net  Park  district  bonds  authorized,  7-16-2433. 

7-16-2328.  Park  fund  to  be  maintained.  All  money  raised  by  tax  for 
park  purposes  or  received  by  the  board  of  park  commissioners  from  the  sale 
of  hay,  trees,  or  plants  or  from  the  use  of  or  leasing  of  lands  and  facilities 
shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury.  The  county  treasurer  shall  keep  all 
such  money  in  a  separate  fund  to  be  known  as  the  park  fund. 

History:  En.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4803(parO. 

7-16-2329.  Limitation  on  incurred  liability.  The  board  of  park  com- 
missioners shall  have  no  power  to  incur  liabiUty  on  behalf  of  the  county  in 
excess  of  money  on  hand  in  or  taxes  actually  levied  for  said  park  fund. 

History:  En.  Sec.  3,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  2,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4803(part). 

7-16-2330.  Allowance  of  claims.  (1)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  sub- 
section (2),  the  board  of  park  commissioners  shall,  at  its  first  regular  meeting 
in  each  month,  audit  and  allow  all  just  claims  against  the  county,  liabihty  for 
which  shall  have  been  incurred  by  said  board. 

(2)  No  claim  shall  be  audited  or  paid  until  an  itemized  account  of  such 
claim,  in  writing  and  signed  by  the  claimant  or  his  or  its  authorized  agent, 
shall  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  said  board. 

(3)  No  order  or  resolution  providing  for  the  payment  or  expenditure  of 
money  or  creating  an  obligation  in  excess  of  the  sum  of  $25  shall  be  passed 
or  adopted  except  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  which  vote  shall  be  recorded  in  full 
in  the  minutes  of  the  secretary. 

History:  En.  Sec.  5,  Ch.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  4,  Ch.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
I6-4805(part). 


7-16-2331  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  866 

7-16-2331.  Disbursement  of  money.  All  money  paid  out  by  the  park 
commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  this  part  shall  be  by  warrant  drawn 
upon  the  county  treasury,  which  may  be  signed  by  the  secretary  and  counter- 
signed by  the  president  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  vice-president  of  the  board 
of  park  commissioners.  Upon  approval  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  park  commissioners  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  at  which  a 
quorum  is  in  attendance  and  voting  and  with  due  notice  and  report  being 
made  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  payments  so  authorized  may  be 
made  by  warrant  drawn  upon  the  county  treasury,  signed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  countersigned  by  the  county  clerk  and 
recorder. 

History:  En.  Sec.  3,  CIi.  306,  L.  1967;  amd.  Sec.  2,  Cli.  290,  L.  1971;  R.C.M.  1947, 
16-4803(part);  amd.  Sec.  27,  Ch.  253,  L.  1979. 

7-16-2332.  Acceptance  of  federal  aid  authorized.  The  park  commis- 
sioners shall  have  authority  to  accept  grants  or  loans  from  the  United  States 
government,  subject  to  agreements  in  conformance  to  federal  laws  and  regula- 
tions relating  thereto,  notwithstanding  any  provision  of  this  part  or  other 
state  statutes  to  the  contrary. 

History:    En.  Sec.  7,  Cli.  306,  L.  1967;  R.C.M.  1947,  16-4807. 


-  -"  THE   CASCADE   COUNTY    PARK   BOARD 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  I  —  NAME 
The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  Cascade  County  Park  Board. 

ARTICLE  II  —  GOVERNMENT 
The  constitution  for  the  Cascade  County  Park  Board  shall  consist 
of  the  provisions  of  Title  16,  Chapter  48,  R.C.M.,  as  amended  by 
Chapter  4  8  of  the  Laws  of  the  3  8th  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Montana,  1974  and  1975,  and  the  Board  shall  perform  all 
duties  required  thereunder. 

ARTICLE  III  ~  PURPOSE 
The  purpose  of  this  Board  shall  be  to  plan  and  promote  the 
orderly  growth  and  development  of  parks  within  Cascade  County, 
over  which  the  Cascade  County  Park  Board  has  jurisdicition  by: 

1.  Recognizing  the  needs  for  development  of  park  and  recre- 
ational facilities  of  the  surrounding  area  and  to  assist 
those  communities  and  areas  interested  in  establishing 
those  areas  for  use  by  all  ages. 

2.  Conserving,  stabilizing,  and  protecting  the  use  value 
of  property, 

3.  Encouraging  proper  use  of  park  lands. 

4.  Providing  healthy  surroundings  for  family  life  in  rural 
and  residential  areas. 

5.  Fostering  a  plan  in  which  the  growth  of  the  area  will 
be  commensurate  with  and  promotive  of  the  efficient 
and  economical  use  of  public  funds. 

ARTICLE  IV  —  MEMBERSHIP 
SECTION  ONE.   MEMBERSHIP;   This  Board  shall  be  composed  of  the 
county  commissioners  and  six  (6)  other  persons  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners. 

SECTION  TWO.   APPOINTMENTS :   Six  (6)  persons  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  county  commissioners  to  make  up  this  Board. 
SECTION  THREE.   OTHERS  NOT  MEMBERS: 

(A)  The  Board  shall  have  the  power  to  employ  a  secretary, 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Board. 

(B)  The  Board  shall  have  the  power  to  employ  a  park  super- 
intendent, who  may  also  be  the  secretary  of  the  Board. 


SECTION  FOUR.   TERM  OF  OFFICE:   Terms  of  the  Board  members  shall 
be  three  (3)  years  with  and  after  the  first  Monday  of  May  of  the 
year  they  were  appointed,  save  and  except  two  (2)  commissioners 
first  appointed  hold  office  for  the  period  of  one  (1)  year,  two 
(2)  for  two  (2)  year,  and  two  (2)  for  three  (3)  years. 
SECTION  FIVE.   VACANCIES;   Any  park  commissioner  who  refuse  or 
neglects,  for  a  period  of  three  (3)  consecutive  months,  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Board  without  leave  of  absence  from  the  Board, 
or  who  fail  for  a  period  of  twenty  (20)  days  from  and  after  his 
appointment  to  qualify  as  in  this  act  provided,  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  vacated  his  office,  and  thereupon  his  successor  may  be 
appointed.   Before  discharge  of  duties  each  park  commissioner 
shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath  provided  by  section  59-413, 
which  oath  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk 
and  recorder. 

SECTION  SIX.   QUALIFICATIONS :   The  same  qualifications  for  park 
commissioners  are  as  for  the  office  of  county  commissioner  which 
is  required  in  section  11-710,  R.C.M.,  1947. 

SECTION  SEVEN.   REMOVAL:   Any  appointee  may  be  removed  from  office 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  governing  body  of  the  governmental  unit 
represented  by  such  appointee. 

SECTION  EIGHT.   COMPENSATION:   No  park  commissioners  receive 
compensation  of  services  rendered  under  provisions  of  this  act, 
but  the  actual  and  necessary  expense  incurred  by  any  member  of 
the  Board  while  acting  under  orders  of  the  Board  in  its  behalf 
may  be  paid  upon  being  allowed  and  audited  by  the  Board. 

ARTICLE  V  —  OFFICERS 
SECTION  ONE.   OFFICERS: 

(A)  ELECTIVE  OFFICERS:   The  elective  officers  of  this  Board 
shall  be  a  president  and  a  vice-president  who  shall 

be  elected  annually  by  the  members  of  this  Board. 

(B)  APPOINTIVE  OFFICERS:   The  appointive  officers  of  this 
Board  shall  be  a  secretary  and/or  park  supperintendednt, 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Board. 
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SECTION  TWO.   DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS; 

(A)  PRESIDENT:   The  president  shall  have  the  usual  executive 
power  of  supervision  and  management  such  as  may  be  for 
the  office  of  president. 

He  shall: 

1.  Preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Board. 

2.  Countersign  all  warrants  issured  by  the  Board. 

3.  Call  special  meetings  and  others  as  he  deems  necessary 
as  provided  in  these  By-Laws. 

4.  Sign  all  contracts  made  by  the  Board. 

(B)  VICE-PRESIDENT :   The  vice-president  shall  perform  the  duties 
of  the  president  in  all  cases  in  which  the  president  is 
unable  to  serve. 

(C)  SECRETARY :   Shall  be  employed  by  the  Board,  but  shall  not 
be  a  member  of  the  park  board. 

He  shall: 

1.  Be  clerk  of  the  board  and  attend  all  meetings  of  the 
board  and  keep  correct  minutes  of  all  proceedings  of 
the  board  in  a  book  for  that  purpose  called  "Proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  Cascade 
County." 

2.  Keep  accurate  account  of  all  transactions  of  the  board, 
and  make  and  submit  in  writing  to  the  board  at  the 
first  meeting  in  May  of  each  year  a  report  under  oath 
showing  in  detail  all  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
made  by  the  board  during  the  previous  calendar  year, 
which  report  shall  be  in  duplicate,  and  after  being 
approved  by  board,  one  (1)  duplicate  filed  in  the 
office  of  county  clerk  and  recorder,  and  one  (1)  in 
the  office  of  county  treasurer. 

3.  Perform  other  services  as  the  board  from  time  to  time 
shall  require. 

4.  In  the  absence  of  the  secretary  at  any  meeting  held 

by  the  board,  it  shall  designate  one  (1)  of  its  members 
as  clerk  pro  tern  to  keep  minutes  of  the  meeting,  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  secretary  to  be  transcribed 
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into  the  record  book  of  the  board.   (Minutes  of  the 
meetings  in  the  record  book  when  approved  by  the  board, 
shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  matters  and  things 
recited  in  any  court  of  this  state.) 

(D)   PARK  SUPERINTENDENT:   Shall  be  employed  by  the  board  and 
whom  may  also  be  secretary  of  the  board. 

He  Shall: 

1.  Have  duties  of  managerial  capacity. 

2.  Attend  each  regular  board  meeting. 

3.  Report,  either  in  writing  or  orally  as  the  board  re- 
quires, as  to  the  activities,  functions,  and  progress 
of  whatever  nature  pertaining  to  park  lands  and  facil- 
ities in  Cascade  County. 

SECTION  THREE.   ELECTION  AND  TERMS  OF  OFFICE  OF  PARK  BOARD  PRESIDENT 
AND  VICE-PRESIDENT: 

(A)  NOMINATIONS :   A  nominating  committee  of  two  (2)  members, 
chosen  by  the  president  at  least  one  (1)  month  prior  to 
the  annual  election,  shall  prepare  a  slate  of  nominees  for 
the  elective  offices  to  be  presented  at  the  meeting  before 
the  Annual  Meeting  or  presented  in  writing  to  each  member 
ot  the  board  at  least  two  (2)  weeks  before  election.   Nom- 
inations may  also  be  made  from  the  floor,  provided  the  con- 
sent of  the  nominee  has  been  previously  obtained. 

(B)  ELECTIONS :   If  there  shall  be  more  than  one  (1)  nominee 
for  any  office,  voting  shall  be  by  ballot  and  a  majority 

of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  for  election.   Election 
shall  be  held  annually  at  the  first  meeting  in  May. 

(C)  TERMS-  OF  OFFICE:   Terms  of  office  for  the  president  and 
vice-president  will  be  one  (1)  year  respectively.   The  year 
will  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  of  the  year  which 

he  was  elected. 
SECTION  FOUR.   VACANCIES:   In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  any  office, 
elected  or  appointed,  the  Park  Board  shall  appoint  a  member  to  fill 
the  office  for  the  unexpired  term. 
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ARTICLE  VI  —  MEETINGS 
SECTION  ONE.   MEETING: 

(A)  REGULAR  MEETINGS:   The  Board  will  meet  at  least  once  each 
month  in  each  year,  at  such  time  the  board  shall  by  rule 
prescribe. 

(B)  SPECIAL  MEETINGS:   Special  meetings  may  also  be  called  by 
the  president,  or  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president,  upon 
giving  written  notice  to  each  board  member. 

1.   NOTICE:   Written  notice  shall  be  given  to  each  board 
member  twenty- four  (24)  hours  in  advance.   Stating  the 
time  and  place  of  such  meeting. 

(C)  ANNUAL  MEETING:   The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  will  be  the  first  Monday  of  May  of  each  year. 

SECTION  TWO.   QUORUM:   A  majority  of  members  shall  constitue  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  VII  —  POWERS  AND  DUTIES 
The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Park  Board  are: 

(A)   To  acquire  by  gift,  grant,  purchase,  lease  or  condemnation, 
land  or  facilities  within  or  without  the  limits  of  corporate 
municipalities  of  parks,  playgrounds,  recreation  areas, 
swimming  pools,  athletic  fields,  skating  rinks,  museums, 
zoos,  golf  courses,  camps,  multipurpose  building  for 
civic  centers,  field  houses,  gymnasiums,  youth  centers, 
libraries,  reading  and  meeting  rooms  combinations  thereof; 
and  to  furnish  and  equip  and  to  manage  and  control  the  same, 
including  establishment  by  resolution  of  reasonable  and 
uniform  charges  for  the  privilege  of  using  the  same. 
(B)   To  contract  on  indebtedness  in  behalf  of  a  county,  upon  the 
credit  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  subsection  one  (1) , 
hereof,  provided  that  the  total  amount  of  indebtedness 
authorized  to  contracted  in  any  form,  including  the  then 
existing  indebtedness,  must  not  at  any  time  exceed  three 
per  centum  (3%0  of  the  value  of  the  taxable  property  of 
the  county,  ascertained  by  the  last  assessment  of  state 
and  county  taxes  previous  to  the  incurring  of  such  indebt- 
edness, and  provided,  further,  that  no  money  must  be  borrowed 


on  bonds  issued  for  the  purchase  of  lands  and  imporving  same 
for  any  such  purpose,  until  the  propostion  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  vote  of  those  qualified  under  the  provisions  of 
the  state  constitution  to  vote  at  such  election  in  the 
county  affected  thereby,  and  a  majority  vote  cast  in  favor 
thereof. 

(C)  To  lay  out,  establish,  improve  and  maintain  grounds,  park- 
ways, drives  and  walks  in  the  parks  and  recreation  areas  of 
the  county;  and  to  make  plats  thereof  and  to  file  in  the  same 
in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk,  and  to  determine  when 

and  what  parks  and  recreation  areas  shall  be  opened  to 
the  public. 

(D)  To  make  all  rules  and  regulations  necessary  or  convenient 
to  protect  and  promote  the  improvement  of  lands  and  facil- 
ities under  the  care  and  control  of  said  board,  and  for  the 
protection  of  birds  and  animals  inhabiting  or  frequenting 
land  and  facilities  in  parks  and  public  places;  and  all 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  use  of  land  and  facilities 

by  the  public;  and  to  provide  penalties  for  the  violations 
of  such  rules  and  regulations,  which  rules  and  regulations 
shall  have  the  force  of  resolutions  of  the  county  commissioners. 

(E)  To  employ  and  discharge  workmen,  laborars,,  engineers, 
foresters  and  others,  and  to  fix  their  compensation.   To 
make  all  contracts  necessary  or  convenient  for  carrying 
out  any  and  all  of  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  enjoined 
upon  said  boad  by  this  act;  and  to  pay  all  obligations, 
authorized  to  be  incurred  by  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
The  laws  of  nepotism  shall  apply  to  employment  under 

this  act. 

(F)  To  lease  lands  owned  by  the  county  heretofore  acquired 
for  parks,  which,  in  the  judgement  of  the  board,  it  shall 
not  be  advisable  to  improve  as  parks,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  board  shall  deem  to  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  county;   provided  that  such  lands  shall 
not  be  leased  for  a  longer  time  than  five  (5)  years,  and 
not  for  a  longer  time  than  one  (1)  year  without  the  concur- 
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ence  of  two-thirils  (2/3)  of  the  entire  board  of  park  com- 
ininissioners. 
(G)   To  exercise  all  other  power  incident  to  the  duties  in- 
ioined  by  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

ARTICLE  VIII  —  FINANICAL  ADMINISTRATION 
SECTION  ONE.   FISCAL  YEAR;   The  fiscal  year  shall  be  from  July  1st 
through  June  30th. 

SECTION  TWO.   EXPENSES  WHILE  ATTENDING  CONFERENCES;   Actual  and 
necessary  expenses  incurred  by  board  members  while  acting  under  orders 
of  the  board  in  the  transaction  of  any  business  of  its  behalf  may 
be  paid  upon  being  allowed  and  audited  by  the  board. 

SECTION  THREE.   MONEY  RAISED:   All  money  raised  by  tax  for  park  pur- 
pose, or  receive  by  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  for  the  sale  of 
hay,  trees,  plants  or  from  use  of  or  leasing  lands  and  facilities 
shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasurer,  and  the  county  treasurer 
shall  keep  all  such  moneys  in  a  seperate  fund  to  be  known  as  the 
"park  fund."   The  Board  shall  have  no  power  to  incurr  liability  on  the 
behalf  of  the  county  in  excess  of  moneys  on  hand  in,  or  taxes  actually 
levied,  for  the  park  fund. 

SECTION  FOUR.   AUDITING  AND  ALLOWANCES:   The  Board,  at  the  first 
regular  meeting  of  each  month,  audit  and  allow  all  just  claims  against 
county,  liability  for  which  have  been  incurred  by  the  board,  but  no 
claim  shall  be  audited  or  paid  until  an  itemized  account  of  the  claim 
in  writing,  and  signed  by  claimant  or  his  or  its  authorized  agent, 
have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  board;  provided 
that  no  order  or  resolution  providing  for  payment  or  expenditure  of 
money,  or  create  a  obligation  'in  excess  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
dollars  ($25) ,  or  authorizing  the  making  of  any  contract,  be  passed 
or  adopted  except  by  yea  and  nay  vote,  which  vote  shall  be  recorded 
in  full  in  the  minutes  of  the  secretary. 

SECTION  FIVE.   MONEY  PAID  OUT:   All  moneys  paid  out  by  the  park  com- 
missioners under  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  by  warrant  drawn  up- 
on the  county  treasurer,  may  be  signed  by  the  secretary  and  conter- 
signed  by  the  president,  or  in  his  absence,  the  vice-president  of  the 
board,  or  upon  approval  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board 
at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board,  at  which  a  quorum  is  in  attendence 
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'and  voting,  and  with  due  notice  and  report  being  made  to  the  Board 
of  County  Commissioners,  payments  so  authorized  may  be  made  by  warrant 
drawn  upon  the  county  treasurer  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  and  countersigned  by  the  county  clerk  and  recorder. 
SECTION  SIX.   CONTRACTS: 

(A)  No  park  commissioner,  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  be 
interested  in,  or  benefit  by,  any  contract  made  by  the 
board  or  by  its  authority,  or  in  the  furnishing  of  any 
supplies  for  the  use  of  the  board. 

(B)  All  contracts  made  by  the  board  shall  be  in  the  name  of 
Cascade  County,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  president,  or 
in  his  absence,  the  vice-president  of  the  board,  or  upon 
approval  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  board,  at 
which  a  quorum  are  in  attendence  and  voting,  and  with  due 
notice  and  a  report  being  made  to  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners,  such  contracts  may  be  signed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  attested  by  the 
county  clerk  and  recorder. 

SECTION  SEVEN.  SALE,  LEASE  OR  EXCHANGE  OF  DEDICATED  PARK  LANDS: 

(A)  For  the  purposes  of  this  act,  lands  dedicated  to  the  pub- 
lic us^  for  park  or  playground  purpose  under  section  11-3864, 
or  a  similar  statute,  or  pursuant  to  any  instrument  not  spe- 
ifically  conveying  land  to  be  a  governmental  unit  other 

than  a  county,  are  deemed  to  be  county  lands.   A  county  may 
not  sell,  lease  or  exchange  lands  dedicated  for  parks  or 
playground  purpose  except  as  provided  under  this  act. 

(B)  Prior  to  selling,  leasing,  or  exchange  any  county  land 
dedicated  to  public  use  for  park  or  playground  purpose, 
a  county  shall: 

1.  Compile  an  inventory  of  all  public  parks  and  playgrounds 
within  the  county; 

2.  Prepare  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the  provisions  of 
outdoor  recreation  and  open  space  within  the  county; 

3.  Determine  that  the  proposed  sale,  lease,  or  exchange 
furthers  or  is  consistent  with  the  county's  outdoor 
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recreation  and  open  space  comprehensive  plan; 

4.  Publish  notice  of  intention  to  sell,  lease  or  dispose 
of  such  lands,  giving  the  people  of  the  county  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard  regarding  such  action; 

5.  If  the  land  is  within  an  incorporated  city  or  town,  secure 
the  approval  of  the  governing  body  thereof  for  the 
action;  and 

6.  Comply  with  any  other  applicable  requirements  under 
this  act. 

(C)   Any  revenue  realized  by  a  county  from  the  sale,  exchange  or 
disposal  of  lands  dedicated  to  public  use  for  park  or  play- 
gound  purposes  shall  be  paid  into  the  park  funds  and  used 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  section  11-3864  for  cash 
received  in  lieu  of  dedication. 

ARTICLE  IX  —  RULES  OF  ORDER 
The  rules  contained  in  Robert's  Rules  of  Order,  Revised,  shall 
govern  this  Board  in  all  parlementary  proceduiES  in  which  they  are 
applicable  and  in  which  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  these  By-Laws. 

ARTICLE  X  —  AMENDMENTS 
These  By-laws  may  be  amended,  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting 
of  the  Board,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Park  Conmiissioners 
and  the  amendments  thus  made  shall  have  full  force  and  effort  from 
the  day  they  are  so  made. 


rtr  r  i:,iNUi-/i.  v_. 


FACILITY  CONSTRUCTION  STANDARDS 


PLAY  AREAS 


Play  Elements  -  The  physical  activity  of  play  includes  jumping,  climbing, 
swinging,  sliding,  crawling,  hanging,  running  and  building.  The  social 
and  intellectual  aspect  of  play  includes  imitation,  role  playing, 
interaction  with  others  and  problem  solving.  A  playground  must  challenge 
children  to  m'aintain  their  interest  and  participation.  Play  equipment 
must  allow  the  child  to  challenge  himself  physically  and  to  expand  self- 
understanding. 


Tot  Lots  and  Playgrounds 


As  children  grow  their  physical   and 


intellectual  abilities  change,  as  does  the  scale  of  equipment  that  will 
challenge  them.  Play  equipment  must  be  selected  and  grouped  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  children  using  it.  The  height,  distance  between 
levels  and  the  ability  and  strength  required  to  use  the  equipment  should 
be  scaled  to  the  size  and  intellectual  level  of  development  of  the  child. 
Playgrounds  are  designed  to  serve  second  through  sixth  grade.  Tot  lots 
serve  preschool  through  second  grade  children.  The  proposed  layouts  and 
recommended  equipment  (sheet  D-10)  have  been  selected  with  these  age 
groups  in  mind. 


Single  Unit  vs.  Integrated  Equipment  -  Many  types  of  play  equipment  are 
designed  to  stand  alone  as  units.  While  they  may  often  be  linked  to  other 
equipment,  they  are  generally  single  activity  items.  Where  space  or  other 
conditions  limit  the  scope  of  development  such  equipment  is  useful. 
However,  since  activity  proceeds  in  a  continuous  flow,  integrated  play 
areas  have  proved  to  be  more  successful  than  arrangements  of  individual 
items.  Linking  of  equipment  and  equipment  that  combines  several 
activities  on  one  structure  increases  the  options  available  to  the  user 
and  tends  to  increase  the  interest  and  challenge.  The  illustrated  typical 
designs  for  the  tot  lot  and  playground  combine  a  multiple  use  structure 
with  several  single  units  in  a  linked  sequence. 
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LAYOUT:  PLAY  AREAS 


TENNIS,  VOLLEYBALL.  BASKETBALL.  BADMINTON  COURTS 

NAME  OF  SPORTS  ORGANIZATION 

Basketball  National  C&llefliate  Athletic  Association,  INCAAl.  1974   Vollevboll- 
United  Slates  VoHevba'l  A^'jDcidtion.  lUSVAl,  1974,  BadmintonAmencan 
Badminton  Association  lAOAl,  1972-73,  TenmsUnited  States  Lawn  Tennis 
Association.  lUSLTAI.  1974, 

RECOMMENDED  AREA 

Gtound  space  is  24,720  sduare  (eoi  tor  (out  lenms  courts  with  one  basketball, 
one  volleyball  and  one  badminton  court  superimposed  thereon, 

Sl^E  AND  DIMENSION 

Overall  length  is  206'-0",  Overall  width  is  120'-0", 

ORIENTATION 

Preferred  orientation  is  (or  the  long  a«is  o(  all  courts  to  be  noah-soulh. 

SURFACE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Surface  is  to  be  bituminous  material  with  optional  protective  colorcoating. 

Drainage  is  to  be  end  to  end,  side  to  side  or  corner  to  corner  diagonally  at  a 
minimum  slope  of  1"  in  10'. 

SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

Special  provisions  must  be  made  to  allow  the  various  net  posts  to  be  erected 
for  different  court  games. 

Fencing  should  be  provided  lO'-O"  high  on  all  sides. 
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COURT  LAYOUT 


FOUR  TEN^JIS  COURTS  WITH  ONE  BASKETBALL 
ONE  BADMINTON  AND  ONE  VOLLEYBALL  COURT 


LAYOUT:    COMBINATION  COURTS 


ULTIPLI    HECREATION  COURT 


M 

NAME  Of  ^■"'■'■•0''^^'^'^*^'°^ 

R     kot(..i"  iini'""^'  Collegiate  Aihlenc  Association.  (Nf.AAI.  1974   VoUcvball 


Un.terl 


,  voiie^r.J''  Association.  lUSVA).  1974    li-nnisUn'ted  St.itcs 


.  1      ,   ,  /.••^c.a-.on.  lUSLTAl,  1974    Shutdcbo. ml  National  Shu":e 

La^n   Ir'"'-' 


120'0" 


ir  O'' 


49-  O' 


49-  0- 
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board  A'.'-' 


,„i.on,  if.SAl.  1974 


G'Oun'P  '■!'  • 
SIZE  AND  ()i'>'l"'''0''^ 


Overall  I"-"'-' 


1. 1' 


120'  0".  Overall  width  is  a2-0". 


ORIE'.TATUiM 

p     I   ,,,.,!  ..r.i.i.ition  1'.  'O'  the  long  axis  of  the  counl'.i.  which  islarei  expected 

^         ,  ,.,i,iii»  use.  to  be  north-south, 
to  ha^f  I'l"'      ' 

SURFACE  AriliM"-l'J'-'''f 

<;.  rf   rr-  r   ii-  I'''  t' t  jrrnnous  material  with  Optional  proti'Itve  colorcoatmg  or 

Poniari'l  '  ' 

be  corn  11  ' 

o    ,         1 ,1,, ric  IS  from  end  to  end  at  a  slope  of  1"  m  10'  with  the  12'-0' 

rreferrf"'  "  ' 

areas  cm 


(  concrete  IPCCI.  except  that  shuHlelin.ird  couns  must 


,  riid  to  be  level  'or  the  shuffleboard  couif. 
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SPECIAL  CO'/'-'l'"*'^ '^'"'^2 

o  1  1..  1.'.- 1'-  with  (lush  mounted  deck  plates  mu-^^t  he  used  for  tennis 

Hemov.ii'"   '■  J  1      ^ 

ad    fill  vl  ""  '"  allOtv  unobst'ucted  use  of  other  court*. 


Fencing  O '  '''=  P'D>"<<ed  lO-O"  high  on  all  sides. 


JOINT  LAYOUT  FOR  CONCRETE  CONSTRUCTION 

Color  key  for  painted  court  lines 

Basketoail Light  Green 

Tennis White 

Volleyball Yellow 

Shuffleboard Black 
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REMOVABLE  POST  FOR 
TENNIS  AND  VOLLtYSALL 
,WiTM  C1.USH  MOUNTED 
OeCK  PLATE 
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NOTES: 

For  individual  court  dimcriMons  and  details  see 

iBaskelball),  (Slmffleboarcll, 

and  (Volleyball). 

For  drainage  cetails  see  firjure  55;  for  surfacing 

details  see  figure  70. 

For  removable  net  post  rli-iails  see  figure  65. 
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LAYOUT:     MULTIPLE 

RECREATION  COURT 


BASEBALL,  LITTLE  LEAGUE  (9-12  yrs.) 

NAME  OF  SPORTS  ORGANIZATION 
Linle  League  Boseball.  Inc..  1974. 

RECOMMENDED  AREA 

Ground  space  is  1.2  acres  m  mmum. 

SIZE  AND  DIMENSION 

Baselines  are  50 -O".  Piichinj  distance  is  A6'0".  Pitcher's  plate  is  6"  above 
the  level  o(  home  plate  Oisi  ince  down  (oul  line  is  200'.  Outlield  distance  to 
pocket  in  center  Tieid  is  200'  to  250'  optional. 

ORIENTATION 

Optimum  orientation  is  10  locate  home  plate  so  that  the  pitcher  is  throwing 
across  the  sun  and  the  batter  is  not  facing  it.  The  line  from  home  plate 
through  the  pitcher's  mound  and  second  base  should  run  east-nonheast. 

SURFACE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Surface  is  to  be  lurl.  Infield  mav  be  skinned,  and  shall  be  graded  so  that  the 
base  lines  and  home  plate  are  level. 

SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

Backstop  IS  to  be  provided  at  a  recommended  minimum  distance  of  25'_^^_  . 
behind  home  plate.  '' 

/ 


LAYOUTATHOME  PLATE 


NOTES. 


Foul  lines   caicher's.  bjiters  jnd  coach's 
bo«es.  next  bdttef's  cifces  ano  3'  rest'atn- 
ing  Irnei  shjii  be  2"  wide  and  mafVed  wviih 
while  chjik  or  other  whuc  mdte/'al 
Caustic  lime  must  not  De  used. 

Inheld  may  be  Sh.nried. 


LAYOUT:      LITTLE  LEAGUE  BASEBALL 


SOFTBALL  12"  (Fast  and  Slow  Pitch) 

NAME  OF  SPORTS  ORGANIZATION 

Amateur  Sohball  Associanon  of  America.  (ASA).  1974. 

RECOMMENDED  AREA 

Ground  space  is  62  500  square  feel  11  5  affesi  lo  M  000  sauare  teei  |2  0  acresl 

SIZE  AND  DIMENSION 

Baselines  are  60   0"  for  men  and  women.  45'-0"  for  luniors   Piichmg  distances 
are  46-0"  for  men,  40'-0"  for  v\omen.  35' -0"  for  luniors.  Fast  pitch  playing 
fip'r  IS  225"  radius  from  home  piaie  between  foul  lines  for  men  and  women 
Slow  pitch  IS  275"  radius  for  men,  250   raoius  for  women, 

ORIENTATION 

Optimum  orientation  is  to  locate  home  plait  so  that  the  pacher  is  throwing 
across  the  sun  and  ihe  barter  is  not  facing  it. 

SURFACE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Surlace  IS  10  be  lurl.  Infield  may  be  skinned-  The  infield  STall  be  graded  so 
that  the  base  lines  and  home  plaie  are  level. 

SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

Backstop  is  to  be  located  at  a  minimum  distance  of  25'  behind  home  plate. 
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LAYOUT  AT  HOME  PLATE 


NOTES. 


Foul  lines,  caicher's.  baner's  and  c&ach's  botes,  and 
3"  lines  are  2"  to  3"  chatv  imes. 

Pitching  distance  for  women's  sohball  lo  be  40'  0". 

For  lunior  player  19-12  years*  45*  distance  berween 
bases.  35'  pitching  distance. 


TURF 


DIAMOND  LAYOUT 


LAYOUT:      SOFTBALL  12" 


OFFICIAL  BASEBALL 

BABE  RUTH  BASEBALL  (13-15  vrs.  and  16-18  yrs.) 

SENIOR  LEAGUE  BASEBALL  (13-15  yrs.) 

NAME  OF  SPORTS  ORGANIZATION 

The  Ollicial  Plavmg  Pules  Comm.tiec,  1974,  Babe  Ruih  Baseball.  1974, 
Scnio'  League.  Lmle  League  Baseball.  Inc..  1974. 

RECOMMENDED  AREA 

Ground  space  is  3  0  to  3  85  acres  minimum. 

SIZE  AND  DIMENSION 

Baselines  a'e  ?0  -0  '.  Puchmg  distance  is  60'-6".  Pitcher's  plate  is  10"  above 
tne  level  o1  home  plate    Distance  down  foul  lines  is  320'  minimum,  550' 
pie'erieo    Outdc'd  Distance  to  center  deld  is  400'  ■»  .  For  Senior  League 
Baseball,  recommended  distance  from  home  plate  lo  outdeld  fence  at  all 
points  IS  300'  -»  . 

ORIENTATION 

Optimum  orientation  is  to  locale  home  plate  so  that  the  pitcher  is  throwing 
across  the  sun  ana  the  batter  is  not  facing  it.  The  line  from  home  plate 
through  the  piichcf's  mound  and  second  base  should  run  east-northeast. 

SURFACE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Surface  IS  to  be  turf.  In'ield  mav  be  skinned,  and  shall  be  graded  so  that  the 
base  lines  and  home  plate  are  level. 

SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

Backstop  is  to  be  provided  at  a  minimum  distance  of  40'  or  preferably  50' 
behind  home  plate. 


LAYOUT  AT  PITCHERS  PLATE 


TURF 


LAYOUT  AT  HOME  PLATE 


x; 

/"minimum 

GRatjOSTam  ) 
OR  FENCE 
LIMITS  60'  FROM 
BASE  OS  FOUL 
LINES 

BACKSTOP 


DIAMOND  LAYOUT 


UYOUT:  BASEBALL 


BACKSTOPS 

SIZE  And  dimension 

He'ghi  and  widih  of  so^Sall  bacWsiops  are  lo  be  deiefmmnd  by  sjiori  and 
local  condition  requifemenis. 

Consult  bactsiop  (rammg  diagrams  (or  loyou    of  soMbjII  backsioos, 

PIPE  SIZES 

Posts  tor  backstop  heights  up  to  16'-0'.  use  3"  O.D    ■  5  75//L  F. 

Posis  lor  bjcVslop  heights  18'  to  24'.  use  4"  0  D,  -  S.IOJ/L  F. 

Top.  intermediate,  and  bonom  tails.  1-6/8  '  C).D,.  2-21IIIJ.  minimum. 

FABRIC 

Fabric  shall  be  chain  Imk  with  galvamjed  coaimg  per  ASTM  A392  or 
alumini/ed  per  ASTM  A491  (optional  polyvinyl  chloride  coated  sled). 
All  ferrous  meial  paas  are  to  be  hot  dip  galvanized  aher  (abrication. 

CONCRETE  FOOTINGS 

Footings  shall  be  minimum  12"  diameter.  Concrete  shall  conform  to 
ASTM  C34,  maximum  3.M"  aggregate,  mminium  3000  P.S.I,  compressive 
strength  (Ccl  at  28  days. 
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detail:   ballfield  backstops 


HORSESHOES 

NAME  OF  F^OPITS  0RGAM2ATI0N 

N'jiionai  ho'SL'bnoe  Piic^c'S   Asioc.ii;  oi.  il  AmtTica.  iNHPAAl,  137J. 

RcCOVV£\OED  AREA 

Ground  Space  is  MCC  squa'e  te?t.  inciuC  ng  cIo.t  space. 

S:ZE  A';D  DiVENSION 

Plavng  court  is  lO'-O"  )>  SO'-O"  p'us  a  recommended  10'  min.mum 
unobsif ucied  area  on  each  end  and  a  6'  minimum  wide  zone  on  each  side. 

ORIENTATION 

Recommended  orientation  is  for  the  long  axis  to  be  noah  south. 

SURFACE  AND  DFiAINAGE 

Surface  of  pljvmg  area,  except  for  boxes  and  optional  concrete  waliiways, 
should  be  tur^.  Area  should  be  pitched  to  the  side  at  a  maximum  slope  of  2°o. 
Elevation  and  slam  of  steel  pegs  should  be  between  2"  and  3"  and  equal. 

SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS 

Boxes  are  to  be  filled  with  gummy  poner's  or  blue  clay. 

Safety:  A  TO"  high  backstop  should  be  constructed  at  the  end  of  the  box  to 
intercept  ovenhrown  or  bounding  shoes. 


2  ■.  6"  OAiStO  fOUL  LINE- 


BOX  flLLEO  WITH  GUWMY 

PontH  s  on  Buue  clay 


20-.20itO 

SOLID  OAK  BLOCK 

iDOIVf  PEG  INTO  15.'I6' DIA    MOLE 
SLIP* 't  6     mOM  PLATE  VrflTH  ll.S-  OlA    HOLE 
OvES  PEG.  AND  ATTACH  WITH  t  LjAG  SCBEWS  I 


SECTION  A- A 
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DETAIL- 
IRON  PLATE 
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BOXfiLLEO  ' 

\MTm  a  f.i  .*,|MLIM  Of 
8    0'  Ojvmi  oortES  S 
0»  Blue  Clay 


PITCHING  PLATFOBM 
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SECTION  8-B 


I  NOTES: 

t 

I  Adjacent  couns  may  be  no  closer 

!  than  10 -O"   f(om  sio^e  to  sia<*e. 


All  wood  mcnbe'S  lo  be  pfessure 
t'ejtec  wnn  a  pdinobie  o'l  borne 
p/esen^jt.ve. 
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COURT  LAYOUT 


LAYOUT:     HORSESHOES 


SAND-CLAY 

Filter  course,  4"  to  6",  may  be  omitted  if  local  soil  conditions  are  suitable. 

Base  course  -  minimum  3"  of  1-  VS"  crushed  stone  choked  with  %"  to  Vi" 
of  crushed  lines. 

Surface  course  -  minimum  4"  in  two  lifts:  3"  clay  screened  through  1"  mesh 
with  a  1"  surface  lift  of  1/3  sharp  sand  and  2/3  clay-silt  screened  through 
Vt"  mesh. 


V--)  SHARP  SAND,  '-'i  CLAY  SILT  SCREENED  THRU   '.'."  MESH 
CLAY  SCREENED  THRU  l"  MESH 


/  ■•     TO  '/.■•  CRUSHED  STONE  TO 

/        /FILL  VOIDS 


,L 


SLOPE  SUBGRAOE   S'-.3...£3 
TO  DRAINS 


-SiF^M 


-3"  -  1  'A"  CRUSHED  STONE 

4-  TO  6''  FILTER  COURSE.  IMAY  BE 
-  OMITTED  IF  LOCAL  SOIL  CONDITIONS 
ARE  SUITABLE  FOR  BED.) 

■MIN,  4"  FILTER  MATERIAL  AT  BOTTOM 
AND  SIDES  OF  SUBDRAIN 

■  4"  OPEN  SUBDRAIN 


TYPICAL  SECTION  -  SAND  CLAY 

NATURALTURF 

Subgrade  to  pitch  in  the  same  direction  as  the  surface  and  slope  to  underdrains. 

Filter  course,  4"  to  6",  is  to  be  used  only  when  subsoil  conditions  require. 

Topsoil  6"  minimum,  or  prepared  soil  mix  8"  minimum. 


TURF 


T 


6 ■•  MINIMUM  TOPSOIL  OR 
8"  MINIMUM  PREPARED  SOIL  MIX 
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to 
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-SLOPE  SUBGRADE TO 
DRAINS 


4"  TO  6"  FILTER  COURSE 


MIN,  4-  FILTER  COURSE  AT  BOTTOM 
AND  SIDES  OF  SUBDRAIN 


TYPICAL  SECTION  -  NATURALTURF 


4'  OPEN  SUBDRAIN 


detail:  natural  turf  &  sand/clay 
playing  surfaces 


Parking  Standards  for 
Specific  Recreation 
Facilities 


Neighborhood  park.  A  minimum  of  5  spaces  for  the  first  two  acres,  and  1  space  for  each 
additional  acre. 

Community  pjrk.  A  minimum  of  5  spaces  per  acre,  add  spjces  for  major  facilities. 

Athletic  field  (separate  or  combined).  5  to  8  spaces  per  acre  depending  upon  spectator 
seating  accommodation  or  3.5  passengers  per  car 

Sports  itadium.  1  car  space  for  3  patrons,  plus  ^rea  for  buses. 

Community  center.  1  car  space  for  3  patroni. 

Ice  arens  (no  seating).  1  cjr  space  for  5  patrons. 

Swimming  pool  (indoor).  1  car  space  for  3  patronj. 

Svvimming pool  (outdoor).  1  car  space  for  5  patrons. 

Swimming  pool  (teaching- type).  1  car  space  for  6  patroni. 

Picnic  area.  1  car  space  for  4  patrons. 

botanical  or  horitcultural  displays.  1  car  space  for  4  patrons. 

Beacha.  1  car  space  for  4  patrons. 
Nota:  Parking  for  a  recreation  complex,  with  or  without  a  park  or  sports  field,  should  be  cal- 
culated on  a  minimum  of  one  car  space  for  every  four  patrons.  This  is  In  addition  to  ttie  parking 
requirements  for  the  park  or  sports  field. 


General  Standards 


•  Allow  3(X)  square  feet  minimum  (400  square  feet  desirable)  for  each  vehicle,  one  acre 
will  hold  109  cars  at  400  square  feet  per  car;  allow  25  feet  for  pull  ooL 

•  A  parking  stall  will  generally  be  6  to  8  feet  wide  by  18  to  22  feet  long. 

•  Allow  one  parking  space  on  the  average  for  three  people  in  attendance. 


•  Provide  entrances,  exits,  and  parking  spaces  for  buses. 

•  Provide  unloading  and  loading  zones  for  inclement  weather  or  for  people  with  physical 
disabilities.  Keep  loading  area  free  of  parking. 

•  Allow  sufficient  space  around  parking  area  for  snow-piling  in  winter  without  loss  of 
parking  space. 

•  Keep  entrance  area  clear  for  emergency  vehicles. 

•  Use  standard  signs  and  symbols  as  prescribed  by  local,  state,  or  federal  authorities. 


Angle  of  Parking 


The  angle  at  which  each  parking  space  is  laid  out  will  have  a  bearing  on  the  number  of  vehi- 
cles that  can  be  accommodated  and  ease  of  access  to  the  facility  (see  Figure  1). 
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12 
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CASCADE  COUNTY  PARKS  SUMMER 

FALL 
MAINTENANCE  SCHEDULE:  WINTER 

(MAY  MODIFY   AS   NECESSARY)  SPRING 

PARK    N2^E: . 

Date  of  Inspection: 

Name  of  Inspector: 


Equip.  Inventory:     OK:      Need  Repair:         Date  of  Repair: 

(specify  repair) 


Swings 

Slide 

Log  Gym 

Merry-Go-Round 

Picnic  Table (s) 

Picnic  Shelter(s) 

Horse  Shoe  Pit(s) 

Kiddie  Swing (s) 

Tire  Swing(s) 

Sprinkler  System 

Fencing 

Baseball  Back  Fence, 

Tennis  Court/Fence 

Water  Faucets 

Drinking  Fountains 

Lawn  Mower 

Animal  Spring  Rides. 

Rest  Rooms-  Mens 

Womens 

Benches 
Swimming  Pool 
Obstacle  Course 
Chin-up  Bars 
Monkey  Bars 
Rings 
Bleachers 
Other 


PLEASE   SUBMIT   THIS   FORM   WITHIN   10   DAYS   OF   THE   DATE   OF 
INSPECTION/REPAIR  TO;   CASCADE  COUNTY  PARK  BOARD 

C/0  CASCADE  COUNTRY  COMMISSIONERS  OFFICE 

COURTHOUSE  ANNEX  BUILDING 
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Falls,  Montana. 
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Montana's  Subdivision  and  Surveying  Laws  and  Regulations ,  14th 
edition,  December,  1987,  Montana  Department  of  Commerce,  Local 
Government  Assistance  Division,  Helena,  Montana. 

Montana  Statewide  Comprehensive  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan  (SCORP) , 
March  1,  1978,  Vol.  1  ?<  2;  Outdoor  Recreation  Inventory,  Montana 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena,  Montana. 

National  Parks  for  a  New  Generation;  Visions,  Realities, 
Prospects,  1985,  The  Conservation  Foundation,  Washington,  D.C. 
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Bellevue,  Parks  and  Recreation,  Bellevue,  Washington- 
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Montana  Land  Reliance,  and  Land  Trust  Exchange,  Island  Press, 
Covelo,  Csilifornia. 

The  C-lmith  River  Study,  July,  1986,  Joel  A.  Shouse,  P.E.,  for  the 
Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Bozeman,  Montana. 
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Cumin  Associates  in  association  with  Fischer  Associates  and 


APPENDIX  F 
LEGAL  INTERPRETATIONS 

Park  Dedication  Requlremeat:  and  Development  Exactions  Generally 

Montana  Supreme  Court 

*  Validity  of  dedication  requirement  —  The  park  dedication  requirement  upon 
which  the  current  requirement  (section  76-3-606,  MCA)  is  based  is  valid. 
Billings  Properties  v.  Yellowstone  County  (1964)  144  Mont.  25,  394  P. 2d  182. 

Attorney  General^s  Opinions 

*  Application  of  park  dedication  requirement  to  minor  subdivisions  —  "Minor 
subdivisions"  are  not  exempt  from  the  cash  in  lieu  of  park  land  dedication 
requirement  of  section  11-3864(2),  R.C.M.  1947  [recodified  as  section 
76-3-606(2),  MCA].   37  Op.  Att'y  Gen.  1  (1977). 

*  "Exclusive  of  other  dedications"  —  The  phrase  "exclusive  of  all  other 
dedications"  as  used  in  section  11-3864(1),  R.C.M.  1947  [recodified  as  section 
76-3-606(1),  MCA]  includes  only  dedications  for  purposes  other  than  public 
parks  and  playgrounds.   37  Op,  Att'y  Gen.  38  (1977). 

*  Decision  to  accept  cash  in  lieu  of  land  —  The  decision  to  accept  cash  in 
lieu  of  dedication  of  land  for  parks  in  subdivisions  must  be  made  on  a 
case-by-case,  not  a  blanket  basis.  Local  governing  bodies  may  not  adopt, 
either  formally  or  informally,  a  blanket  policy  waiving  the  dedication  of  park 
land  and  accepting  cash  in  lieu  thereof  in  all  subdivisions  containing  five  or 
fewer  lots.   37  Op.  Att'y  Gen.  169  (1978). 


*  Use  of  park  funds  —  Section  76-3-606(2),  MCA,  which  requires  that  cash  paid 
in  lieu  of  the  dedication  of  land  for  parks  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  park 
land  or  for  the  initial  development  of  parks  and  playgrounds,  precludes  the 
use  of  these  funds  to  replace  a  fence,  reshingle  a  roof,  or  purchase  a 
maintenance  tractor,  but  would  allow  the  use  of  the  funds  for  the  Initial 
outfitting  of  a  baseball  diamond.  Letter  opinion  to  Robert  B.  Brown,  Esq., 
June  19,  1981. 

District  Court 

*  Required  dedication  of  land  for  adjacent  road  —  A  governing  body  may  not, 
as  a  condition  of  approving  a  proposed  subdivision,  require  the  subdivider  to 
dedicate  a  portion  of  his  property  to  the  public  for  the  widening  of  an 
adjacent  road  when  the  record  does  not  show  that  the  need  to  widen  the  road 
arose  "specifically  and  uniquely"  from  the  proposed  subdivision.  Munger  v. 
City  of  Helena  (Lewis  and  Clark  Co.,  No.  43004,  1979). 


OFFICE  OF  THE  COUNTY  ATTORNEY 
PATRICK  L.  PAUL 
CASCADE  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE 
GREAT  FALLS,  MONTANA  594  01 
TELEPHONE  (406)  761-6700 

January  26,  1987 


Cascade  County  Park  Board 
Poom  111 

Courthouse  Annex 
Great  Falls,  MT  59401 


Gentlemen : 


Re:  Leasing  Of  County  Land  For 
Non-Park  Purposes 


You  have  asked  me  for  the  procedures  involved  when  a  county 
wishes  to  lease  county  land  for  non-park  purposes.   MCA  section 
7-16-2323  (1985)  is  the  general  statute  concerning  this  matter.   It 
states  that  a  county  park  board 

shall  have  the  power  and  duty  to  lease  lands  owned 
by  the  county,  heretofore  acquired  for  parks,  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  it  shall  not  be 
advisable  to  improve  as  parks,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  board  shall  deem  to  be  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  county. 

MCA  section  7-16-2323  (1985)  (emphasis  added). 

This  statute  gives  the  county  park  board  the  power  to  lease  lands 
that  the  county  itself  bought  for  purposes  of  parkland.   The  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  itself  is  not  involved  in  a  decision  to  lease 
these  types  of  lands.   Also,  no  hearing  is  required,  nor  is  public 
input  required,  the  County  Park  Board  need  only  take  action  to  lease 
when  it  deems  such  action  advisable. 

Additionally,  the  statute  goes  on  to  state  that  "[s]uch  lands 
shall  not  be  leased  for  a  longer  time  than  5  years  and  not  for  a 
longer  time  than  1  year  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  board  of  park  commissioners."  Id .   This  part  provides  an 
ultimate  lease  of  5  years. 

MCA  section  7-16-2323  (1985)  only  relates  to  land  that  the 
county  itself  bought  for  parkland.   Another  statute  concerns 
dedicated  park  land,  that  land  granted  to  a  county  upon  a  condition 
that  it  be  used  for  a  park. 


Cascade  County  Park  Board 
January  26,  1987 
Page  2 


MCA  section  7-16-2324  (1985)  provides  the  following: 

(2)  A  county  may  not  .  .  .  lease  .  .  .  lands  dedicated  for  park 
or  playground  purposes  except  as  provided  under  this  section  and  part 
25  of  chapter  8. 

(3)  Prior  to-.  .  .  leasing  .  .  .  any  county  land  dedicated  to 
public  use  for  park  or  playground  purposes,  a  county  shall: 

(a)  compile  an  inventory  of  all  public  parks  and  playgrounds 
within  the  county; 

(b)  prepare  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the  provision  of  outdoor 
recreation  and  open  space  within  the  county; 

(c)  determine  that  the  proposed  .  .  .  lease  .  .  .  furthers  or  is 
consistent  \i;ith  the  county's  outdoor  recreation  and  open  space 
comprehensive  plan; 

(d)  publish  notice  as  provided  in  7-1-2121  of  intention  to  .  .  . 
lease  .  .  .  such  lands,  giving  the  people  of  the  county  opportunity 

to  be  heard  reaardinq  such  action; 

- 

(e)  if  the  land  is  within  an  incorporated  city  or  town,  secure 
the  approval  of  the  governing  body  thereof  for  the  action;  and 

(f)  comply  with  any  other  applicable  requirements  under  part  25 
of  chapter  8. 

(Emphasis  added) 

This  statute  does  not  mention  either  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  or  the  County  Park  Board;  the  statute  only  mentions 
"the  county."  I  would  suggest  that  the  County  Park  Board  take  the 
prepatory  action  described  in  MCA  section  7-16-2324(3) (a) ,  (3) (b) , 
and  (3) (c) .   The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  should  then  take  the 
appropriate  action  to  lease  or  not  lease  the  lands  based  on  the  Park 
Board ' s  input . 

If  the  Commissioners  decide  they  would  like  to  lease  the  lands, 
then  notice  of  their  intent  to  take  such  action  roust  be  given  in 
accordance  with  MCA  section  7-1-2121  (1985) .   The  statute  merely  says 
to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.   I  believe  that  the 
Commissioners  should  follow  their  normal  procedures  in  this  regard  as 
to  whether  there  should  be  an  actual  public  hearing  scheduled  to  hear 
the  public's  views,  if  any,  on  the  action  about  to  be  taken. 


Cascade  County  Park  Board 
January  26,  1987 
Page  2 


Finally,  MCA  sections  7-8-2507  (1985)  and  7-8-2508  (1985)  deal 
with  leases  involving  oil,  gas,  and  other  minerals.   As  for  money 
derived  from  a  lease  of  county  lands,  any  funds  shall  be  paid  into  the 
county  treasury.   MCA  section  7-16-2328  (1985). 


PATRI( 
CASCADE 


PAUL 
COUNTY  ATTORl^EY 


PLP/mb 
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cascade  county  planning  board 


/r  of    rZ-s. 


casco  building,  room  250 

1601 — 2nd  avenue  north,  great  falls,  montana  59401 

telephone  (406)  761-6700 


Parkland  Dedication  and  Cash-in-Lieu  Requirements 
For  Residential   Subdivisions. 


Outlined  below  are  the   statutes   of   the   State   Subdivision  and  Platting 
Act   concerning  park  land   dedication   for   residential   subdivisions.      Following 
each   section   I  have   included   a  brief   explanation  of   the   statutes. 

Major   Subdivisions    (6   lots   or  more) 

76-3-606.     V^diccutcon  o{i  land  to  pub-tic  -  coAh  doncvtloiii>. 
(7)   A  plat  o{,  a  fi2Ai.d(ivvtiat  6ubdlv^'ion  6hatt  6hoM  that 
onz- ninth  o{i  thz  comb-inojd  cuiza  o{,  lot!,   5  acn.ej,  on.  £e44  In 
i,izt  and  om-tiMdiith  o{,  the.  comb-ine.d  aA(ia  o {,  loti,  qfioAttfi 
than  5  acxej,  -in  6tzii,   txcJiuJ,tv2.  o^  all  othzn.  dzdicatxoni, 
-u>  {lOnzveA  dzdlcat2.d  to  the.  pabltc  {,on  paji\ii>  on.  playgn.oundA . 
Wo  dedA-cat-ion  may  be.  neqvJjie.d  {^on  the,  comb-ined  ajie,a  Oj$ 
tho6e  lots  -in  the  nxbdlvUi-ion  which  aJie  loAgeA  than  10 
acn-e-i  e.xcluAtve.  o^  alt  othex.  dedlcat-iom.     The  goveAntng 
body,  -in  coniultation  M-ith  the  planning  boajid  having  juAaj,- 
diction,   may  deXenmine.  suitable  locations   ^on.  i,ix.ch  poAki 
and  playgn.ou.ndii . 

76-3-606(1)      When   figuring   the  amount   of  park  land  required    for   a   subdivision 
only   the   total  amount   of   acreage   in   lots    is   used.      For  example,    street    or 
road   right-of-ways  would  not   be   included   in   the   total  because   they  are  already 
dedicated.      However,    private   road   or  street   easement   lands   and  utility  ease- 
ment  lands   are   included   in   the   total  acreage   from  which   the    1/9   or    1/12   park 
land  requirement   is   obtained    from. 

The   governing  body  may  or  may  not  require   land   for   lots    in  excess   of 
10  acres. 

The   governing  body  is  not   required   to   accept   the   land  dedicated  by   the 
developer.      If   the   land   is   not   suitable,  better   locations  within  the   development 
may  be   found, 

(2)  Whene  the.  dedication  o{,  land  ion.  panfu  on  playgnoundi  ij> 
undeJiiAable  becauAe  o{)  &ize.,  topogn.aphy ,  6hape,  locati,on  on. 
otheA  ciAcumitanceyi,  the  governing  body  may,   {,on  good  caa6e 
i,hoMn,   make,  an  on.deA  to  be,  e.ndonAe.d  and  ceAXi^^ied  on  the  plat 
accepting  a  co-ih  donation  in  litu  of,  the  dedication  o{,  land 
and  tqaal  to  the.  (^aiji  manket  vaZae  ol  the  amoawt  0(J  land  that 
Mould  have,  been  dedicated,     fon.  the  pun.po6e  0($  tk^^  ^e.ctton. 


thz  {,cuA  mahkdZ  valuz  -U  the.  value,  OjJ  the  aynubdlvlded, 
uvilmpfioved  land.  Such  cash  donation  shall  be  paid  into 
the  paxk  iund  to  be  u(>ed  iofi  the  purchase  o^  additional 
landf,  on.  ion.  the  initial  development  od  poAks  and  plaij- 
gn.ound& . 

(2)  The  governing  body  does  not  have  to  accept  dedicated  park  land. 
The  law  does  allow  the  county  to  accept  a  cash  donation  in  lieu  of  park  land 
equal  to  the  fair  market  value  of  the  land  to  be  dedicated.   County  Subdivi- 
sion Regulations  require  that  the  land  be  appraised  by  a  qualified  real  estate 
appraiser.   This  park  fund  money  can  only  be  used  for  the  initial  development 
or  purchase  of  park  land.   Not  for  maintenance  of  existing  park  land. 

(3)     The  pank  dedication  and  cash  in  lieu  n.equiAement!> 
o{j  subsectloni,    (7)   and   (2)   do  not  apply  to  any  division 
that  ch.e.ateJi>  only  one.  additional  lot. 

(3)  The  addition  or  creation  of  one  lot  to  a  subdivision  does  not 
have  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  section. 

76-3-607.     ^ai.veA  o^  land  dedication  and  ca^h  donation  nequiAe- 
menti.      (/)  J{,  the  pn.opo6ed  plat  pnovideA  ion.  a  planned 
unit  development  with  land  peAmanently  set  aside  ion  pakk 
and  n.ecn.eational  uses  suHicient  to  meet  the  needs  oi  the 
pensons  who  uiilt  ultimately  n.e.side  thexein,  the  goveAning 
body  may  issue  an  on.den.  watving  land  dedication  and  cash 
donation  nequinemeiits . 

(1)  The  governing  body  may  waive  the  parkland  requirement  in  this 
Instance  provided  the  proposed  land  to  be  set  aside  for  recreation  purposes 
is  equal  to  or  greater  than  what  would  have  been  required.   These  types  of 
parks  and  recreation  areas  are  generally  private  areas  not  open  to  public 
use. 

(2)  Ji  a  tnact  oi  land  ij>  being  developed  unden  single  owneJi- 
ship  as  a  pant  oi  an  oveAall  plan  and  pant  oi  the  tn.act  has 
been  subdivided  and  suHicient  poAklands  have  been  dedicated 
to  the  public  inom  the  anejx  that  has  been  subdivided  to  meet 
the  n.equlnements  oi  76-3-606  ion  the  entOie  tnxict  being 
developed,  the  governing  body  shall  issue  an  onden.  waiving  the 
land  dedication  and  cash  donation  nequiAements   ion  the  sub- 
sequently platted  anea. 

(2)  If  a  subdivision  is  being  developed  in  phases  and  adequate 
parkland  has  been  dedicated  in  the  first  phase  to  cover  the  entire  develop- 
ment further  dedication  is  not  required  for  subsequent  phases. 

(3)  The  local  goveAning  body  may  waive  dedication  and  cash 
donation  nequiAements ■ 

[a]     wheAe  alZ  oi  the  poAceJis  in  a  subdivision  one  5  acn.es 
on  mon.e  in  size  and  when.e  the  subdividen.  entens  a  covenant  to 
n.un  with  the  land  and  n.evocable  only  by  mutual  consent  oi  the 
goveAning  body  and  the  pn.openty  owneA  that  the  poAceti  in  the 
Subdivision  will  neven.  be  subdivided  into  panceti  oi  less 
than   5  acn.eA  and  that  all  poAcels  in  the  subdivision  will  be 
used  ion.  single  iamiZy  dwellings; 


(3) (a)      Five   acre  tracts   are   considered    large   enough   to  provide   their 
own   recreational   opportunity.      However,    they   can  only  be  used    for   a   single 
family  dwelling  and   cannot   be   further   subdivided. 

(fa)     Mhtn  tho,  6ubdivZde,^  aqfizz^  to  cAzouta  a  p^opeAty  oionoAi' 
cmociation  ^oi  thd  pfiopo6Q,d  6ubdiv-u>ion  and  to  d(izd  to  the. 
aM>ocJMX.i.on  Zand  to  ba  httd  -in  peApetuAXy  ^ofi  oie  (U  panh^  on. 
playgn.oandi, ,   and  thz  oAza  oi  land  to  be,  deeded  to  the  a^6ocia- 
tyion  -ihatt  equal  the  amount  that  MouLd  otheMOAj>e  have  be.e,n 
dedicated  to  pubtLc  oie; 

(b)  Park  land  deeded  to  a  property  owners'  association  becomes 
private  parkland  constructed  and  maintained  by  the  association   for  the 
exclusive  use  of  association  members. 

(c)  {jOH.  i>ubdAMAjfion  to  be  cAeated  by  fient  oh.  tea^e  whojie  the 
6ubdA,vtdeA  aQKeoAs  to  deveZop  poAki,  on.  p-taygnoundi  withyin  the 
iubdlv-tston  {fOn  the  common  ui,e  0|J  the  n.eJ)tdent6  Oj$  the  -iubdtvt^ton, 
and  the  oAea  o^  Zand  to  be  n.e^eAved  ^on  thJj>  puApo^e  i>haZt  equal  the 
amount  that  Moutd  otheAif^-Ute  have  been  dedicated  to  the  publyLc. 

(c)  Mobile  home  parks  and  recreational  vehicle  parks  must  provide 
parkland  area  equal  to  the  amount  that  would  otherwise  have  been  dedicated  to 
the  public. 


Minor   Subdivision    (2   to   5    lots) 

By  definition  minor  subdivision  proposals  cannot  dedicate  land  as  parks 
or  playgrounds.  The  developer  must  pay  a  cash-in-lieu  of  parkland  fee  equal 
to   the  market  value  of   the   land  that  would  have  been  required   to  be  dedicated. 
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